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'~• herewith render our op1n1on ae r•queated by JOU on 
the tollowlng tacta stated. 1n a latter t'Pom .',1'r. c .. n. nawaon 
ot Grant C1.t7• 'llaeouri, to you, wh!.ch reads ae followaa 

•r wish JOU would go 1nto the AttomeJ 
::reneral•s office and ask '1,~r. MclU. ttr1ck to 
look up the fl&Y1aed ttatutes ot \!1eaour1 
ot 1929, f:ect1on 13'118 and the tollowtnc. 
Now thia 1a ~.n regards to the auction 
bua1ne~a. I want to know it theae bo,Jft 
OYer in Iowa h.a'Ve a riaht to eo•• OYer 1ft 
';11ar,ouza.1 and cut prices, unleae the7 Pl7 
a tf'~e th1~t !a set out jn theae aect1one I 
'!'lentloned &boY•• 

I like comoet1 t1on 1£ 1 t J.a cle&Jl, but I 
don 't 1 1.ke thia eu.t tbroa t buaineea. 
Buaineaa 1a hard enough to get now with­
out haYing 00"!1P4tt1t:1on 1:lke th1a coming 
1n on a fellow. 

If he th1nke theae bo7e ahould take out a 
license. have him WP1te the Proaecuttas 
Attorney ol' the Sheriff of th1a CountJ." 

It S,a our op1n1on that oeraona doing ar, ~motion bueineer· 
·:,;uet have a license to do ~. Chapter 111, R. s. ~.·,o •• 1929 • 
pertalne to public auct1oneera and e~:>ct1.on 13'118 or ea14 chanter 



·2-

urovictea ae follow•• 

"No pel'aon atall exero1ae the trade or 
buatn••~ of a publlc auctioneer 'bJ 
••lllng any goode or other pttope:rttr 
aubject to dut)' under thta eba'f)tw1 or real estate. without a 11cenee. 

•TMre aball be lew!~d and pa14 upon tbe 
-proc..U ot the aalf:.:a ot all proy,er'7 at 
auo,ion. except aa bere11aatter excepted• 
• dutJ ~ the atate on 'h• proc .. d.e of 
all eal•• ot pe~aonal. propertr, except 
oorpoft,i.on awoke, one md a balt l'Mifl 
cean.• 

Section 11.,58 provides wbat alee ot ~·'Y at auction 
eha.ll be free ot clu\J', and read• •• tollowet 

"8alea of pPOpWtJ at auot1on ehall be tree 
ot duty 1n th(l tollow1ns oaaeet Firat. 
when 41rected bJ an7 •t•ht• of th1e 
atate OJ' ot the Uftited stateaJ aeooa4• 
in executing an7 ordeP, JudWNnt ora deerM 
or any eom-t or Justice ot the peace of 
th1a atate o;:a 07 court ot t:t:Mt lb1ted :=tat••• 
1n ca•• or. ballkrupta7 or iniJOl••or, pur. 

euant to ar17 law o.t thie atate ot ot the 
Ul\1te4 Stat"•• th1r4, when aold b7 an:v 
t!"UetM 1n aontormc:tty to a d-.4 of' trust to 
eecwe the parmf?ftt of' debteJ t~th. pPO"rtJ' 
of dttceaaed peraona aold bJ autlb.ortlr of 
oxeoutore or- adminiatratoreJ tlttb, boe.te. 
vtte .. la, P&fte, lnllber and otber propert7 
wrecked, atpanded a.r tound adrttt !n anJ ot 
the •t•~"• of or adjomtng this sta.t•J e:txtb, 
11•• atoek, ag:toul tUPal pro4uet1ona, taPM!ng 
u,-tena1la and houaebold and fd.tchen fun1ture 
so14 1n. the county or tbe O'Wfter' e ree14•o•r 
seventh. land or leasehold t·ntereat ~ePeinJ 
•tgbth, eaoh 11ceneed aaeroharlt ahall ha•e 
the pr!vllece or selling ort, at auction, at 
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the end ot nery twlove 'TIODtha after tbe 
commencement or ,_.,_. li.)ua1n•••• &ft7 reJ"uee4 
atook of goods wh1eh he may have ha4 on 
hand tor ei.w month& preceding, wl,bout 
obtaint.ng an -auctioneer'• ltc•n•• tor that 
pUl"'pose." 

. It 1e \hue aetm that a person &ft3age4 in buainee11: ae a 
oublic auetlol'l"P wet havft a 11eenae when he aelle poda or 
p:rcl)erty aubject to dut7 and mu•t likew!ee aoeount to the State 
for the dut;r. 

':~:•e call .attention to other aect!ona ot the etatutea. 
to-w!\ 11 S$Ct1.on 13719, wh1cb l"-.d• aa tollowe: 

"~;y.:::.,- pel"eon who ahall exel"e1ae the tPade 
or bua!llesa or an auctioneer wlthout a 
lloense aball be liable tor the a!SOH~l\ ot 
dutr paJable b7 law on the property eo1d." 

:.~ecticm 13'726, reade •• tollow • 

"'!'here lball be levied upon everr 11cen••· 
to be paid to the eolleotor betore the 
del!.Yel"J ttt.reot, aa tollowaa 

I-On aoh l1cen•• fOP one month, 
twent7•tl•• dollars. 

II•-On each 11een•• top tbPee ~on,ha, 
tit\J" dollara. 

III•••3n each licumee tor •1~ months., 
eevent;r•tJve dollara." 

Section 1$718 provides tor a bond to be SiVen b$fore U7 
license ahall be grante4. 

Seot1on 13'141 provides a pen.alt7 ror Ylolat!.on of the 
prcv1a1ona of ea1d chapter. 

S.ect1on 13'120 reade u tollowau 

"The clerks of the re~tpect1Ye countJ' 
eourta ahalJ 1aeue, at eaah term, •• 
;uftJ blank auction llceneea to,. ten da1•• 
and tot- one 11 three and a!x montre, re­
epeot1velJ, ae the co·mty courts ahall. 
d1reot. • 
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·,.~e call attention to th!e aectUon ln th.e etatute, wtlicb 
in our op1n1o.a,~~ r'i• nll aa the other aeet1one heretotol"e re.renec! 
to, bar•e pareona not resident of the State trom coming !nto thJ.a 
state a:"ld. here exvctal:ng the buelneae or trade of' public auctioneer• 
:ing: which la Beet1o!l 1372'1 R. fl. "4o •• 1929., alld Pe&de as tot lowe t 

Thel"etore, tt auetioneera_ reetd•t ot the ;:;tate of Iowa. 
eo:ne over into M1eaourl and here practloe the buetneea or trade 
ot "public ~tuctloneer:t.Jtg. tt such 'Violate the atatute qa al'e 
aubjeot to pt"Oa-.ut1on tor m18demeuor. !~~•en tt the$• J'&rtlee 
fro,. Ion dee1r•4 to be 11ceaae4 theJ' eould not be. (Sao. 1372"1} .. 

we bell••• tbat this aneweJ-a yoUP 1nqu1ry and tf you vtll 
eeDd a COP7 Of thta Opl.n!Oft to JGUr ~08Hllt11lg AttOPrUl7 Wi\h the 
request \bat lt theee Y1olat1on• &P@ oeotlrl'1ft8 Sn h1s Coun.t7, we 
a:re eer-tain that he will put a atop to ~. 

• 

It we •7 be ot turtber aaatetaao• to ;vou pleaf'e comtaad. 

J;ic;y i0fri''7ir61 
At t.orn•;r-GetU.9Nl • 

J••• L. uoranoetel 
A~alatant Attorne,..~lenes-al. 


