
OPINION NO. 298 ANSWERED BY LETTER. 

August 6, 1962 

Honorable Wm . H. Frye 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorne~ 
Cape Girardeau County 
Cape Girardeau~ Missouri 

Dear Mr. Feye: 

...... 

We have your letter- of August 1, 1962, \'therein ~ou 
requeat the opinion ot this office on the legality ot 
the opeNtion of a eommeroial motor vehicle 1n Missouri , 
which vehicle is owned by an Alabama corporation, is 
lieeneed in Alabama but based in Missouri . 

Missouri and Alabama are parties to the Multi
State Reciprocal Agreement whieh provides tor the grant
ing of rec1proc1 t.y among the signatory etates • This 
Agreement provides t hat commercial motor vehicles are 
to be licensed in the base state of such vehicles, and 
when vehicles are properly registered 1n sucl1 state they 
are entitled to operate on t he highways or the other 
member states without the payment of additional regis
tration teea 4 'lhe base state is that state where the 
owner or operator of the vehicle maintains a place of 
bus1ness from which the vehicle is most frequently dis
patched, garaged, eerviced, maintained, operated or 
otherw1.ee controlled . 

W~th this ~n mind and turning t o the particular 
facts of your 1nquir.y1 it aan be seen that a Missouri 
based carrier must register its vehicles in Missouri 
under the terms of the Multi-State Agreement . flhe 
vehicles here involved are not entitled to reciprocity 
for their operation in ~Ussouri on an Alabama registra
tion tor t hia reason. Since the~ ar-e not ent1 tled to 
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reciprocity and do not bear a Miasour~ license , their 
operation on Mieaouri highways is illegal • 

Yours veey truly, 

'l'IIORAS P • EAdLB'l'ON 
Attorney General 


