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JEFFERSON CITY
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June 1, 2018

OPINION LETTER NO. 092_2018

The Honorable John R. Ashcroft

Missouri Secretary of State

James C. Kirkpatrick State Information Center
600 West Main Street

Jefferson City, MO 65101

Dear Secretary Ashcroft:

This opinion letter responds to your request dated May 22, 2018, for our
review under § 116.025, RSMo, of a proposed fair ballot language statement
for the initiative petition submitted by Sean Soendker, relating to an
amendment to Article III of the Missouri Constitution (2018-051). The
proposed fair ballot language statement is as follows:

A "yes" vote will amend the Missouri Constitution to
change the process and criteria for redrawing state
legislative district boundaries during
reapportionment (redistricting). Currently,
bipartisan house and senate commissions redraw
boundaries and those maps are adopted if 70% of the
commissioners approve the maps. This amendment
has a state demographer chosen from a panel
selected by the state auditor redraw the boundaries
and submit those maps to the house and senate
commissions. This amendment would then allow
changes to the demographer's maps only if 70% of the
commissioners vote to make changes and do so within
two months after receiving the maps from the state
demographer. The amendment also reduces the
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limits on campaign contributions that candidates for
state senator or state representative can accept from
individuals or entities by $100 per election for a
senate candidate and $500 for a house candidate. The
amendment creates a $5 limit on gifts that state
legislators and their employees can accept from paid
lobbyists or the lobbyists’ clients, and prohibits state
legislators and their employees from serving as paid
lobbyists for a period of two years after the end of
their last legislative session. The amendment
prohibits political fundraising by candidates for or
members of the state legislature on State property.
The amendment further requires all legislative
records and proceedings to be subject to the state

open meetings and records law (Missouri Sunshine
Law).

A "no" vote will not amend the Missouri Constitution
regarding redistricting, campaign contributions,
lobbyist gifts, limits on lobbying after political
service, fundraising locations, and legislative records
and proceedings.

If passed, this measure will have no impact on taxes.

Pursuant to § 116.025, RSMo, we approve the legal content and form of
the proposed fair ballot language statement. B

Because our review of the fair ballot language statement is mandated by
statute, no action we take with respect to such review should be construed as
an endorsement of the initiative petition, nor as the expression of any view
regarding the objectives of its proponents.

Very tguly yours,

1]

JOSH . HA
Attorney General
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