
JOHN C. DANFORTH 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 

AP'f!'Tq).JRNEY GJfil.NJEllRAJI .. @JF' ~11U§l§@UlRJI 

JEFFER§ON C.ll_T'Y 

Dr. Arthur L. Mallory 
Commissioner of Education 

May 31, 1972 

OPINION LETTER NO. 158 

State Department of Education 
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Dear Dr. Mallory: 

This letter is in response to your request for our review 
and certification of the State Board of Education's State Plan 
for fiscal year 1973, under Title VI, Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965, Public Law 91-230, 20 U.S.C. Section 
1401 et seq. 

Our review has taken into consideration the Education of 
the Handicapped Act, Public Law 91-230, 20 U.S.C. Section 1401, 
et seq.; Federal Regulations (45 C.P.R. 121, January 1, 1972 
Edition); Article III, Section 38(a) and Article IX, Section 2 
(a), Missouri Constitution; Section 161.092, RSMo 1969, andre-
lated provisions. 

It is the opinion of this office that: 

(1) The Missouri State Board of Education is the "State 
educational agency" defined in 20 U.S.C. Section 1401(7); 

(2) the Missouri State Board of Education has authority 
under State law to submit the State Plan pursuant to the Educa
tion of the Handicapped Act and to administer and supervise the 
administration of the Plan; 

(3) the Missouri State Board of Education has authority 
under State law to carry out, directly or through local educa
tional agencies, the activities described in the Plan; 

(4) all Plan provisions are consistent with State law; and 
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(5) the Commissioner of Education has been duly authorized 
by the Missouri State Board of Education to submit a State Plan 
pursuant to the Education of the Handicapped Act and to represent 
the Missouri State Board of Education in all matters pertaining 
to that Plan. 

In conjunction with this letter opinion, which constitutes 
our official certification of the State Plan, we have completed 
a certification form consistent with this Opinion Letter. 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN C. DANFORTH 
Attorney General 
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