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Dear Mr . Du.nn : 
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In your let -l;e-r o! Se~ .... ~mbe.,.· ~7~ 1."~64, .JOU st;a te -:;ha~ 
r e publica n ca 'rldida '"es ror ·~~o1.:L!'--:y o:ff" ... ce- tn :·a:39'?r ~ounty 
pay an assessmen t- o;.o rhe --aa!er Co m:cy Reft"•j ~li :a...YJ. CommL::;cee 
Fund and you itquire as t;o "~a--::her ~hese Fls~eaemeno;s a re 
campaign e.Jtpendll.i·..trea, as c-on.,..~mr.lated by r..r.e: r"~,J!'I"'u.rc: Fract.ices 
Act , s o that; they snoulJ be r·er~ord-=.:t l.n C'1.e recorde.c" 's <.ffLce 
when the ca.'l·j.i•jate l"~ .l""B t.:is af'fi'la vtt of cB.:!h~a. tg-n ~xpEf'18""5 . 

It is our v.tew fila. .. yovr· quest cr. !nvv:.veQ a!' l~"ter­
preta tirJ!l of Se,u_.l.on ... ~9o- - ), BSlY'o ..... 9?9. ·!'"t..a,. Sf> :-~on reads 
aa fol l o\'Jf:l 

"Every person w.t~o fl r_a .l i be a cand 1.da+e 
·before anv cauc1J.8 or· C:<)X"tirer_+·ion, or· a t 
any pri mary el~::-.,..1on., or a t any e._e(.t;1.on 
tor any stai·e, ::o;::- 'v·, ~ 1 ~v, t.o·,r"'let .. ip, 
1.1 s -:r-1-::t or np;n.l.ct.i.~ a .... of i'~ cc, o r• l or• 
senator or r·c::~.1ese""~~a:1 "~ tn "":!le ge--"'4t>ral 
assem[ ly o~: fJilsso1.1t"'.. or ~o.r· SE'r .a <).r· or 
represer a· tva 1n ~n~ 'ongreae o: ~~~ 
trn1 ted S a es _, S!'a.L.-, w1 tr.ir -·'- 1 r· .... y da ys 
after ~he ele --:lo~ ~eld ~o :t ~ .l ~~en 
offlce orr ... a e , ~kt:" ('!..:. .. anj :, . .:'.e t~• ~ 
t;he officer e:rnom•rer·~'i by law :O:"I l.sf'· ... ""' + .... _c­
c~r t .. ! l"'.a~.e of e.1.r-n:;ion ~o s ..t r. ot::.'l.c.c or 
pla e , an·l a duplicate thf>reo.:: w1.~t· .... .,..e 
recor 3""r of deeds for t'1e 0oW1+:y 1!'1 w~ tc·h 
euch ~a~iictat.e r~ sidea , a Ftatemer~ 1r 
writirg, wt.1.1ch 3r..9."",.;emerot: and d'.tPl!.C"'a ~e 
aha 11 be s ubsc· £'1 bed a...'"ld sworn t.o v e1 •. ch 
candidar.e before aro of·f'1'= er au thorizeu 
to administer oaths, se":.t.l.ng for.th. 1."1 
detail a 11 Btw!S oi" money, ex(' eJ: t a .ll eums 
paid tor a c: t ..ta l t-ravellng expenses, .ln.­
eluding he• e .... or :oaglng "bt LJ.a, '\on+.rU:)utod, 
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disbursed, expended or pro~sed by 
h~, and, to t he best of his knowledge 
and belief, by ~~y other persons or 
pet's on in his behalf, wholly or i:n part, 
in endeavoring t o aeaure or in &n7 way 
in connection with b1s nomination o~ 
election to su~h office or place , or in 
cormeotion with ·che elect ion of any 
other persona a t said el~otion, &nd 
showing the date~ when and the persona 
to whom and the purposes for which a ll 
such auma were paid, expended or promised. 
Such statement shall also set forth that 
the same is a~ full and explioit as 
affiant is able to mak~ i t. No otrieer 
authorized by law to issue co~aaiona 
or certificates o:r election shall iasue 
a commission or certificate o:t' elect~ion 
to any such person until such statement 
shall have been so made, veri:t'ied anti 
tiled by such persona w1 tb. said ot.tieter . " 

The language o:t' the above section is gen~r~l and inclu­
sive and it does not purpor·t; to exclude con;ributions simply 
because they might be construed to be aaaessaentn rather than 
voluntary donations . It' shoul d further be noted that this 
seotion uses the language "setting forth 1n detai.l all sums 
ot money" and therea:rter expressly excludes "·t;ravt,ling 
exJ)enaes" only . This section also provides that oampaign 
expenses shall be reported i t ·t hey are .expended "ln connection 
wit}). the election ot any other persona a t said eleol';ion" . As 
we understand the facts o:t' your case it is admit t ed that such 
funds are so used. 

Aa to what constitutes campaign activity, we believe 
that this is properly def ined in Norris ve. United St .a.tes, 
c.c.A, Neb., 86 P.2d 379, 382, as follows : 

"'!'he word 1 campaign, 1 when applied to a 
personal political candidacy, m~ana 
all the things and necessary legal and 
tactual acts done by the candidate and 
his adherents in an et:rort to obtain a 
majorit y or plurality or the votes to 
be caat in any election tor a public 
ottioe . In short, a campaign tor a publ i c 
ottioe in a public elaction merely and 
simply means running tor ottice , or 
candidacy tor ottioe, aa the word 1a used 
in commqn parlance and aa it is understood 
by the man in the street . " 
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CONCLUSION 

Therefore, we believe that the descr:tbed politlcal 
committee assessments are reportable campai g.a expenses. 

This opinion, which I hereby approve~ was wr•iti-t en by 
my Assistant, Clyde Burch. 

Very truly y o-u.l"'s $ 

/~,C:E~ 
THOMAS F. EAGLETcl - . - . 
Attorney General 


