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Dear Sir : 

·:e ~re "'C-no'"'ledgin.., recei~t of our let er in .... 1ic t1 vou 
in~..lire a~ fol lows : 

11 '.'e Tiould like an opinion f r om your office on the 
Anti- ltcpot isnt sect-on o" t,e constitution of t'lC' 
~t~ tc of iC~~uri, laxticul?rly Article 14, Ccct lon 
13. rhe facts -rc ~s follo .c : 

A Judge of t he Cou.'lty Court e'llploys the step- f:;.t'~e r 
of his r:ite, or c ausec the employ ·c,t of '.:-: i n the 
c~l1.t1r Hor .. it~l in the County of ~t . LOU,;. , ~ld -e 
de~~re en opinio'l ~rom your office ~r to - ether 
or .1o t t 1i s consti tutes a viol::t..on of the anti
nepotism l a s of t 1e State or ... '"'£') ·ri . If. 

sect~on 1 3 , Article 14 of the Constitution of 1 in"ouri 
urovidc~ -s follo~ : 

"Any publ ic officer or emJlo ye of t h is S t ate or of r.ny 
'iOl i tical subdivi~ion t her "'of ... ·,o "'hall , by vir tuc 
of naid office or e r.tployment, i.-ve the right to name 
or apno_&t any percon to render ocr .. .rice to the Stn•-c 
or to c-ny /Olitical subdivision thereof , :md w;ho 8 !' l l 
n~rne or ap~oint to ouch cervice any relative Tithin 
t c fourth degr e , either by consanguinity or affini+• , 
n 1 ;:-~l thereby forfeit h is or her office or el"'ploymen t . 11 

•rndcr the: foregoinR: con('titutional nrovision the office r 
r--:> oi tin[; a relative -lthin the fourth der;r ee , eith"'r ·.-· 
c~~r~ ~uinity or by 2ffi tity, s~all forfeit ~is off:c~ . T 1e 
~ tes~~on arises in your inquiry as to -hether or not ... -
official appointing the step-f~ther of h is ife cones ·-itt i n 
t.1e prohi'oi tion of tne Const i t'..tt ion . 

In 2 c. J . 378, i t is sa:c : 

"Blood relations of the husband and blood .,...,.1- tions 
of the ~ife arc not rel ated to eac· other ~Y affinity . 
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I. or does the term ' affin i t y ' ordinarily i"lclude uereons 
related to the spouce s i pl y by a ffini ty. 14 

In Lncyclo~edia Jrittanica , llth Cd . Vol . 1 , n a ,e 301, 
t he aut hor l"t:-s t 1e foll o inr, t o say about affinity : 

11 T'~c marri ar c 'l~vin , made t hem O'lC person ( t.usba':'ld ::~n d 
ife), the blood r e l a t ions of eac~ 2re held as rel ated 

by affinity in the s ame de~ee to t he one spoure ~s by 
consanguini ty to the othe r . Eut t he rel a tions! ip is 
only i t h t he married· par ties t he sel vee and do .. (" ." t 
bring t hose in affinity ith t hem i n affinit y i t h e~ o~ 
other; so a ife ' s s i ste r has no affinity to her ~~~~ ~d ' s 
brot''1er. " 

The J1dge is rel at ed to the i fe by &ffinity a 1d is Also 
rel n ted to the ife's r::other bv affini t y . The -ife is r el f'ted 
to the mothe r by co"'lsangu i nity and the ife is related to the 
s tep- father by affinit y . Under the foregoing rules, ho"!!Je·T "?" ' 

e ... re of the op i n ion t ha t t he step- fat her of t 1e ife 
, e8 1i e&:P is no t related b·r n.f f 1Yl ity to t he Judge of t h e County 
Court . Under the above rule t he marriage of t he Judge of 
t he County Court to t~\C 1fe auld not b r ing in to rel ;->tionsh i p 
by affinity t he ste fat he r 'liho is rel a.ted t o t 1e <7 i fe only 
by a:ffin i ty. 

It i o t he r efo re t he op i nion of t .1 is Deoartmen t t hat t he 
Judge ot- t e Count·r Court ould .ot be guil t y o! v i ol t ing 
Section 13 of Art icle 14 by apoointing t' e ate - fat he r of hie 
wife for t~e renaon that e?id step-fat~~r of l is ife is ot 
rel ated to h i m either by consangu~nity or ~y ~ffi~lty . 

Very trul y ours , 

AP ... ROV'liD : 

At t orney General . 
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