
Honorable Ronald Belt 
Republican Floor Leader 
517 Kohn Straet 
tcaaon, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Belt: 

Opini on No. 280 Answer ed by Let ter 
(Denman ) 

July 18, 1963 

We have your letter ot June 'Zl. 1963~ wherein ,-ou refer 
to us an 1nquirJ' f'rom a third claaa cit;r relating to Bouse Bill 
Ho. 250. 

This bill amends Section 77.o4o. RSMo 1959, wh1ah provides 
for a general election ot the ele~tive ott1cera or cities ot 
the third class not under an alternative form ot government. 
Section T(.04o waa changed by adding the clause: 

"* • • ~cept that the citJ council may 
by ord1nance prov:ld8 tor the nom1nat1oo 
ot officers b.1 prtmary election under 
the prov1a1ona ot aeot101l8 78.470 to 78.510, 
BSJioJ • • •. " 

Your question 1a whether the o1ty council ot a third claaa city 
could validl;r enact the neceaaa17 oMinanoea prior to the ~tec­
tive date ot the b.111. 

Section 29, Article III, Contt1tut1on ot M1a•our1, 1945, 
provides that no law paaae4 b~ the general aaaembl;r ahall take 
effect until ~t7 daya atter ~a ad3ournment ot the aeaaion 
at which it was enacted unleaa it ia an appropriation act or in 
case ot an emergency. Houae Bill Ho. 250 ia not an approp~1.a­
t1on bill nor does it Oarl"J an emergency clau.ae. 'l'hentore, 
1te ettect1ve date 1a October 13, 1963-ninett days atter the 
adjournment ot the Leg1a1ature on .Tu17 15. 1963. Until such 
date there is no existing atatu" author1zi.ng the paa•age of 
ordtnancea providing tor primary electiona or elected ott1cera 
ot cities ot the third claat not UDder an alternative form ot 
government. 

-



Honorable Ronald Belt 

Encloaed herewith are two op~ona ot th1a of,1ce. one 
issued on Pebruaey 1, 1936, to the Honorable J'. D. Wilk1n4. 
City Attomey. 305t Wilkins BuUdina, Louiaiana# M1aaour1.J 
the other 1aaued on Mar 13, 1942, to the Honorable JOhn 0. 
Bond, City Attorney, 510 Oen~al 'l'rust Building .. Jetf'er-aon 
City, M1aoour.1. !!he gist ot these opin1ona 11 tbatJ in the 
abs~nce of enabl ing legtalation by the State ot M1aaour1, c1t1es 
of tho third olaaa cannot by ordinance provide tor- munlcipal 
p~1marv elections of city ott1ce7s. 

It 1s, thereto:re, our optnion that the oit7 oouncU ot tm7 
third OltlBS City ·-- unde~ the prov1rdona ot Cbtlpter Tf 
ahould not attempt to enact ~cea tor the nomirtat1on of 
officers by prilftli.ey' eleot!on aa p_rondeC by Houae Bill No. 250 
untll atter October 13, 1963. 

~lt 
Bnclosureo 

1l'ii6MAS I. sldtJ!'IIOI 
At torll01' Qeneral 


