
D!~PAR'l'tiffiNT OF REVENUE : The disposition 0r ~t~te rec0rds , re~ard ­
lesr> of pre-ex.i ::> t .i n;~ lc:tvJS, is now ;>;ovcrned 
by rules and re~ulat tons promulc ated by 
the State Records Commission pursuant to 
Section 109 . 310, Rsr~o Supp . 19 65, af.'tcr 
the effective date of the adoption of 
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OPINION NO . 127 

May 9, 1967 
~ ·- vi L~En 

Honorable Thomas A. David 
Director ( ~~lP- 1) Department of Revenue 
Jefferson BuildinG 
Jef fe rson City, Missouri 

Dear Mr . Davjd : 

This is i n answer to your request for an opjnion of this 
office regardin~ the authority of the Director of Revenue t0 
photostat and then destroy the original records and documents 
referred to :l.n Section 301 . 360 , RSMo 1959 , which reads as follovTs : 

11 The director of revenue may destroy the 
f ollowlne records: 

11 (1) All surrendered or assi .c;ned 
certificates of ownershjp of motor 
vehicles and trailers after ten 
years ; 

11 ( 2 ) All applications for transfer 
of registrations of motor vehtcles 
and trailers and all alphabetical 
and numerical f :tles of records re­
lating to the regi stration of motor 
vehi cles and trailers after five 
years; 

11 (3) All applications for dri vers 
licenses after four years; 

'
1 

( Li ) All applications for rep, is­
trati.on of motor vehicles and 
dealers after one year; 
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" (5 ) fl.ny r) ther records rclat'n·: 
to manufac turer ' s and dealer ' ~ 
rer;i strati on of motor vchicle:"j and 
trailers, which in the discretion 
of' the djrector of r evenue shnuld 
be dc;,troyed af t er ten year~; 

"(6) The applications for rc··istrations 
of chauffeurs, r egister ed operators 
and certifjcates of ownershjp shall 
be preserved as permanent recordr . 11 

In 1q65 the le~islature enac ted Sections 109 . 200 throuGh 
109 . 310, RSMo Supp . 1965 , entitled 11 The State Records LaN 11

• Thi s 
act created the State Records Commission and authorized it to 
determine what disposi t ion should be made of the various r ecords 
and documents of the state . Section 109 . 3JO, RSMo Supp . 1965 , 
thereof provides: 

"Records shall be destroyed accordinr; t0 the 
provi s ions of e xlsting law and adm·Inistr Fttive 
regulat·ons until the state re~ords commission 
promul~ates rules and regulations for the 
destruction of records . All p r ovisions of law and 
all administrative rules and regulations fo r the 
destruction of record s are repeal ed uoon the 
effective date o f the rules a nd rerulat~ons f or 
the destrur. tion of reco rd s adop t ed and promul gated 
by the commission pur usant t o sections 109 . 200 t o 
109 . 310 . 11 

Thus, it may be seen that regardless nf pre-existlng laws re­
lating to the destruction of records , this matter ls now governed 
by the State Records Law , and after the promulratinn of rules and 
regulations by the Sta te Records Commission, records may be destroyed 
only according to the pr ovisions of such rules and re~ulation s . See 
our Opin ion No . 351 , t ssned November 1, 19o6 , to the Honorable Jame s 
C. Kirkpatrick , Secretary of State, a copy or which is enclosed 
herew j th . It i s our understanding that rer;ulattons have been mad e 
for the destruction 0f the re~ords se t forth in Section 301 . 360 . 
You should consult the Stat e Records Commiss ioner t o determine the 
procedure for the destr uc tion of the partJcular rec0r ds about which 
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you inquired, and you are no longer bound by the requirements of 
Section 301 . 360 . 

CONCLUSION 

The disposition of state records, regardless of pre - existing 
laws , is now governed by rules and regulations promulgated by the 
State Records Commission pursuant to Section 109 . 310, RSMo Supp. 
1965 , after the effective date of the adoption of such rules and 
regulations . 

The foregoing op1n1on, which I hereby approve, was prepared 
by my Assistant John H. Denman . 

Enclosure : Opinion No . 351, Kirkpatrick 
11 -1-66 
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