
April 1, 1971 

Honorable Allan G. Mueller 
Represent ative , Dis trict SO 
Capitol Building - Room 415 
J efferson Ci ty , Missouri 65101 

Dear Representative Mueller : 

Opinion Letter No. 233 
Answered by letter-Klaffenbach 
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This letter is in response to your opinion request in 
which you ask concerning the constitutionality of House 
Bill No. 962 of the 76th C.eneral Assembly which has not as 
yet r e ached final oassage a nd which relates to pawnshops 
and pawnbrokers , with penalty provisions. In particular, 
you ques tion thAt portion of the bill which r equires that 
the licensee take and reta in a photograph of each person 
l:lho pawns tangible personal property for a loan of money. 

In C~!1_~~~-t:.: __ Jos~h v. Levin, 31 s.w. 1 01 (1895) the 
Supreme Court of Missourr-upheld the constitutionality of 
a ci ty ordinance r equiring pawnbrokers to keep the de
scription of property l eft in pawn together with the name 
and residence of the person by whom such prope rty was left 
and to submit such records for inspection by the police 
on demand. In our view t his decision is still controlling. 

We h ave examined the questioned portion of the bill as 
well as the bill in its entirety and find no constitutional 
infirmity. 

Very truly yours, 

JOHN C. D~FORTH 
Attorney General 


