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. r . 0 . K . Ar mstrong, 
1074 •or th Clay , 
Sor ingfield , Y' issouri . 

Dear Sir: 

·1e are aclrno !edging receipt of vour l e t t er in 
~ l ien you inquire as fol l ows : 

"There seems t o be a great differ ence 
of oo i nion over t1e state ~s t o ehe t 1er 
or not t he one r a. t i ::m of so- called cl ot 
mnch i nes i s iegal 1'1. J'i ssouri . I wis~ 
you would k i ndly p;ive me on op in i on on 
t hat subject. 

"-.hat I have in !'ind , of course , are t he 
machines t hat ' play ' ~~ney, or its eauiv
alent ; nic~els , dimes , au~rters, t~c t~e 
1 ike ; or s luRs th~ t ca"l be bou(""~ t or ex
changed for money . 

"Differ ences of op i ni on on this subjec t , 
as to ~hetner or not slo t oachi"les v iolate 
s t ate l aws ap,ainst gambling , extend t o 
the p rosecuting attor neys of t i e vor ious 
counties , some rulin~ one way , rnd some 
anot her. It see~o to ~e t hat a cle~r-cut 
r uling f rom your office vould be valuable . " 

Sect ion 4287 , R. s . Uo. 1929 , p rovides as follo~s : 

"Every person 1tho shall set up or keen 
any table or gami ng device com~only 
called A B C, faro b,nk, E 0, r oule•te , 
equality, keno, sl ot machine , stand or 
device of ryhat ever pattern, k ind or make, 
or ho~ever ~orked, ope r ated or maninul at ed, 
or any ki nd of gambling table or gamblinr 
adapted, devised and designed for t he 
nu rnose of nl ~yinr. any Rame of c 1ance for 
nwney or prooerty and shal l induce, e"ltice 
or ner , it any ~erson to be t or ~lay nt or 
unon any ouch r;ami nr- table or gambling 
de vice, or at or upon any ga~e ul eyed or 
by means of such table or r,amblinn device 
or on the side or against t he kePpe r 
t hereof, s~all, on conviction, be adjudged 
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gull t y of a f elony, tmd shal l be uunis hed 
b y i norisonment i the penitent iary fo r 
a ter of 'lot less t nan to 'lor more t han 
f ive years, or by i~riconment in the 
c 1unty jai l !or a term not 1 ess t ha.n six 
no r mo re t han t elve months . " 

Under the foregoinc sect ion qe conclude t hat i t 
i s illegal t o operate a slot 2chine in t 1i s St at e , nhet :er 
they pay i tt money or slugs t hnt can be exc'1anged f o r m1ney 
or merchendise . As a matter of !act, t he ~bove sectio~ 
s oecifically nroh i bitn t he oueration of a olo t machine . 
I n ~tate v. Follnow, 14 s. W. (2d) 574, the defendant 
Y~s convicted of kee~ing a g~ bling device in the form 
of a slot nacnine and his c~nvietion was ~ffir~en by the 
<:1u"O r eme Court . In t ha t case the Court described t he 
nac 1ne as fol l ows: 

11 1 t es o era t ed by t~u tting a nickel in 
the slot and t a1·ing out r.lin t or some
t ninr of t he l i nd. The machine itoelf , 
ns re constructed , did not nay the ~l~ver 
·when 'le wn. The winner w c p aid bv the 
man in ~ose ~l ace the machine w~ o~er
at ed . Peikert +ectified t hat t he ~inner 
-ho nu t hi s nickel i., the slot was not 
p~id out of the machine, but Peikert 
h i mself pai d t he .nney out of his noclret, 
and he van reimbursed by t he earn1nbs 
of t he machine, ~ic . ca e into an 
aluminum box , attac~ed to t~~ left side 
and kept locked. The e vide"lce suf'f ieient-
1 y n.'lows t hat it ~ e a g~bl ing device, 
cleve rly constructed i n nn atte pt to 
evade t he 1 aw. '' 

In oberly v . Deakin , 169 1o . A)p . 672 , t he 
c nvict1on fo r oper ating a g~bl in~ device in t he ford of 
a olot ~ac~ine wns also a!tir ed. In that case the ,achine 

as termed an 'Au tomatic Gum Vender.' The machine •as 
operated by either placing a nickel or a ,etal trode c 1eCk 
into the slot and t he mnc~ine always del ivered a '08Ckage 
of gum , and at var ious occasions a qua..'ltity of tr"de 
c ecks wh ich ere redeemable ith t he o~~er of t he ~lace 
of business . The Court , in discussing the gaming device, 
says : 

"In legal significance the term ' gaming 
device ' and ' ga, bling device' are synono
mous (St a te v . ohr, 55 o . App. 329) 
and include all instruments, implere~to, 
devices and neans Wh ich are made nd used 
in unlnwful gami ng . " 
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In view of t ne foregoinG section ?~d c~cisions, 
we ~ re of t~e o• i nion th~t it i a 111c~al ?nd unla~u1 to 
o"Jerate a ga.•ing or r;ambl ing device in the !om of a slot 
lachine in this Oto.te . 

Very tr·.11 v yours, 

F RJJtK :; • :!A YES , 
Assistant At t orney General . 

Attor ney Gener 8l . 

FiTH :1 8 


