
Opinion No. 146 Answered by Letter 
(Eagleton) 

April 3, 1964 Fl L E 0 

//j-6 
Honorable A. H. Spradling, Jr. 
State Senator, 27th Dietriot 
1938 Broadway -· 
Cape Girard-u, Missouri 

Dear Senator Spradlings 

'l'hia ia in answer to your request for an opinion 
of thi• offiae as ito whether or not a St. Loui.a hospital 
manag ... nt survey ia a public record under section 109.180, 
asMo eum. Supp. 1963. 

followas 
Section 109.180, RSMo Cw.. S~pp. 1963, reada as 

"Bxce~ •• otherwise provided by law, 
all a tate, oounty and municipal recorda 
US, purtuant; xe. atatutt 2£ O£dinapce 
tball at all reaaonable tiBet be open 
tor a peraonal inapection by any c~tizen 
of Kissouri, and those in charge of the 
recorda shall not refuse the privilege 
to any citizen. Any official who 
viol!-t•• the provisiorua of this section 
shall be subject to resaoval or impeach­
ment and in addition shall be deeaed 
guilty of a miad .... nor and ~pon con­
viction shall be p~nished by a fine not 
exceeding one hundred dollars. or by 
aonfinement in tl\e county jail not 
exceeding ninety days. or by both the 
fine and the confinement.• (~phasis a~pplied.) 

tt is our view tbat under the precise wording of this 
section the right of public inspection extends only to recorda 
~ept purauant to statute or ordinance.• We have found no 
a~a~ute or ordinance requiring the keepipq of this survey, although 
of· courae there waa an ordinance pasaed approp~iating money to 
have the aurvey made. 



Honorable A. 11. Spradling, 3r. - 2. April 3, 1964 

Attached is a copy of a recent official opinion of 
thia office of March 5 , 1963 to the Honorable w. a. Bates, Which 
diacuaaea Section 109.180, RSMo CUmo Supp. 1963. 

Since you were tbe author of Sec. 109.180, aometimea 
known aa the Open Public Recorda Statute, I fully appreciate your 
interest therein. I concur fully with your thinking that a aurvey 
of this type paid for at considerable expense with taxpayer a ' 
money should be made available to the public. If St. Louie 
officiala are unwilling to make available in~ormation of thia type, 
tben I believe that it will be necessary to amend Sec. 109.180 
ao aa to require that any record •kept pursuant to .2£ authoriztd ll:£ 
atatute or ordinance• shall be made public. 

'fPBaoh 
enc. 

Yours very truly, 

'l'BDIGB p • ~N 
Attorney General 


