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State Tax Commission 
100 Bast Capitol Avenue 
Jefferson City, Missouri 

Gentlemen a 

You have requested the opinion ot this office on the fol-
lowlng question: 

"snould the property tax rates tor tlrat 
claaa and constitutional charter cit1ea, 
which are to be levied on locally aaaeaaed 
real and tangible personal property of a1r-
11ne companies, be entered in the c1ty tax 
books and collected by the city collectors, 
or ahoUld they be entered 1n the county 
railroad tax books and collected by county 
collectorat" 

Chapter 155, Revised Statutes of M1asour1, provides for 
the taxation or aircratt of airline companies. Section 155.060 
or that Chapter epec1fioally provides 1n parta 

11 'l'axea levied on all aircraft Wlder th1a 
chapter ah&ll be levied arid collected in 
the manner provided for the taxation of 
railroad property, and the county courts 
and other ofticiala shall perform tbe 
same dutiea and m&J exercise the same 
powera in leV7ill& and oollect1ns the 
taxea on aircrart aa such officials are 
required to perform in the levy and 
collection or taxas on railroad propert7 • . . ... 

The only reference in Chapter 155 to property other than 
aircraft 1e contained in Section 155.070 which prov1dea as 
follows a 

•All real property, or tangible personal 
property of whatever kind, of an airline 
company, with the exception or ita air­
craft, shall be aaaeased by the proper 
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aaaeaaora in the several caunt1ea, cities, 
incorpo~ated t~s and villaaea wherever 
the property 1a located, under the general 
revenue laws or the state and municipal 
lawa regulating the aaaeaamenta of othe~ 
local property :l.n the counties, c1t1ea, 
incorporated towns and villages, reapect1vely. 11 

Seotion 151.100, RSMo, contains prov1a1ona aomewha t aindlar 
to Section 155.070 ~lating to the assessment C!Jt local property 
or ra1lroada. However Section 151.100 baa the additional provi• 
sion that "the taxes on the property ao aaaeaaea shall bi levied 
and collected according to tne provisions of tn1• ohapter. 11 

(en. 151). Detailed proviaiona are set forth in Chapter 151 
respecting the levy and collection of taxes on local property, 
both real and p&raonal, of railroaoa. including those taxes due 
ci tie, a. All such taxes are due and paJable to the eounty collec­
tor under the prov1aiona of Section 151.200, RSMo. There is no 
comparable statutory prov1eion contained 1n Chapter 155 respect­
ing the levy and collection of tuea on local property of airline 
companies. 

Ina•muoh ae section 155.060 ~· 1n terms 11•1ted to the levy 
and collection of taxea on a*~craft, it t'ollOW11 that only taxes 
on aircraft are to be lev1e ana collected in tbe ••me manner as 
tboae prov14ed by law for the taxation of railroad property, and 
that taxe·s levied and oolleeted on all other propertJ, both real 
and tangible personal, belong1ns to airli~ co•paniee are to be 
levied an4 collecte4 1n the aame manner ae that prov14ed by law 
With respect to atm1lar property of all othe~ taxpayers. 

'l'here is no basis in our etatut•s for dift'erentiat1ng be­
tween propert¥ or airline compeniea, other than aircraft, and 
a1m1lar property belonging to other taxpayera. Henc.e, the 
property of a~rline companies, other than aircratt, and the 
taxes thereon may not b$ entere4 on the railroad tax book. 

COICLUSION 

T•xea lev1e" by conat1tut1onal charter cities on locally 
aaaeaaea real and persona~ property of a1rl~ne eomp•nies are tc 
be entered in the city tax books and collected by the c1tJ 
collectors. 
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The foregoing op1n1on, which I hereby approve, was pre­
pared by my assistant, Joseph Neasenfeld. 

JJh 

Very truly yours, 

'!ROlls t. EXCJLI'l'Oll 
Attorney General 


