
DIVI SI ON OF HEALTH : Birth certificate of illegitimate child 
adopted by husband of chi ld ' s mother in 
adopt i on proceeding in which natural mother 
did not join should contain information 
regarding adopting father and information 
contained in orieinal birth certificate 
regarding the natural mother. 

BIRTH CER'riFICA 'IES : 

ADOPTION : 

Fl LED 
May 11, 1953 

/ 

Honor able J runea R. Amos , J.~ .D . 
Dir ector 
Division of Hoelth 
J efferson Cit y , Mi s sour i 

Dear ~ir : 

':'his department io in receipt of y r ur reQuest f'or 
an o f ficial opinir n . You thus stato your opinion requ~s t : 

'' The no.tur 1 .nothor of o.n illcr.;itimate ' 
child subsequently married. The hus-
band of t he ch i l d ' s nothor hus o.dopt~d 
t ho child, but t 1 o natur a l mother did 
not onte r into t l .. o adopti" n . Tho child 
happono to be of l ocal O.[p a t tho 
pr eoont ti11e and her consent v.as obt ained . 
The ou~s t ion is , in artendinr the birth 
certificate for the odoptod child, 
doe s t lw natura l nether ' s inf orontion 
appear on the amended certif icate 
a l ong w~th tho adoptinG father , even 
t~toue)l ohe did not ente r her consent 
or otherwise ont qr into the adoption? 

"t-o need t .e opinion so that we will 
know bou t o prepare th~ anonded certi 
ficate . Tl1is i s tho firs t i nstance that 
we have whore the natural mother has 
not a r,roed in writing to tho adoption 
of hor ch ild by hor husband . " 

' e r.ould firnt ca ll your attl)~tion to Se ct~.on 193 . 100 , 
Ret o 1949 , wl1ich soction r ends : 

" 'i thin t l1e tir.le prescribed by t he 
division a cortificat ~ o~ every birth 
shall be filed rdth t he l oco. l re~is
trar of tho district in which t ho 



birth oecurred, r:~ tr..o phynician. 
!.11<h'r1ro. o:- othor lo .. ally nuthorized 
por":lon in attendance t the l>i:rtL; 
or i f r.ot eo a tt nded, by ono of t .o 
pnronta . " 

Th~ ce.&·tl.fic te of birth hieh io provided for by tho 
above s e tlon cont~ins certnin inforrnction regarding t~~ 
pnr""'nta of the child, i f t ~ J:'\I'enta , or eithar of t hen, ero 
known. whethe r tt.ny c..1-oo tJ.Srried or unn rriGd. In t'b.is 1n
s tanco the unmarried mother o:' the peraon in quostion was 
known. o assuno thnt birtlt. certif1cnt'l a ttado out, 
givlng i r1formt' on rog r ding t ho natura l mothar. scon aftor 
t he birth o f' the 1ld, since you 1nquil'O whether the nnt:.1rnl 
mothor • o 1n.forr...n.t1on should app nr on t h.e cmondod bb~th 
eorti f'1ca t e . 

Se c tion 453. 100. RSt-!o 191~9. statos : 

" Af t e r the entry of the doc J o of o.dopt1on 
tho c l erk o f t~ court nhall ir!?lotUa tol y 
sond to th~ divi 1on or h alth o t· the 
state dcp~r~~nt of publ1c ho~lth and 
ol~~re n c r~1fied copy of the adoption 

doer~o and uoon the r equoet or the 
p(\t!.tionor or pet!t1onars in the dopt1on 
proc~eding, or of the adopted person. 
tho di,, · oion of health al 11 chc.n; o the 
birth r 1eords to c onfor.t:: to n"·id decree . " 

. cct!on 193. ~50 , P.St"o 1949, provides no f'ollo :s : 

uin c asr. n of adoption ~e otnte res 1s-
trar upon r c cet t ott a c ... ·t1 f 1ed eopy 
o.: an o:-der or eocr:sc ·o: adoption ahnll 
prepare o. suppl etlentary eorti.ficoto tor 
c h ildt•en bol'n :in t· d.s otate in the ncu 
name of the adopted person , and n~al 
end t'ile t l.A orir~nnl ce1•t.:.r1cnte or 
birth 1th sald eortifi e e -py nttu.ehed 
tuut-cto . Such sealeu <".JC~ nts 'CtAJ' bo 
oponed by t he state ro~1at~nr onl y 
u pon tho d and of tho ndoptrd poraon 
1r of ler.~ 1 ace or l>y nn or(1c r or court . 
Upon rceoi~ t of a ccrt1fi!:d copy ot 
n court order of ap~ulroent o: adoption 
tho otato ro i strar shnll r Gntoro 
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Honorabl e Jrm es 1. Anos , r· . D. 

t he ori~inal certificate to its 
oricinal place in tho fi l es . " 

The changing of tre birth r ecords to conform to the 
adoption decree crun be accomplished in t is case only by the 
showing on tho n ew birth certificate of information r egarding 
t he adoptins father and t he s l~11ine on the mm certificate 
of tho i nforoation r et;ardiTlE' the natural nother , since such 
inform... tion is officially on file in tho Division of Health. 

CONC LUSIOll 

It is t he opinion of t~is office that a birth certificate 
amended subsequent to the adoption of an ill egitimate child 
by tl e husband of the ch i l d ' s nother, in w~ich adoption the 
chil d ' s mother ~id not join, shoul d contain in addition t o the 
information r eear djng the adoptinc father t ho inforr.a.tion 
contained in the origi nal birth certificate' regarding t he 
natural mother . 

Tho forogoinc opinion, which I hereby approve, was 
prepared by r:ry as si s tnnt , Mr. JTu~h P. \ illiar.tson. 

HPW :mm:-lrt 

Yours very trul y , 

J OHU z• . DAL'l'OlT 
Attorney General 


