
OPINION NO. 348 
Answered by Letter - Burch 

December 10, 1962 

J. P. Russell, M.» . 
Director, Hospital and Technical Serv1eee 
Division of Health 
Jefferson City, Missouri 

Dear Dr. Buersell: 

You~ inqu1r.1 raises the question ot whether Section 
199.040, RSMo 1959, applies to recalcitrant tuberculosis 
patienta committed under Sect1.ons 199.110 to 199.270, in• 
elusive. 

Section 199.040·, p~v1dee the respective counties shall 
be liable tor the coet of free pattents up to a max1mUm of 
Seven Vollars and Fifty Cent e. fresentlJ", this amount 1s 
collected from the county, depos;1tcd in the earnings fund 
and then appropr.:t.ated aa state 1\ulds ttl'r the maintenance 
f:md operation or the sanator1Uhl during the biennium. 

Section 199.250, paragraph 2, proVides that; 

uTh.e expenses incurred in the care, 
maintenance, and treatment ot patients 
committed to the M1aSQ~1 state sana• 
torium under providions of sections 
199.170 to 199.270 shall be paid from 
state funds app~p.-~iat~d tor the main­
tenance anti operation or the M1s80ur1 
state sanatorium. " 

It is our understanding that 1n all eases arising under the 
new oommittm.ent law, thus .far~ the eoun.ty involved ha.s paid its 
$hare as provided j,n Section 199.040. ln obher words, no d1a• 
tinction ha~ been made b$tWeen tree patients entering the 1nst1• 
tution volunta).iily and free patients committed under the new pro­
visions. 



J. P. Russell, M.». 

We be11evc that th1s procedure 1s correct. 'l'he l egis• 
le.ture bas prov1ded in Section 199. 040 the max1mum eJttent or 
county 11ab1l1ty tor tuberouloa1e patients. We do not believe 
fJJ.l'3' d1at1nct1on 1n this respect is indicated e1 ther in Section 
199.040 or the new commitment law. Paragraph 2 or Sectlon 
199. 250 does provide that expenses under the new law shall 
be pal.d from appropriated state f'unda . We believe th1a merely 
ind1cat~e the budgetary procedure to be followed and does not 
mod1ty the obligation or the co~1ty aa to tree put1enta who 
may have become recalcitrant. 

Ve ry truly yours, 

TliOltls P. BAd:tl'f6N 
Attorney General 


