
Opinion No . 340 

November 6, 1964 

Honorable William G. McCaftree 
Prose~uting Attorney 
Vernon County 
Reed Building 
Nevada, Misaouri 

Dear Mr. MeCaftree: 

F\ LED 

This is 1n anawer to your recent reque.st for an 
official opinion of this office, wnioh ask3 tour queationa 
relating to tbe abolition ot the townahip tor.m ot government. 

Section 65 .620, Rm4o Supplement, 1963, is controlling, 
and reads as t'ollowa: 

"1 . Whenever any county abolishes 
township organization the county 
treasurer and ex-otf1c1o collector 
shall 1mmed1~tely settle h1o accounts 
as treaourer with tbe county court 
and shall thereafter perto~ all 
duties, exercise all powers, nave all 
rights and be ~bject t-o Ul lla\>111• 
ties imposed and conferred upon the 
county collector ot revenue under 
chapter 5a ~ unttl the first Monday 
1n March arter the gen~ral election 
next folloWing the abolishment ot 
township organ1ation and until a 
collector of revenue for the county 
is eleote.d and qual.1tied. The person 
elected collectQr at the general 
election as arareaa1~, 1f said election 
is not one tor collector of revenue 
under chapter 52 RSMo,; shall serve 
Wlt11 the first Monday 1n March follow­
ing the election and qual1t1cat1on ot 
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a collector of revenue under chapter 
52 RSMo . Upon abol1 t1on or township 
organization a county assessor and 
county treasurer shall be appoJ.nted 
to serve tmtil the expiration of the 
ter.ms or such officers pursuant to 
chapters 53 and 54 RSMo • 

"2. Upon abol1 tion of township or­
ganization, title to all property of 
all kinds theretofore owned by the 
several townships of the county shall 
vest in the county and the county 
ahall be liable for all outstanding 
obligations and liabilities or the 
sev~r-a1 townships . 

"3 . 'fhe terms of office of all town­
ship officers shall expire on the 
abol1 t1on of township organization 
and the township trustee of each 
township shall immediately settle his 
accounts with the county clerk and 
all township officers shall promptly 
deliver to the appropriate county 
officers, aa directed by the county 
court, all booka ~ papers, recorda and 
property pertaining to their offices . .. 

Your first question asks: 

.. Shall the Township Collectors now 
holding office complete their duties 
under See . 6S-46o as 1959, making 
their final settlement in Jllarch ot 
the following year?" 

This must be answered 1n the negative as SUbsection 3 
ot the above quoted Section provides that "The terms of 
office ot all township officers shall expire on the aboli­
tion of township orcanization • • • • " Therefore, the 
townsbip collectors dutiea end on the abolition or the 
township organj.zation. The provisions in Subsection 1 of 
Section 65 .620, RSI!Io Supplement,l963 referring to March 
relate to the counjz collector and does ~ pertain to the 
to\fllahip collectors . 
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Your second and third questions read as follows a 

"I interpret Sec . 65-620 to mean that 
the County Court will immediately ab-
sorb all assets and 11ab111t1es of 
Townships . 

"One Township has a $10,000 bond issue 
voted April, 1963.. in which the lev:r 
is 45; on the one hundred dollar valua­
tion to be paid ott in 1968. Shall 
this indebtedness be a bsottbed by the 
County- it the 1ssue pasaea or continue 
to be an obligation of the Township 
aboula CO\.Ulty Porm of Government be 
voted?" 

As provided tor by Subseat1on 2 ot Section 65 .620, RSMo 
SUpplement, 1963, the County Court will immediately absorb 
al~ ass~ts and outstanding l1ab111t1es of the townships. 
This subsection read& in part, that t'Upon abol1t1on or 
Township organization, title to all property ot • • • the 
aeveJml townships • • • s-hall veat 1n the oounty • • • n 
Further, in th1s Subsection, it 1s provided that 'the county 
shall be liable tor all outstanding obligation& and l iabilities 
of the several townahi.pa. " Therefore, the count¥ Ghall absorb 
the 1n<ieb~dneaa ot the township when it is abolished. 

Your fourth questi on as.k8: 

"Does the pre-sent County Treasurer & 
Ex•Otticio {collector) serve as Col­
lector ot Revenue even tbough defeated 
1n the General Election the ~ day 
that Township Organization 1e abol1ahed?" 

This question 1.s answered attirmat,ively in that Sub­
section 1 ot Section 65 .620, RSMo SUpplement, 1963 apec1f1-
oally proVides that When .a county &bol18he& the townshi.P 
organiz.at1onk the person serving as "the county trea3urer 
• •• shall immediately settle his accounts as trea·surer 
• . • and shall thereafter perform all ®ties, exercise all 
p1:>Wers, have all rights and be sub3ect to all <>bl1gat1ons 
imposed and conterre4 upon the cGunty collecto~ of revenue 
••• until the first llonday 1n MaPcb after the general 
election next following the abolisnment of township organization 
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and until a collector of revenue for the county is 
elected and qualified. 11 

Veey tl'Uly youra ~ 

'1'HdMlS P. ll1Jt'!"1'6N 
Attorney General 


