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Honorabl e Jack E . Gant 
S t ate Senator , 16th District 
41 6 State Capitol Building 
J efferson Ci ty , Missouri 65101 

Dear Senat or Gant: 

OP I NION LETTER NO . 196 

Th i s opinion letter is in response to your question concern
ing t he effective date of recent amendments to school district 
boundary chang·e: a:cbit:r:ation procedures . You reter to Ct. b01J!!.0.3.ry 
dispute between the Kansas City and Independence School Districts 

· and suggest that the statutorily provided·arbitration procedure 
ma y have to be implemented prior to July 1 , 1974 . You specifi 
c a l l y inquire whether the law governing the manner in which arbi
trators are chosen is that whi ch appears in the Revised Statutes 
o f Missouri 1969 or whether i t is that which is found ·in House 
~ill 158 , 77th General Assembly (1973) , which amends the stat
utes found i n the 1969 r evised statutes . 

?ro cedures for the resolution of s chool district boundary 
line d i sputes are set forth i n Sect i ons 162 . 431, 162 . 681 and 
1 62. 691, RSMo 1969 . In House Bill 158 , the General Assembly 
r epe a l ed those thr ee sections and replaced them with a single 
n ew Section 162 .431 . However, Section A of House Bi l l 1 58 :states , 
"This ac t shall b e come effective July 1 , 1974 . ~ · 

The General Assembly may specify a date in the future on 
wh i ch a statute shall become effective . Section 1.130 (2), RSHo 
1 969; State ex rel . Brunjes v . Bockelman , 240 s .w. 209 (Mo . Banc 
1 92 2) . Since the General Assembly has exerGised this power with 
r egard t o House Bill 158 , we may not disregard t his expression 
of legisl ative intention . 



· Honorable Jack E. Gant 

Therefore, it is our opinion that the provisions of House 
Bill 158 do not become effective until July 1, 1974, and that 
until that time procedure provided in the Revised Statutes of 
Missouri 1969, is applicable. 

Very truly yours, 

~-J~.J:/7 
JOHN C. DANFORTH 
Attorney General 

- 2 -


