Opinion No. 166
Answered by Letter (Stevens)
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Honorable Gerald Kiser
Prosecuting Attorney of Clay County

Liverty, Missourt
Dear Mr, Kiser:

hmmnodptctmlcktwerms 1965
requesting an opinion regarding the di of the
two districts under Section 49,010 RSMo, 1959.
Your letter is as follows:

"I have been mgogunqxw
regarding Section which
for the tiond‘thn Court

and the division of the county into dis-
tricts,

"The Section provides in part follows
'mm?mmz' unm" ldly'
m:rmwomu-u-gu,
.wm” ll!ll E near "m
pquhttuupuu e, without dividing
mmicipal townships. g

;m ago vhea the County Court was
m#ut Clay County was divided
into two distriets which complied with
the population provisions of this statute,
m, at the .g: time, the VWestern
County Court et exceeds in popula-
tion many times that of the Eastern Dis-
trict. This results from the extention
of Kansas City into the VWestern part of
our County.
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"Ihe questions are as follows:

more equal?

"2, If the C Court does have the
power to re-di is 1t the duty
of the M‘on-dimm
this statute?"

Section 49,010 RSMo, 1959, prw%‘d'u that the County
Court shall divide the county into * & tyo districts
of contiguous territory, as near equal in population as
practicable,® # #"

This office recently passed on this guestion in a
letter written to Clifford A, Falzone under date of
March 30, 1965, relating to County Judge Districts and
we are enclosing a copy of that opinion herewith.

Ve are also enclosing a copy of an opinion written
to Charles V. Barker, dated June 19, 1952, which opinion
is referred to in the Falzone letter, We believe t
these will supply the answer to your first gquestion,

In to your second question as to whether or

Therefore, it is the opinion of this of
(1) the County Court has a right to divide a

i
8
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two equal districts, according to their ulation, for
the of elect Judges of the C Court, and
(2) 1t is the duty of the court to do so as soon as con-
veniently possible.

Yours very truly,

NORMAN H, ANDERSON
Attorney General

Enclosures (2)
OHS/s}



