
May 24 , 1965 

Honorable Harold L" Pr14k1n 
Count, Counaelor 
Jackson County 
~1te 205 Court Rouse 
Kansas City, M1s&o-ur1 64106 

Dear Mr. Pr1dlt1n 1 

OPINION NO . 117 
Answered by Letter 
( Chitwood ) 

FI LED 

111 

This ott1ee is 1n ~eceipt of ~our req~eet tor a l egal 
opinion in which tba!'ee ot the t our inQu1r1e·a concern the 
appoin~aent ot Class "C0 and ~cial deputy coroners by 
the Jacka® Count)" Cor oner. '!'he t ovtb 1l14u!l7 1a 1J:l re­
gard to the equipping ot a lab-ontoey 1n a non-ool.UltJ' 
hoapttal. at the ex:penae ot J•okson Couat,.~ M18aour1. Bach 
ot aat d 1DCJu.1r1ea will be oona1dered and enswerecS here in. 

ln an opi nion of thia ot t ioe written tor Honorable 
W111.1am A. Colle t ., Pt-oa~eu_tins Attorney ot _,.ckaon County, 
M1saour1, on November a1, 1956.; 1t waa con~lwt•d the 
Jael,tac>o Count7 Cora~ waa unauthorized to •ppoint "a~cial 
deputT ooroners1

' except to till poa1t1on• created b7 stat­
ute-

S.id opinion pointed qu' that Seot1on 58.150 RSRo 
1999, (aubatantially the same a•· seetlon 58. 1SO RSK3 cam . . 
Supp. 196), except tor 1ncreaaed oOIIPenM~on ot cleputr 
c~on.r•) , created •apeo1al deput7" •n4 •extra 4eputr 
poa1t1ona wltb atatut~ o~n .. tion. Since the statute 
<U.d not p-ant tbe owone.- power to appoint "no o~naa• 
t1on" apeo1al d.eput1ea and extra deputtea be waa unaw­
tJ\oriaed ~o appoint auoh "no OOilPenaattont deputteai A 
eopJ" ot t!lia op1l'l1on ta encloaecl,. an4 ia believed to anawer 
70V tb1rd 1r:Wiub7 1n the negative. 

Your ruet 1DQuil'T aake 1t the J'ac.ltaon Count)" Coroner 
oan appoint pe•c• ott!~ aa Cla•• •c" 4epuey oorone~e. 
who are to rece!.ve no OOIIIPenaation,. other than that re­
oei•ed t~aa ~be1P respect1¥e ab~rt~~ or pol1oe departmente. 
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'l'be ooroner ia autbonsed b7 Seot1.on 58.150 RSJio Cull. 
SUpp. 1963, to appoint deputies 1n Claaa A, B, c. and D, 
and to fix their OCIIP•naat1on within the 11111ta prOYicled 
tben1D._. It is noted tbe eeot1on .. ntlona the appo1ntMnt 
ot oOIIf4tllAted Claaa •c• deputies, oonaequentl7, tor the 
.... reeaona &l••n 1D the encloaa4 op1nlon, the ooroner 1a 
uaautboriaecl b7 •1d .-..t1on to appoint Claaa "C", no 
oo.pel'UI&tlon deputies# and our anenr to the ttrat lnquirJ' 
1a in the negative. 

'l'be Moond inquirJ' allka, 1t' the ooroner ean appoint 
a~ob Claaa •c" deputies to ae~e without oa.penaatlon ae 
aforesaid, can Jaokaon Count7, Miaaouri, pa,. tor tbetr 
tratntna and MOea8U7 equt.-.nt tar auob tra1n1n&t at 
the 1Jn1vera1tJ' or IU.aaour1 at JCanNs C1t7. Missouri. Ob­
Tioualy th1a 1nq~1ry 1a baaed upon an atttr.atlve answer 
being s1ven to the t1rat inquiry. Ina•uch aa a neptive 
anawer waa given to the ttrat 1nQuir7 • it 18 believed to 
be wmeoeaBU7 to an&lfer tbe second one. 

The tourth inquir7 aaka 1t the Jaokaon Count7 Coroner 
oan u.ae t\mde HOe1Tecl tree .Taokaon Cou:nt7, Mlaaour1, to 
purohaae a toxioolog laborat017, with ownerabip of the 
laborato17 1n a non-count7 hospital, where it is located, 
tor uae of the boap1tal and aucb coroner. 

we un4eratand the "tunda Noe1 ved tro. Jaokaon Count)'. 
1Uaaov1, • are tboae belonatns to the oounty, nprdleaa 
ot the k1nd or clasa ot county tunda troa which they llisht 
be taken. 

Bo 1nf'or.at1on i8 pven 1n the ~ oonoerni.Ds the 
hoap1tal, exoept that 1a is deacr1bed aa "a boapital other 
than a o~ hospital. • Reprileaa ot tbe ownerahlp o~ 
auoh hoapltal, the anewer to the 1nqu11'7 1a the aaae. 

'!'he tourth inlll~UT involves the pJ'opoait1on aa to 
~ether a county or other political aUbd1v1a1on ot the 
State ot Kiaaour1 -., ;rant public aonw,r or property to 
a pr1nte ·peraon, aaaoo1at1on or corporation. 

A oORtr1but1on or tbia kind baa been held to be a 
violation ot Article ~. Sections 23 and 25, Constitution 
ot M1aaour1, b7 the Courta, unleaa the contribution t•lla 
within the exoept1ona atated therein, ( aa1d exoeptiona are 
1nllppl1oable here and lfill not be quoted). 
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In &tl op1J11on ot thta ott1ce wr1t;ten tor Honorable 
Juaea 'f. R1ler, . Proeecut1q !ttqrner ot Cole County, ms­
sous-1, on Pebrua-l'J' 29, 1952, tbe above aent1oned Conat1-
tut1onal sn-ort dons were quoted an<l d-!ecuaaed, and 1n 
llhicb 1~ was pointed out said aeoti.ona d.!d not pes-mit a 
p011t1cal aubd1v1a14n of the ata~e to contribute publie 
motaet ·or P1'QPel'tF to a private corporation. It was con­
elll>ded tbat no M1secnar1 Count~" can contr1but e or stYe 
._,. publlo 1'Unda to the "Bxeolltive Calaittee ot the 
Greato~ Jet~erson cttr Committee, lno.,• a prtvate corpor­
ation. 

'fhe tactual situation inYolved 1D said op1n1on <litters 
hom th~ on• now under cons1dttrat1on, ret the legal pl'-"1n• 
o1p·lea 1n\'olwd in eaob are the saM., and tor tbe aue · 
reasons given 1n auch op1nton, our anawer to the rourtb 
1nquf.r7 herein,. 1s 1n the nept1ve. 

This v1&l1 ot the law, howev~r ~ does not mean to say 
that no l~gal ~ can be fOWld to aoccq>l1sh the same or 
cdm1J ar result. However, we £eel compelled to l!ld.t our 
anawer to the precise 1n<JUtr7 aUbm1tted. 

Enc~-osures (2) 

PNC/sj 

Yours VeJT truJ.r-. 

NOlU4AH H. ANDERSON 
Attcrne7 General 


