
RESTAURANTS: Fried chicken so~d for consumption off 
premises and not part of complete meal 
must be sold by weight. 

MEALS: 
READY-TO-EAT MEALS: 
MEAT: 
POULTRY: 

August 12, 1964 

Opinion No. 276 

Mr. Don Thomason, Commissioner 
Department of Agriculture 
Jefferson Building 
Jefferson City, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Thomason: 

This is in answer to your· letter of July 22, 1964, 
requesting an opinion of this office which reads as follows: 

11 The Missouri Restaurant Association has 
asked this office for an opinion from the 
Attorney General's Office on Section 413.275, 
Missouri Weights and Measures Law, in order 
to determine whether the product sold by 
various business establishments, namely, 
chicken sold by the piece and removed from 
the premises, supposedly for a ready to eat 
meal 1 is in violation of Section 413.275, 
Missouri Weights and Measures Law. 11 

Section 413.275~ RSMo 1959, as far as here pertinent provides.: 

"Except for immediate consumption on the 
premises where sold1 or as one of several 
elements comprising a ready-to-eat meal 
sold, as a unit 1 for consumption elsewhere 
than on the premises Where sold, all meat1 
meat products 1 poultry, and all sea food 
except shellfish, offered or exposed for 
sale or sold as food, shall be offered or 
exposed for sale and sold by weight.u 

It is my unde~standing that this request was prompted by 
certain advertisements which advertise the sale of fried 
chicken at a specific price per number or pieces rather than 
by weight as required by Section 413.275. 



1'0 ~Orne \~Ti t hin the Statutory exception, the Chicken WOUl d 
hr.~. v.:: to be sold for immediate consumption on the premi s e s or, 
".::~ ~ cne of several e laments comprising a ready-to-eat meal sold, 
a 3 lT:'.. t ~ fo~ cor.sumption elsewhere than on the premise s where 
:';\ ~"· ~ '*- * . The t .. ords "several elements" and "as a unit" indicate 
t~- r a r·eady-to- eat meal must consist of more than one item of 
f ·ol. ~ertainly fried chicken is usually not considered a meal 
~~ ' se:f. It i~ ther e fore our opinion that fried ch icken alone 
~~ ~~~ a r~a1y -to~eat meal and does not come wi thin the second 
•:;,·v t:-i~n in Section 413 .275. 

CONCLUSION 

] he sJ.2.e or advertis ement f or the sale of a c e rtain number 
Of p~~~eS ~{ fr i ee Chi cken f or a Specified price iS i n Violation 
~r Sec~~ ~ ~13 . 275, unless the chicken is sold f or i mmediate 
(!on:;;u:nption on the pr emises where sold. 

T~e fore going opinion, which I hereby approve, was prepared 
by my As~i3tant, J ohn H. Denman. 

Very truly yours, 

11(~-= "a-.·lcr;-, H . • E G TON . 
Attorney General 


