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May 24, 1934 . ------F I L[ D 

Hon . E. J . Becker , 
Supervisor of Li quor Control, 
Jefferson City , Cissour1 . 

Dear t.~r . Becker: 

This department is in receipt of your r equest for 
an opinion \tith regard t o t he authority of the respective 
county courts to assess a license tax gai nst all retail deal ers 
engaged in t he business of selling intoxicating li ouor in the 
State of Uissouri . 

When analyzing the various provisions of the Li quor 
Control .\ct it is well to keep in mind the language of the 
Supreme Court of Missouri ~'n Bane in the case of St a t e v . Par ker 
Distil l ing company , 236 Mo . 219, l . c . 2?4: 

pr ovides : 

"When we bea r in mind the foregoing 
idea , that t he li quor traffic in this 
state has no legal rights, save and 
except t~ose expr essly granted by 
license and the sta tuto under which it 
is issued , t hen we can more clearly se e 
that the stat e may i mpose such condit ions, 
burdens and regulations a s it may deem 
wise and proper , and no one who engagea 
ther ein has a right t o c ompl a in thereof . " 

Secti on 24 of t he L1 ouor Control Act of Missouri 

"The County Court in e l .. ch county is 
horeb· authorized to make a char ge for 
licenses issue d to retail dea ler s in all 
intoxicating li quor, t he cha r ge in each 
instqnce to bo determined by t he County 
Court , by order of record, but sai d c~arge 
shall in no event exceed the amount pro
vided for in s ection 22 of t h i s act , for 
state purposes . " 
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I t will be noticed that power 1s expressly grantod 
b7 this section ot t he Act t o t he county cour ts to J'T'.a~e a charge 
for licenses issuod to retail dealers. Howevor , tho court is 
not authorized by t he Act t o license wholesale de lers , distillers , 
manufacturers or bre ors . The charge tor t he license, ho ever, 
must in no ovont cxcoed tho amount provided t or in Section 22 
ot t ho Act tor a~ato purpooes . 

~ection 26 of the Li quor Control Act provides in 
pnrt as follo s : 

""lhenover it shall he shown, or 
w. en~vcr t ho u~pervisor ot Li ~uor 
Control has owl edgo t hat a dealer 
licensed hereunder, has not et all 
times kept an orderl7 pl ace or houao, 
or has viola t ed any ot the ?rovisiona 
ot t hi s act , said Supervisor or Liquor 
Control s hall rovoke t he license of 
said dealer. ••**" 
Clearl7, by reason ot the power s iven t he county 

co~ts by tho Gener al so bly ot the State of ~1ssour1 , if a re
tail dealer were t o sell 1 tox1cnt1ng 11euor in t he state of 
-issour1 without hnvl ng first obta ined a license so to do from 
the County Court, i t would be a direct violation or Sect1on 24 
ot tho I,1quor Control Act . 

If these f acts be shown, tho Supervisor or ~iquor 
Control should, and it iD hio express duty. by roeson o f .. .Joction 
26 ot t he Act , to revoke the state liquor license held b y suoh 
person . 

APPHOVED: 

JTm : .AB 

RCY ·c ITTRIC~, 
Attorney General 

Res pocttul ly submi t ted , 

JOJ:tl w. HOFF'.' T, Jr. , 
Assistant Attornoy General 


