May 29, 1963

OPINION NO. 122
ANSWERED BY LETTER

FiLE

Mr. Orvlille C., Winchell
Prosecuting Attorney
Laclede County

Lebanon, Missourl

Dear Mr. Winchell:

Tnis 18 1n answer Lo your letter requesting
an official opinion of this office.

Under the provisions of Sectlon 473.463 RSMo
1959 the administrator ol an estate, where there
are no heirs or legal representatives of helrs,
has authority and it 1is hils duty to sell all per-
sonal and real property of the decedent within nine
months after Letters of Administration are granted,

There l1s no reason to doubt the valldity of
this statute nor the authority and duty it places
on the administrator of such an estate,

The legislature obviously intended by 1lts re-
ference to real property in this section to glve
the administrator the power and duty he had formerly
Eosaessod with regard to personal property, Sectlon
63.040 RSMo 1949.

We therefore see no reason why the public admin-
istrator of an estate, where there are no heirs or
representatives of heirs and wnen the administrator
nhas been properly appointed, should not proceed to
sell the personal and real property of such decedent
unless the court otherwise orders,

Yours very truly,

THOMAS F. EAGLETON
Attorney General
EGB: ca




