
ELECTIONS : 
PRI NTING 
ABSENTEE 
BALLOTS: 

Clerks may have absentee ballots printed 
more than ten days prior to election day. 

Septem~er 18 , 1942 ,./ 
~ r~ . F I L E 0 

: .. on . ..: . VI . I~ennett, 
Aseistt nt Prosecuting Attorney, 
Dent County , 
Salem, 1 i naouri . 

Dear J~<r . Bennett: 

This is in re >lY t o your s of recent date 
wherein you submitteC'. the fol lowing qucrtion: 

''Cun the County Cl erk under the l atter 
:>revisions of ~ec . 11{72 pri nt A sente-e 
ballot: e.o they ca n ·) voted anytime ai'
ter 30 days bc!ore the general alectlon, 
ot· does the ol d election l aw , provldinr, 
tho.t 1 tllotr- shall lle rinted t en da rs 
boi'ore day oi' election uppl y to the ab
sentee bo.llots . 19 

Under tl1 e nrimary election l uw , Section 
1~558 , R. ~ . o ., l~v9 , it i~ provided that : 

llf• * " •• + ln or l~ef'ore the lO th da.'" be-
tore the holdir .. o"! nny prit:1ary election 
t be county clerk slall correct 3ny errors 
or onioei ons in tle bal lots, caune t he 
s~ne to be printed nnd distributed , as 
r oouired by l aw i n the case of bo.lJots 
f or the general el ection , * * * * * " 

It will be noted by this provisi on that the cl er k 
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is required to 1 a ve J.ud. 1.he ba .... 1ots ""'1_;_:-.ted &ud dis
tribu~ed f or the ,ri a1v &loc~lo! oL o~ befo r e the 
tent!! Ja. bef'ore t.~. \., ~101 1 in . o:: the "'l'i 'lary . 'rhis 
secti on \:0ul d inclc ... c that it is necessary for tho 
c lerk to hUV<:! L.u <.. t! c buLlets pr i ted ...uoro t br..n t on 
days be:f'ore t.H.- C..uto for r old i ng v 10 .?X .bur y elec
tion. 

Un~er the goner n l election l aw ap":l .jl..ylng to 
a bsentee vot(~:::c ' I; i ch wu!' o.mencled in 19:).; , .::.o.wc of 
l:is souri, 1~~3 , 'a c iH" , •. • oJ . Lo . , 193!3 , .... ec,tions 
11470- 114?"' i"lcl mi ve , r>ro ~ lsionn ure Judo _"'().c abo0n
tee vot inc )y ,.e··sonn £l unont f r on their 10 v.:.~11, )l'e
cil1ct but \7ithin t he boundo.ri ec of the tc..~.~c of Uis-
souri on 0l cot. io11 •1 :...~r . Under veotion 11 4'11 u . • s . 
J.:o ., l<~g , · p·~::-son d.esi:ciu~~ to vote an t..'J!.:ontee 
ballot .,.o.~- p)l~~ :for an abscnt cn ballot no'!: uore 
t han thirt,t c a~~s uo:..· lesE:\ t.'.un ... ' i vc uay3 'IJ .... .:.or t o 
t he dut.c o"' ·c.!.<.. elect ion . 

l.Jn.der ~octi.on 114?2 , . ~ . .... . .. o . , L.t~)S! , 
which porta· ru, to G .. e a1'1'icbvi t and ap lio.:tt:ton for 
t he absentee hnl lot and tLc printinw o1' ~!..e ballot 
it is lJrov t ,~ec. ~.n ')!l:t ' t a c follon o : 

"· "" * '!: * I mnedio.toly u pon r eceipt of 
sucll ::l."'">lic tior .. \Ji -chir.. the tili1e o.nd in 
the manner ~rovided by t~is 3rt_olv , t he 
oount:r clerks o·'" t:.1e county , or t"::e boa~'d 
of c· lec+ i on co"""'~ lis: ·· OL ... .1. c , i f t~- , or 
other official chul€;ed 'eJ·v i tJ. wit.'1 the 
dut y of' l'urnis~ing bt ... l ... ots to such a tJI1l!i.
oants , shall me~c o. list of the nru1c s of 
such aboont votc1·s \'•t>o ce a ..... plic!ltious pr 
ballot::- ~ave been r~-eivcd , :.inC. ::-• .. :1.11 
aaune nuch l ist to be. ~cdiatclJ ponte~ 
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i n a conr-nic o•tc lace accecsi · le to the 
public nt the entrance of •.i e office of 
$uch ,fticer or o·rr cors vtuich ) .:.~t shall 
ehow alr.o t 11e ')OOtof=-ice addrec·r; , street 
addrcsc, wo1C. or prec · ct nur1b :. • ·.v« n r.y 
s uch a'1 ... lic nt . ~··c• list ~"ql.J. be sup
plemented J "\il•r y the oddi t.:on thereto 
of the na,cs , ~ddrecser , ru ,rccinct num
ters of 1. 1ore thm:eco "ter r . .wki11a npplica
ti0n for sue· l.alloto t.. s t y ttlis article 
autllor·tzed : ProvideC. , .,'-' t no county 
clerk , loald of elecJ~~n co~isnioners or 
o ther proper official chareed \'ith tte 
dl ty of ful·ni£:lling sud ballots after o:x-
0.."'. nation of t '0 r eco!·ds , or othervdoe 
ascertaininG the rir~t of nuch person to 
vote at such el ection shall be required 
to furnish ar:" b •llot or bal lots to e.ny 
person declrin~ to vote ue ~y thin urc lclc 
a utt orized wr1v i e not lmd'u.llJ entl tled 
to ~otc , ana if the ap l iccnt rcr ballot 
or ~allots ls entitled to r eceive 3a e , 
tt~ co mty cle~~ or tho bould o: clec~ion 
oc. nniBeione::..·s , if uny , or othJJ. offici ul 
or ,rgud v; t't tho dllty of rm.•nifjhi ., ..,\lch 
ballott.; i u.:n.ed i utely upon J; ece ipt of t.~e 
printed balloto shall .send by registered 
mail posta~e p~opald , or delive~ ln Fer
son an o~tici~l hal ot or ballots if 0re 
than. one> o.!'e to be uze,~ t.' d v :,t od ut 
said election to such a· "' lice-'lt . 'lbe of-
ficial o1 ... i.l1eed . ~r la\1 w:·v. a·~.n:..inr and 
6Uinly1n~ ball ots r1,ler the P:3neral el.;o
tion l :::vm of thj s <1tatc , s' tall cause to 
be printed ·~d su .. iad n sufficient '1 ll'
ber of u!lllo~s to have '>rintod at t'to top 
o-: such b~llot:J the word3 ' off~cial. a bsen
t ee ballot ' to bo fu!'nished such c.bscntoe 
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voter~ under tre rovi~ions or t his ar·t i
cl e . u 

... ~revisions for voti 1 cl,sentee ~allots in 
this utate ~lC purely sLatutor.,: ; t.i.lOiefOJ.'O , '·'e must 
look to thc- ctatutes alone f o ... di rectionn ...... ::: to the 
pr oceedure to be followc ~n pre par i ng absentee bal -
l ots and votin{l t~1e name . .!<'rom an exarni natio11 of 
the sect "ion:: r: ere inhef1~ro ref'erred to , it \'. ill be 
seen \1-uJ.t ""'? time i~ ~ed. n-ted f0r the pri nting o f 
such absentee ballots . f nu:::: 1uch a:: \'E.: lm•.r pel'llits 
t Le a.p,..lic 1t for t ht rbsefltec bt.llo' to uppl oy for 
his ballo ., thirty days before t!.lc dr.' c -,... tile elec
tion; o.nd !Jince '3ec Lion 111-72 , nup1 , reqP ii'es t he 
clerk t o 1~ edio.tel· con!idcr the tl"'::'lic:l.it i on for 
t i--t.; ballot., tl.Len it s tands to reason that i f tre 
c .Lerk .tluCAc 1/.at the ap"licant .i. n entitl ed to vote 
ht; cl:.ould at r.b.s.t tin1e :fon:ard to t he applicO!nt t '1c 
absente e ballot . ..~s s tated above, t he primu.:ry 
election l uv: fixes the minimum ti:ne within ·Nhich 
the clerk us h&vc the lallot~ pr ep red and del i 
vered to t he election offici als . 

\.e e.ro further supported ln our views here
i n by the fact that u.."1der .. ect :on 11 ?1 the applieu.nt 
mos a ppl:,- in person for thE. 1allot c.:.uri IB the perlod 
of not n.oi c th .... r.~. thirty nor l o:...o than fi ve da~-s be- • 
fore the election. '!'his pro' i::ion · ot·l d in~ :tca.te 
t hat t he la .. - ..akers contempl c..:ca tlio.t at t he l-1"'1e the 
appl icunt £oakes upplicc tion in per son for ' is absen
t e e ballot t he coW1ty clerk should have ~ Lci 1...tllota 
on hand . 



J~ . E. w. bnnnett - 5- September 18, 1942 

CC"'C"' {'SI CI: 

. .., o.Ic , tu I c1'orc , cf tl .... O.i'l inion t hat a b 
!"lcntee bullot:J .Co::: the.. generi.l.l l eotion 1nay be pri nt
ed wre than t~n d~ys prior to ~tc.. date of the el ec
tion and. nmy bG .. :·i n ted 1~1 a L ~ c tL~c so that a ">cr
eon &J•plyiue i:o:..· ct~cll ba.llot co.n 1\a·.r\.. ti .. e rnti vil e ·e , 
us .ntato<l i n ~eot.ton 11471' ;upra. ' or up_·ly .ng , 1 th-
. ·· t he 1'~.;11 time of t hirty de.y::J befor e t he ~cneral 
ule.ction. 

HOY l"c \I'J.l'l'RICK 
Att o1 uc:r- Gunora l 

Res~cctfully submitted , 

'1':.1' \'1 . !31: •. ' 'Cl 
t.es i ste.1.1t .. t torncv- Gcuera1 . . 


