ATTORNEY GENERAL OF MISSOURI

Brue SCHMITT

November 2, 2021
Hon. Tom Vilsack
Secretary, U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Food Safety and Inspection Service
1400 Independence Ave. SW
Washington, DC 20250-3700
RE:

Docket No. FSIS-2020-0036/RIN 0583-AD89
Comment - Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Dear Secretary Vilsack:
I am writing in response to the United States Department of Agriculture's (USDA's)
invitation to comment on an advanced notice of proposed rulemaking relating to "the labeling of
meat and poultry products comprised of or containing cultured cells derived from animals ..." 86
Fed. Reg. 49,491 (Sep. 3, 2021).
Dwight Eisenhower once remarked that "Farming looks mighty easy when your plow is a
pencil, and you're a thousand miles from the corn field." There is wisdom in this statement by
the nation's 34th President. Farming is an ancient and honorable vocation that requires common
sense, skill and no small amount of perseverance. In particular, raising livestock for market
requires constant attention and dedication as the farmer or rancher's investment in a particular
animal or herd can be lost at nearly any moment by disease, theft, adverse weather, preying
animals, broken fences or any number of other factors. It's a job full of long hours, at all times of
the day and night. And, its hard work. It means getting up in the middle of the night, in all types
of weather to birth a calf. The "lab" is the fields, and working there means dirt under nails and
hay in the boots. And, there is a lot at stake ... generations of family have been working the land,
but it could all be lost with one bad year.
Yet despite the long hours, the hard work and the assumption of financial risks that most
citizens avoid by seeking out a more predictable "9-to-5" job, Missouri's farmers and ranchers
persist and in so doing form the economic foundation of the Show-Me State. Agriculture is
Missouri's number one industry, employing nearly 400,000 people and contributing $88 billion
to our economy.1
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https://agriculture.mo.gov/abd/intmkt/pdf/missouriag.pdf
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