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OPHIONNO . 117 

This ia in response to your recent roquost for an 
opi nion of this office which r equest reads in part as 
follows: 

"The State Board or Barb r Examiners 
would like to have a written opinion 
trom your orr1ce in regard to Section 
328. 120, RSJt> 1959 . 'l'hia Section 
provi de-s that : 

12. There shall be not l ees than 
one teacher or instructor for eve ry 
ten students in any barber school 
or college hol ding a permit under 
this section.' 

"Does this maan that the instructor must 
be on the floor with tho ten students 
during all school hours? Tho barber 
coll ege in Kansas City haa sixty 
students, so they have the roqu1red 
six instructors on their payroll . How­
ever, one instructor ia in tho office , 
and another ono teaches at the barber 
college part time and at tho boauty 
school part time . We have been receiv­
ing comp~ainte bocauae theaa instructors 
are not on the floor with the students 
at all times . I have ta1ked with the 
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instructors, and they think that they 
are operating accor ding to l aw by having 
the required number of instructors em­
ployed even though they a re not all with 
the students . " 

I n a subsequent l etter, you advised t hat the phrase 
"on the f loor" as used in your r equest means "the time 
which the student spends in the actual cutting of hair at 
the barber chair . " By way of furthe r expl anation, you 
stated z 

nAll student s receive one hour of l ec­
tures and demonstrations each day, 
excepting Saturday, and the remainder 
of their time i s spent on the f loor ." 

We note that both Se ctions 328. o8o(3) and 328.120(4), 
RSMo 1959, manifest the l egislative intent t hat a barber 
college or school give a courae of at l east six months ' 
duration consisting of one thousand hours of study under 
the "direct supervision Of a licensed in&tl"UCtor • • •" 

Inasmuch as a large part or the trai ni ng involves 
practical experience during which stuaents a re actuall y 
applying instruments such as scissors and razors to human 
scalps, faces and necks, we do not be l ieve that a l i teral 
interpretation of the law would produce an unreasonable 
result in this instance. 

To hold other wise would be to permi t situations wholly 
inconsistent with the clear legislative intent. Under any 
other holding, the mere employment by the school of licensed 
instructora,only one of whom actually super vised the work of 
the studenta,would in itself satisfy the statutor y require­
ments; and such persona could be carried on the books as 
f aculty members without ever setting foot in the school. 

Obviously, if the school mentioned in your request 
empl oys only six instructors f or sixty students, the clear 
requirement of the law is not be ing fulfilled when, during 
the non the f l ooru training, one of the instructors is 
working in the school office and another is teaching in an 
entire ly different school . 
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Conclusion 

Therefore# it is the opinion of this office that while 
the students in a barber school or college are engaged in 
the practical portion of the~r training, Chapter 328, RSMb 
1959, requires that there be one licensed instructor pre sent 
and directly supervising the training of not more than ten 
students . 

The f oregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, waa 
prepared by my assistant, Albert J. Stephan, Jr . 

AJS : im 

Very truly yours 

MMAs F. Eldfl!!'l'ON 
Attorney General 


