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September 26, 1979 

OPINION LETTER NO. 63 

Honorable Kenneth W. Shrum 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Bollinger County 

• P . 0 . Box 3 3 8 
Marble Hill , Missouri 63764 

Dear Mr . Shrum : 

This letter is in response to your question asking : 

"May the Bollinge r County Library Board 
of Trustees convey by lease the use of a 
room of the Bollinger County Library to 
the Bollinger County Historical Society?" 

You also state: 

"The Bollinger County Historical Society is 
desirous of having a place to hold meetings 
and store their records . In order to p ro-
vide such a place, the Bol l inger County His­
torical Society has offered to build an addi­
tional r oom onto the Bollinger County Library 's 
present building , with all expenses to be paid 
f or by the Historical Socie ty. This addi tional 
room is to have title vestee in the Bollinqer 
County Library. In return, the Bollinger County 
Library i.s to lease the use of thi s room con­
structed back to the Bollinger County Histori ­
cal Society for so long as the Bollinger County 
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Hom,rable Kenneth l!IJ. Shrum 

Historic~ l Society exists and has need for this 
rooro . Should the Boll1nger County Histo~ical 
Society ever cease existen~e , the lease would 
r e ver t back t o the Bollinger County L1.bra.ry , 
··ith a bsolutely no res~rictions or res~rvatLons. " 

Xssentially, under the facts you state , the BoJJinger County 
HistoricuJ Soci rty would bulld such a room fol. lts own use and 
use such space without payin~ a ny rent f or s o l ong us the society 
wi shed to use the r oom. 

The Bollinger County Lib~ary District is a librar y district 
organizLd ~nder the provisions of Sections 1 82.010 , et seq . , RSMo , 
&s a mended . We know of no express authority given such a district 
to make such a ]ease , and , ever, if such e xpress authority did exist , 
i t£ consti t utl on-.~.li t y \-TOuld be doubtful. 

ln this r espect we enclose our Opinion No. 288 - 1969 , to 
SeieJ, which is self-explanatory . 

The Bol l inge r County Hi storical Society is, we understa nd, 
a not-for-profit orgauization . It is our view , however , that the 
Jie\-TS Wt~ expressed in Opin1on No. 288-1969 apply to not- for­
pr o fit as well as for prof1t corpora tion s and accordingly, we 
knof o f no authority, e x press or implied , f or the Bollinger 
County Board of Trustees to lease such 3 room to the Bollinger 
County His torical Society . 

Encl~..>suYe 

Op.No . :88-l9C9, SeLer 

-2 -

Ver} truly yours , 

~~~r--
JOilN ASHCROFT 
Attorney Gene~aJ 


