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Dear Dr • Ulett : 
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This is in response to your letter of March 12, 1964, 
requesting an opinion of the Attorney Ceaeral on the question 
of whether the Division of Heotal Diaaaaea of the Department · 
of Public Health and Welfare of Missouri could be legally 
designated •• the nstate mental health authority" for the 
State of Missouri to receive and utilize Federal grants under the 
Federal Public Health Service Act. 

The Constitution of Missouri, Article III, Section 38(a), 
states: 

" * * * Mooey or property •Y also be received 
from the United States and be redistributed 
together with public money of this state for 
any public purpose designated by the United 
States. " 

The Legislature bas appropriated to the Division of Mental 
Diseases of the Department of Public Health and Welfare for the 
biennium ending June 30, 1965, all allotments of Federal funds 
received for the use of the Division 1o carrying out the Federal 
provisions of the mental health program. 
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Laws of Miaaouri, 1963, paaee 32 and 35, provides as 
follows= 

"There ia appropriated out of the State Treasury, 
cbaraeable to the fund aad for the aaency and 
purpose daalgoated, for the pexiod be&innin& 
July 1, 1963 and endiDS June 30, 1965, as follows: 

•••••••••• 
nseetlon S .140. piviaioo of MD tal disMaa!•• 
raaearch &rant a.ard.--To tha Division of 
Menta 1 Oiseases 

•tror aeaaarch Grant Awrd 

"All allotments, aranta and contributions froaa 
the federal gove-rmaent, private foundat1oos, or 
pharmaceutical comP4Dlea paid into the atate 
treasury under the provisions of the 'baearch 
Grant Award' under Section 301 (d) of the 
Public Health Service Act, as amended, or any 
other acta of Congxeas which provide federal funcla 
or funds from any otheZ' source for the uae of 
the Division of Mental Diaeaaas in carrying 
out the federal proviaiooa of the Mental Health 
Program. 

''Froaa Federal Pullet." 

Turning to the Federal Public: Health Service Act, 42 USC 
20 1 (m) thereof provides: 

"The term 'State mental health authority' 
means the State health authority, e&cept 
tbat, in the caae of any State in which 
there is a singlo State agency, other than 
the State health authority, charged with 
reapoaaibility for administerina the mental 
health prosr- of the State, lt M&Da such 
other State agency. " 
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That the Division of Mental Diseases ia the single state 
agency cb&Eged with the responsibility for administering the 
mental health program of the state appears in Section 202.020, 
JSMo. 1959, in the following language: 

"The division of 118Dtal diseases of the 
state department of public health and 
welfare shall bave the care and txeabae.Dt 
of pez"sons suffering from 188Dtal dieea•es * * *" 

It follows that the Division of Mental Diseases •Y 
properly be desipated as the MaDtal Health Authority uuder 
the Public Health SaTvice Act. 

It is our view that the Division of Mental Diseases of 
the Departmeut of Public Health and Welfare of the State of 
Missouri may be leplly designated as the Mental Healtb 
Authority for the State of Missouri for receiving and using 
Federal funds under the re~al Public Health Service Act. 

cc: Dr. Hardwicke 
c. Rouss Gallop, Director 
Department of Public Health 
and Welfare 

Very truly yours, 

TIKiflS I • BAQLBTOJI 
Attorney General 


