
JUN 191968 

Honorable J • .J.nth9JlY Dill 
RepreQentat1ve--44th District 
8011 Grandvist& Avenue 
Affton. Missouri 63123 

Dear Representative Dill: 

Ol'llflOR o. 297 
Anowored by Letter 
(Peterson) 

FILED 

In yoo.r recent opinion request you11 1n part, statech 

"Art . 9 Sec. 3 (b) of the Conatitutloo or 
1945 requires that twenty-ti ve percent ot 
the •state revenue •, exclusive ot interest 
and sinking fund be applied &Mually to 
tha support of free public schools. 

Art. 4 Sec. 30 (b) of the Constitution of 
1945 appropriates without legislative action 
all •state revenue • derived fron1 highway 
users to highvay purposes. 

l respectfully request your opinion as to 
whether the term •state revenue' aa used 
1n Art. 9 Sec. 3 (bJ includes that state 
revenue derived from hiGhway. users to 
which Art. 4 Sec. 30 {b) applies." 



Honorable J. Anthony Dill 

The meaning of the word "state revenue" as it is employed in 
Article IX, Section 3 (b)*, has been we ll s ettled since 1915. 
'l'hat year, the ?-liszouri Supr ene Court c ons true d the word "state 
r eve nue " f o und in Art ic le .h.I, Se c tion 7 , I-Iissouri Constitu t i on , 
1375, predecessor of the present Article IX, Sectio n 3 (b), ln 
~tate ex re l. Gas s v . Gord::m, Mo . .-upp ., 181 S . l-1 . 1016 . 

The court in t he Gass case, supra, defined "state revenue" 
as being " . • • t he a nnua 1 a nd current income of the state, 
however derived, \'lhich is sub j ect t o appropriation for general 
public use". (l.c. 1020). The c ourt then continued to state: 

11This excludes such income a s t he constitu­
tion . • . z'lBy specif ics lly de vote t o a 
z pee ia l ourpose . . . or '\'lhi ch is not re­
quired to be paid into the sta t e r evenue 
fund, but int:) a special fund , e . ~ ... 
the .:oney derived from l icense fees on 
motor vehicles . . . 11 

( l. c . 1020) 

Article IV, Secti::>n 30 { b) , specifically direct::; that all 
::;tate revenue derived from hiuh,·zay users as nn incident t:) the 
usc or r i.;h t to use the hit;llways of the state, less ce:ttn .:_p 
specified costs and certain refund::;, shnll be credited t:) a 
special fund and strn,., appropriated \Hth:)ut lec;islative action 
f::>r certain purpose~ . 

TherefoL'C , it \lould nppenr abundantly clear that 1'unds 
derived fr::>r:l lli_;h\·my users pursuant to the authority :)f A:.·t :-- lc IV, 
3cction 30 ( b) , suprn, are state revenue but such revenue is t o 
be credited to a special fund and therefore l'lould not beco.1e 
subject to appropriations for public schools or any other ~encral 
public use . 

~IA P: ~ lf : fb 

Your::; very truly, 

NOill-iAN H. ANDERSON 
Attorne y Ge ne r a l 

*All r eferences herein t o the Constitution are to t he Missour i 
Constitution of 1945, as amended, unless otherwise noted . 
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