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This letter is i n response to your opini on req ue st in which 
you ask t he f ollowing two questions : 

' 1. If an additional County Jail may be 
built in Hannibal, Missouri , or another 
p l a c e i n said County, must said County 
mai n t a in a County Jail at t he County Seat 
of Marion County, a t Palnyra, Mo . 

2. f·1ay the County Court build and main­
tain an additional County Jail at rlannibal, 
Missouri, or any-other p l ace in the County 
it chooses -- t hat is , i f t he County Court 
decid ed to build an additional County Jail , 
other t han or i n addition to t he County Jail 
a t Palmyra, Mi ssouri, must it be built in 
hannibal, ~issouri, or could it be built -
say - mi dway between Palmyra and hanni bal, 
Missouri, but i n Mario n County . ' 

You have ind i cated and are correct of course that the county 
seat of Mario n Coun ty is Palnyra and the Hanniba l Court of Common 
P l eas is hel d at llannibal, Missouri. 

In answer to your second question first, you have a l so i n­
d i cated that you have a copy of Op i n ion No. 88 , da t ed April 1, 1 971, 
to the Honorab le A. J. Sei er in whi ch we he l d that unless t.he ex­
ceptions to Section 49.310, RSf,1o 1 969, apply the jail mu st be 
e rected a t t he county seat. We beli e ve that this opi n i on answers 
your second ques tion. That is, t he Hannibal Court of Common Pl eas 
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is established under Section 480 . 190 , RSMo 1969, and under Section 
480 . 200, RSMo 1969, within the limits of Mason and Miller town­
ships in the County of Marion exercises exclusive original jur­
i sdiction in all civil actions and also in all criminal actions as 
are had and exercised by the circuit courts of this state. 

Section 49 . 310 authorizes the county court to construct a 
jail at more than one place when more than one place is provided 
by law for holding of court. Therefore , in the premises the county 
court has authority to build a jail at both Palmyra in Marion 
County and at Hannibal. It does not have authority to build a jail 
anyplace else in Marion County and therefore , does not have authority 
to build a jail at a location between Palmyra and Hannibal . 

In answer to your first question while we might reach a different 
result if the legislature authorized the holding of such court at 
two places not including the county seat, it is our view that this 
section does not authorize the building of a jail at only Hannibal 
and not at the county seat at Palmyra . In the premises Section 
49 . 310 requires that the jail be at the county seat but authorizes 
the building of an additional jail at Hannibal where the Court of 
Common Pleas is located. 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN C. DANFORTH 
Attorney General 
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