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(1) Section 70 . 220 , RS"'k> 1'959, author­
izes a .municipali'ty to enter into a con­
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protection in accordance with the pro­
visions of Sections 70 .210 through 
70 . 325. 
(2 ) Section 70 . 220 requires that a state 

agency be authorized to enter into such a contract and to date the High­
way Patrol has not received such authorization from t he Legislature . 
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Troy, M1aaour1 

Dear Senator Averyt 

This is in an•wer to your letter requesting an opinion 
from t h is off1ce· concerning t he 1•1ghts and l1ab1l1 ties or a 
c1ty poli ce off icer acting without the limats of the city 1n 
oonJunct~on w1~a the Mlasouri State Highway Pat~ol, or some 
otner police agency. 

After t-eading the letter from E'verett Van Matre, City 
Ooun•elor or Jlllex1co, Missouri, enclosed with your inquiry, 
we interp~t your question to be wh~ther a o1ty policeman 
~ay act outside the limits or his c~ty 1n cooperation With 
the Ilf1ssour1 State Highway Patro.l, eounty sher1f"fs or police­
men of' other cities under a contract of cooperation author­
ized unaer Article vz, Section 16. Conet~tut1en of Missouri, 
1945, and Section 70.220, RSMo 1959. Art;I.cle VI, Se-ction 16, 
of the Constitution or Missouri provides aa follows: 

"co ... oparation by local govel'llJDents with 
oth~P governmental un1~s .••An1 municipality 
or pol1t.1cal subdivision of 'this etate may 
contract and cooperate with other munioip­
alities or political subdivisions thereof, 
or witn other states or their municipalities, 
or poliiical subdivisions, or with the United 
States, for the planning, development, con­
struction, acquisition or operation of any 
public improvement or facility, or for a 
common service, in the manner provided by law.u 

! 



Section 70.220 reads aa followat 

uAny municipality or political subdivision 
or th1s atate~ as herein defined, may contract 
and cooperate with any other municipality or 
political aubdiviaion# or with an elective or 
appoint! ve official thereof, or w1 th a duly 
authorized agency ot the United States, o~ 
of th1e atate, or with other atatee or their 
municipalities or political aubd1viaione, or 
with any private person, firm, association or 
corporat1onj for the planning, development; 
construction, acquisition or operation of any 
public i•provement or tacility; or for a common 
aerYice; provided, that the subject and purpoaes 
ot any auch contract or cooperative action made 
and entered into by such mun1c1pality or political 
subdivision shall be Within the scope of the 
powers of such municipality or political sub­
division. If such contract or cooperative action 
shall be ' entered into between a municipality 
or political subdivision and an elective or 
appointive official of another municipality 
or political subdivision, said contract or 
cooperative action muat be ~proved by the 
governing body of the un1 t of government 1n 
which such elective or appointive official 
reside a~ tt • 

In an opinion of this office rendered May 15; 1963, to 
the Honorable E. J . Cantrell, State Representativ•, we neld 
that a city could •nter into a contract with another m~cip­
ality for a system of common police protection. A copy of 
this opinion ia enoloaed he~ewith. or course, each party 
to the contract mu•t be authorized to enter into such a con­
tract as proVided by Section 70.230. Such a contract could 
provide for mutual cooperation between policemen of a municip­
ality and county aheriffa or police .. n or another mun1c1palit7• 
However, such a contract could no\ give a police officer aD7 
greater authority than that posaeesed by a police officer of 
either of the parties to the contract. 

' 
Insofar aa a state agency ia concerned, Section 70. 220 

requires that before auch a contract can be executed, the 
state agency muat be "duly authorized" to so do. 
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Thus, the question to be resolved 1s whether the State 
Highway Patrol has been authorized to enter into such an agree­
ment. 

The authorization for and the powers and duties of the 
Miaaour1 State Highway Patrol are set out 1n Chapter 431 RSMb 
1959. Although Section 43.18o authorises patrolmen to assist 
the policemen of any city, there is no authority allowing the 
Patrol to enter into a contract with a ttun1o1pa11ty that would 
extend the jurisdiction and powers of tbe policemen ot such 
municipalities or or the members of ~· patrol. Such author1t7 
could only be given to the patrol by ita governing body, t he 
Legislature, and it has not been so given to date. 

CONCWSION 

(1) Section 10.220, RSMo 19591 authorizes a mun1cipal1'7 
to enter into a contract With ano\her municipality or political 
aubd1v1a1on for common police protection in accordance with the 
provisions of Sections 10 . 210 thrQugh 70. 325. 

(2) Secti on 70.220 requires ~at a atate agency be author­
ized to enter i nto such a contract and to date the Highway Patrol 
baa not received auch authorization from the Legislature. 

The torego~ng opinion, which I hereby approve, wae prepared 
by my Aaai atant, John H. Denman. 

JHD:kd 

Yours veey truly • 

TiiSRIS J . Elaflt'R5N' 
Attorney Gene~al 


