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OPINION LETTER NO. 128-88 

The Honorable Roy D. Blunt 
Secretary of State 
St~te Capitol Building 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 

Dear Secretary Blunt: 

This l.etter is in response to your request for our review 
under Sections 116.332 and 116.334, RSMo 1986, for sufficiency 
as to form of an initiative petition relating to the amendment 
of Article IV, Section 30(a) of the Missouri Constitution. 
A copy of the initiative petition and the proposed amendment 
which you submitted to this office are attached for reference. 

We approve the petition as to form. However, since the 
Secretary of State has been given final approval or rejection 
authority under Section 116.332, our approval of the form of 
the petition does not preclude you from rejecting the petition. 

Inasmuch as our review is simply for the purpose of 
dete~ining sufficiency as to form, the fact that we do not 
reject the petition is not to be construed as a determination 
that the petition is sufficient as to substance. See Moore 
v. Brown, 165 S.W~ 2d 657 (Mo. bane 1942). Likewise, since 
our review is mandated by statute, no action we take with 
respect to such review should be construed as an endorsement 
of the petition or as the expression of any view respecting 
the adequacy or inadequacy of. the petition generally or of the 
objectives of its proponents. 

Enclosure 

Very truly yours, 

~2a)~ 
WILLIAM L. WEBSTER 
Attorney General 



~ty=-------,.. 
~ ,. ~ •. ________ _ 

.:t .is a class r., lll,isdemean9r for .anyone to si9o a.ny init:ial;ive pet:itial with any nasre 
other ~an Ms Oo'fl, or knowinqly tJJ sign his name mo~e tl}an (Jlc.e for the sane tteasure for 
the 5a."!'C elE~::"tion, oc to siqn a petitiQQ ~n rn k~ he is nc;>t. a l:e<Jist~red voter, 
;--------------------------------,---------------~-~----:----------------­
---------------:--------------------~--r------------------

INITIATIVE PETITION. 

'I'o th~ Honorable Rcrf D. Bl~t, Secre~ry pf State for the state of Hissouri: 

~ the undersigned, registerf:ld voters of the state of ·Missouri and of : 
County (or city of st. Louis), .respectfully order that the followinq 

-p-re::-. iX'S--e-d...,-a_me_Od-.,-me_n_t,--to- the cons ti. tution shall be submi t'ted to the voters of the state 0 f 
r1lsSO'.J::i, f or their approval or rejection, at the 9eneral election to be held on th~ 8th 
day of tklvell'ber , 1988 , and e~ach f or himself says : I have personally signed this petition; 
1 aa a registered voter of the state of Missouri and County (or 
city of St. Louis); my registered voting address ~nd the name of the city, town o~ village 
in which I live are correctly written after 1ny name. ~ \ ·ij 

CI0Cl1LA10R'S AFFIDAVIT ~i'\_ ...... 'L. ~- ~~ if ~n· ~ 
STi\TZ 0: MISSOURI )~ ~ ~ 
COutli":' Oc ....,. 

stat:.e o! J1J.ssouu, being first duly sworn, say (print or type names of sig s) :_ 
1, , a 11issouri registered voter and a ·rside~ .Of t 

RmiSTE:RED vorz~ ~· 
ADDRESS N~ 

1. 

2. 

3. 

.:. 
s. 
6 . 

~~ 

8. 

9. 

10. 

u. 
12. 

13 . 

.1~ ~ 

15 . 

16. 

17. 

18.. 

19. 

20 . 

Name 
(Signature) 

DATE 
SIGNED 

.J.J_ 
_j.J_ 
.J.J_ 
_/_I_ 
_j.J_ 
_j.J_ 
.J_j_ 
_/_/_ 
_}_/_ 
_/_}_ 
_/_/~ 

_j_j_ 
_/_/_ 
_/_/_ 
_/_/_ 
__;__;_ 
_/_/_ 
_/_/_ 
_/_I_ 
__!_/_ 

(Street) (C~ ty, ZIt' CONGR. (Printod or 
TO'o.n or V~llage} COO!: OIST. typed) 

si'"~ t..~!.!: p.:;c -o! t .he foregoing petition, and e~ach of .them signed his name thereto in my 
pr;sence; I believe that eadh has stated his name, registered voting address and city, 
to-~-:1 cr villa9e correctly, and that ei!ch signer is a registered voter of the state of 
~iss--uri and County. 

S1gnature or Art1ant 
(Person obtaining signatures} 

Address of Affiant 

s::::s:::ribed ard s\oiOm to before me this ___ day of ____ , A.D., l9_. 

S1gnature of Notary 

!~ c:=r.~ssion e~pires ------~-=~=====::=:==::::::::::::: .................... .-...................... . 



~- ~ ··-· .!!';-

• ~ Conatitutional Aae ~.ent to adjust the alloca' ·?n of funds to th• 
County Aid Road 1'rua .. Pund to fif~een percent 1u .... to allocate to 
~ountiea defined in Section 31 of Article VI of the Hissour~ 
Constitution a percentage of ~he increase in the Motor Fuel Tax 
.,.hich b•came effective after May 31, 1981. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

BE IT RESOLVED by the People of the State of .Hissouri 
that the Constitution be amended· 

~- . 
Tha.t 11.t ~be next gencra.l election to be held in the 

state o! Miuouri. on Tuesda.y 'next following tho first 

..n•• .. u••:t ln November, 1£188, or o.t a. ~o •. 

article IV o! the ConsLiLution o( the State or Missout·i: 
Section A.. Section 30(a.), article IV, Consti~ution 

of Mis&ouri,urepealod a.nd one new section adopted in 
liou thereof, l.o be known as section 30(a.), to read as 

follows: 

Section 30{a). 1. On and after tho !il'st day of the 

month next !allowing tbe ndoption o! this section, o. tax 

upon or measured by !uul used for propelling high way 

mor.orvebicles sb!Lll be levied nnd collec\.ed es provided 

by la.w. Any amount or tbe tax collected wi U1 respect to 

ruel not used for propelling hi~hway motor vehicles 
aha.ll be refunded by ~be sLate in tho m~nner provided 

by law. The rema.inini nel proceeds of the tAx, alte1· ~·) · ··.c..~-.-..... ,. 

a.nd shall s\&nd appropriated wit~out legisla.ti ve action 

tor Lhe !ollowinir purposes: _ . 
(l) Fifteen Percent llS\) of the rema1ning 

proceeds ~lua.ll tie d~Jpositud in a special tt·ust lund known 

ll.& U1e "CQunty Aid Roo._d Trust Fund" which sha.ll be 

crudited "to the various counlios of the sto.te on the 

following bD.Sis: One-hal! on tho ratio tho.t the county 

roa.d mileage o£ each county beo.rs to tho county road 

· mileace o( the entire state o.s determined by lho last 

available repot·t qt the slo.te high ¥fays and transporta-
Uon commission and ona·bal£ on Lhe ratio thaL the 
rur~ll~d valua.LiQn or uach county bcu.rs to thu r-urnl 

la.nd v!Llualion ot the 1mU1•e ::;t<L~o a.s doLOl'mined by Lhe 

vmacea, 
l!l!'!:'rpon.ted villa~~:i. towns or ci tics sbo.U bu uxcludud 

in such detormin11Lion. except thnt. if the assessed 

valu~~oUon of ru1·a.lltmds in o.ny county is lllss U111n five 
million dollat·s, tho county :;hall be treated as having 
a.n a.ssossed valua.Uon of five millio11 tlolln1·s 

provided however, U1o.Lout or the notproceuds rcsultln!! 

!rom o.ny incre11se in the rntu or the motor fuel tu.x 
which became oUective tLft6r May 31, 1!JS7, U1ere shall 

net 

·.· 

... 

.• 



article V ,f .the Mlnoutl ConatltuUon. U\ r ounl 
! : - • ~ ~ 

-Cqu.al to four percent of the county aid ~oa4tru•~ •untl; 
provided further however, the: four percent ahall not 
apply to thole fund• allocated to the county at.! toad 
truJit fund aa are1ult of the percentage in effect prior to 
June 1,1987. The funds credilt!d to each county shalt be 

used by the county solely for the construction. re-

1:onstruction, maintenance nnd repairs of rands. 
bridges and highways, and subject to such other 

provisions and restrictions as provided by law. In the. 

absence of other controls provided by law, the state 

highways and tra.nsportation commission shall pre­
scribe policy, rules and requirement !or the expendi­
ture of U1ese funds by counties, including, among other 

things, highways and transportation commission 

approval of plans for projects on which the funds are to 

be used. ·In counties having the township form of 

county org:miz:~.tion, the funds c1·cdHed to such 

counties shall be expended solely under the control 

and supervision of the county court, and shall not be 

expended by the vadous townships located within 

such counties. ''Rural land'' as used in this section 

shall mean all land located within any county, except 

land in incorporated villages, towns, or cities. 
(2) Fifteen percent of the remaining net proceeds 

shall be allocated to the various incorpora.ted cities. 

towns and villages within the slllto lm ving a population 

of more than one hundred ~ccording to the l~st pre· 

ceding !edel"lU decennial census, solely for construc­
tion, reconstruction, m~inlena.nco, repa.ir, policing, 

signing. lighting a.nd cleaning roads and streets and 

for the payment of principal and interest on indebted­

ness incurred prior to January 1, 1980. on account of 

road and street purposes. and the use thereof being 

subject to such other provisions and restrictions as 

provided by law. The amount apportionable to each 

city, town or village shall be based on the ratio that Ute 

population o! the city, town or village bears to the 

populaLion of all incorporated cities. towns or villages 

in the state having a like population, as shown by the 

last federal decennial census, provided that any city, 

town o1· village which had a motor fuel tax prior to the 

adoption of this section shall annually receive not less 

than an amount equa.l to the net revenue derived 

therefrom in Ule year 1960: and 
(3) All the remain in~ net proceeds in excess of the 

allocations to counties, ar.d to cilies,lowns and villagea 

under this section shall be allocated to the state and 

sha.ll be disbursed as p1·ovided in section 30(a) and (b) 

of At·ticle IV of this Constitution. 

2. The director of revenue of lhe state shall make 

the division and apportionment of the funds montltly 

in the manner required hereby. 

3. Except fol' taxes 01· licenses which may be 

imposed uniformly on all merchants or manufacturers 

based uponsalcs.onvllich unifo1·mt~· apply ad valo1·em 



If 

to the stoclts o! m~:rcnants pr pumu!a.cturers, no poliU· 
cal subdivision in this state sh~Lll collect an:y tax, 
excise, license or fcc upon, measured by or wilh 

respect to tho import~tion, receipt; manu!ac~ure. 
storage, transportation. sale or use. on or after the first 

d,_y o[ the month next following .the adoption of this 

section of ruel used tor propelling motor vehicles, 
unless the tax, excise, license or !ee is appr1:1ved by a 
vote oC Ule people of ~Lny city. town or villiLge subse­
quent to the adoption of this section, by a two-U1irds 
majority. All funds collected shall be usud sol~:ly for 
construction, reconstruction, maintepancc. ,repair, 
policing, signing, lighting, and cleaning roads and 
streets and tor the paymcn t of principal and interest on 

indebtedness inc.1rred prior to January 1, 1980, on 
account o! rou.d and street purposes. 


