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Thia ia to acknow~edge receipt of your letter of 
December 27, 1962, concerning the GPJ?Oint:I.Mnt of a juvenile 
officer for the l'irat Judicial Ch"cuit. Y9U ancloee a letter 
addreaaed to you 4ate4 Deceaber 27, 1962, fraa Edgar c. Padgett 
atating his ~lifica~ione fo~ the poaition aa juvenile officer, 
an4 you requeat advice fram t~a office concerning theae qualifica
tions under Seotion 211.361• RSKo 1959. 

Onder sectj,_on 211.351 a8llo 1959, the c:iJ:'ouit judge in 
circuit• aa.~iaed of ~bird and fourth claaa countiea may appOint 
a juvenile officer to eerve t.be judicial circuit. The <)\l&lificatione 
of the person to be appo.intecl aa juveni.le officer ue •• preacribed 
in Section 21.1.361, llSMo 1959. 11n<lex- tbeae atatutoliy provieiona, 
it ia the r-ponaihiUty of the circuJ.t judge to determine whether 
an applicant aeeta the qualification• r~ired by atatute. 

We think it ia c:o.IIQ)letely within the aound diacre,ion of 
the court to d.etend.ne whether an &ppl.icant, in lieu ol. certain 
aeadeaic training, •haa hac1 fOlU yeua or more expec ienc• in 
aoaial work with juvenile• in probation or •Jtiisil aervioea. • Thua, 
if a judge fee.la that u appliqant. baa ha4 foax- year a experience in 
an •alllect aeZ"Vice, .. it would then be within bia diec:retionary 
authority to aa'k• an appointaent. In l.aat ana~y.ia, tbe judge who 
ia in a poaition to pecaonally eva~u•te an4 analyze the applicant's 
b&ekgr0lln4 can beat 4eteraine applicant • a experience in • allied 
service.• 
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