
June 17, 1971 

OPINION LFTTPR NO . 305 
Answered by Klaffenbach 

Honorabl e Carl R. Noren, Director 
~issouri Department of Conservation 
P.O. nox 180 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 

Dear -1r. 'Noren: 

F l L E 0 
Jo~-

This letter i s i n response to your opinion request i n which 
you ask whether the Mi ssouri Conservation Commission has the aut hor­
i ty to partic i pat e in a progr am des i onated as the "t-ti.ssouri Conser­
vation Commiss i on Empl oyeE's' I nsurance Program" which provides 
hospital covera9e, major medi ca l , an(~ life i nsurance for the em­
p l oyees of th~ Conoervation Commission, by ass i sting in the support 
of such a progr~~ by defraying a portion of the insurance cost 
out of the Co~iGsion 's funds. 

You hav e a l so referred to our Opini ons tto . 425, dated August 
17, 1 970 whi ch was d irected to you , ~o. 500, d~tcd Nov ember 18, 
196 9, to t he hon orabl e A. Basey Vanland inghac, and Opinion No . 93, 
dat ed September 9, 1969 , to t he Honorab l e William J. Cason. 

In our Opinion of August 17, 197 0 to you, we noted t hat it 
was our view t hat the Conservation Commission is g iven authority 
to set s a laries and compensate its employees a nd is not prohibited 
in the form in which such compensation ma y be qiv e n and t hat there­
fore the Conse rvation Commission had auth~~ity to purc hase liability 
insurance coverage on its employees for that period of time in whi ch 
they drive motor v ehicle s owned by t he Commission as part of the 
compensation of s uch employees. 

The theory of that opinion i s applicable in this instance and 
we are therefore of the view t ha t as a part of s uch compensation, 
to be f ixed by the Commission i n accordance with the p rovisions of 
Section 42, Article IV of t he Missouri Constitution, the Commission 
may p rovide suc h hospita l, major medi cal and life insurance coverage 
for its empl oyees . 

Very truly your s, 

JOHN C. DANFORTH 
Attorney Gener a l 


