
April 8, 1971 

Honorable ~pennc th J. Rothman 
Representative, 36th District 
Capito l Building - Room 410 
Jeffer son City, ·~ssouri 65101 

Dear Repr esentative Rothman: 

Ooi nion Letter ~o . 24 4 

Answer by Letter (Klaffenbach) 

FILED 

o7¢f 

Thi s l etter i~ in response t o your opinion r equest which 
asks whet her an elect ed municipal mar shal i n St . Loui s County 
must t ake the cour<Je in la~: C'n force.'llnn t p r escrihed by Section 
66 .250, RS~o 1969 . 

That secti on rrovides · 

" 1 . Any "1erson hir ed a'ter October 13, 1963 , 
to ser ve as a po lice officer in a munici pal 
po l i c e depar~~ent in any county o f th~ first 
class havinn a charter form of gov ernment 
shall , within s ix !llont hs a fte r beginning such 
employm~nt, s~tisfact~rily compl ete a l aw 
e n forcement off icer t r aininq course conducted 
by tne count y police 1C'nPrt~ent or the stat e 
h i ghwa y patrol or any accredited coll~ge courGe 
for police offi cer s . 

" 2. Any per son r~quired by t his section to 
compl e te a training course who fail s t o no AO 

within t he six months' period shall not the reaf t e r 
receive any compensat ion nor shall he be auth
orized t o act as a police officer until he has 
satisfactorily c ompl eted t he course . " 

We note that this section r efers expr ess l y to any ~person 
hired" . While various meanings have been qivf"n tt·) tl-- c> '~ord 
"hire" , ~'lords and Phr ases, "Hire'' , p . 14 9, et oeq ., neverthe
less in each case if a t all possi b l e t he constr uction of the 



Honor able Kenneth J. Rothr1n 

statute should be cons istent with the i ntent of the l eqislu
ture. State on Inf . of Taylo~-~.:_!<ib~, 20 8 SW2d , 2 SS (r1o 
Sup. 1948}. 

Cl ear l y the nPna l t y pr ovisi onG c f t he section woul d e ssen· 
tia ll v cre1.tc , v .:1c~ncy in the offi ce i f the lanquaryc ·'la!" ~,.... 1 , 
to a"')nly to e l ect('\~ o~~icers . '-Je do not belit?ve that the l ~g
isla ture i ntPndef t 0 nl ace additiona l qualification~ "" ~ c~ 
elected o~fice or t o create a cause of forfeiture . 

We ar e accorn i nql y of the view t hat Section 66 .250 doe s 
not apply t o cl ~cted municipal marshals . 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN C. DANFORTH 
Attorney Gene r a l 
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