
Op1n1on No . 320 Answered by Letter 
(Randolph) 

September 28, 1964 

The Honorable Karl R. Blackwell 
State Senator 
!Wenty-Second Diatr1ct 
Hillsboro# M1asour1 

Dear Senator BlackWell: 

I LED 

~0 

'l'hl.e letter 1e 1n response to your recent letter 
requesting an op1n1on or this office on the following ques
tions 

"Can a third class mun1c1pa11ty legally 
enter into an oral contract w1 th the 
count7 assessor to turn1ah an assessment 
list to .. id municipality?" 

Section 432.070, RSMo, provt~ea as tollawss 

~wo county. city# town, village# school 
township, school district or other mu• 
n1cipal corporation ahall make any contract, 
unless the same shall be within the scope 
or ita powers or be expressly authorized 
by law, nor unless such contract be ma~e 
upon a consideration wholly to be pertoraed 
or executed subsequent to the making ot the 
contract; and such contract# 1nclucU.ng 
the consideration, shall be 1n writing and 
dated when made, and shall be subscribed 
by the parties thereto# or their agents 
authorized by law and duly appointed and 
authorized 1n writing. " 



The Honorable Earl R. BlackWell 

~a statute req~res all contracts made by a mttn1e1pa11ty 
to be in wr1t1ng . The requirements o.f this section are manda
tory and an oral contract made 1n v1olat1.on theroof' 1s void 
ab init io and cannot be rendered valid even after services are 
per.formed or work done . St. Francois County v . Brookshire, 
Mo. Sup. , 302 SW2d 1. 

Accor~ly, it 1s our opinion that a third class munici
pal! ty may not legally enter into an oral contract with the 
county aaseaaor to turniah an assessment list to said 
municipality. 

DLihlt 

Yours very truly, 

TH<iCAS J . liGLI'roff 
Attorney General 


