
!'r. Joseph Jao,~e!" , Jr. 
Director ot Parks 
Missouri St~te Park Board 
P. 0 . Box 176 

March 25, l J70 

120~ Jeffercon Bui l ding 
Jefferson City, ~issour1 65101 

D~ar Mr . Jaer.er': 

Answer b y letter-Wood 

OPINION LZTTER NO. 251 

You r ecently inquired 1f Section 111 . 121, V.A.M. S . , affects 
the follow1nu: bu1ldint..s cr fP..cil1t1es under thf> jurisdiction of 
the State Park Board : 

11 1. Buildin: s and/or fac111t1es lease <l to oon­
ceesionaires . by the State Park Board? 

";? . Statf! Park Board persomJel r esic..lenoes? 

''3. ~tate hi storic Shrines and Bu1ld1nrs ? 11 

Section 111.121, l/,A.r.r. s. , reads as follol>/s : 

'' The county clerk, Loarrt of eltct1on co,..n1s­
e1 oners, or other proper election officia ls 
havint authority over any general, special or 
local election may deai r.nate tax-:sup oortea 
public bu1ld1nt s to be used as poll1hf' places, 
and HO of1'.1.c1al 11nv1nr chargEl or control or any 
public bu1ld1n0 s.twll refuse to permit the use 
of the bu1 l d1nu !'or election purpos es. " 

It is MY Ol)1n1on th3t a bu1ld1n& owneo by t he State of fU.saourl 
but properly leased by the State Par k board to a private individual 
or corporation 1& not a » ta~ -supr orted public Duildln~· within the 
contemplation or ;.ection 111.121 durinr the ~Nl sed period . 



Mr. Joseph Jaegert Jr. 

'' ... 'When a lc A.se 1s y, iven by th(\ :Jtate to 
an 1nd1viuual or private corroration, the les­
see thereby obtains for hie or its private use 
certain ri~hts ana privileres in , to ru~d upon 
such real estate. 'rhesc r1~ht3 nnJ privileges 
constitute private property over whicn the les­
see has, and may exercise, absolute dominion 
nnd ot1nership withir. the limitations of his 
or its lease .... ' . .. '• (Iron Courtty v. 
State Tax Commi~sion, 437 S . W.2d 665, 670 {Mo. 
en bane 1968)) 

It is my further opini on tha t building::: owned by the State of 
M13souri and usea by the St ate Park Board solely as dwellin~ nouses 
or r esidences by its employPes are not 'tax-suoported public build­
ings " within the meani ilJ; of Section 111 .121 . 

11 
• •• ' Mo..nifes t l y that lanp;uage Me<lils a place 

exposed to t he public, and where the public 
,:;ather tor-:ether or t'lass to and fro. a.nd. the 
bui ldin~ referred to means a public one, and 
belone1ne to or us ed by the publlc for the 
transaction of public or quasi public business, 
GUch ns a schoolhouse, courthouse, ~r other 
similar one .' . .. " (~tate ex rel Perc uaon v . 
Donnell, 163 S. 1'1.2d 940, 914 4 (Pro. en bane 
19112 )} 

Finally. it is my opi1lon t hat h1~tor1c b~ildin~s owne~ by 
the State of Missouri and controlled by the State Park Board for 
display to the publ1 c would be "tax-supported public build1n&,s '' as 
euvisioned by Section 111 . 121. 

Yours very truly, 

JOhN C. DANFORTh 
Attorney General 
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