
OPINION N"O . 189 
A~SWERED ~y LETTER 

April 26, 1962 

Mr. V. H. Simon, Chairman 
Wilaon•a Creek Battlefield National 

Park Coauaiaaion 
c/o The Southern Mlaaour1 Truet Coapanr 
Spriqlield, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Sillona 

Thia refers to your letter of April 2), 1962, re­
latinc to the acquiai tion and connrance of real eat ate 
by your co.aiaaion under the proYiaione ot Senate Bill 
No. 2,4, ?let General Aaaeably. 

Aa noted in your letter, Section 4 ot Senate Bill 
No. 2S4 proTide a in part that the Wilson • e creek battle­
field national park co.-daaion ahall ha•e the tollowinc 
powers and duties: 

•(1) To acquire and con•er to the 
United States of Aaeriea or any of 
ita asencies aueb landa and iaprove­
aenta thereon and any ~nu .. nta ae 
.ay be designated by the United 
Statea ot Aaeriea or anr ot ita 
acenciea tor inclusion n the Wilaonta 
creek battle~eld hational park pur­
auant to Public Law 86-,.34 ot the 
86th concresa of tbo United Statea, 
which eatabliahed the park: • 

Another proYiaiou ot Section 4 authorises the co~ 
mission to exerciae the ri&ht ot eainent do-.in in the 
acquiaition ot real estate. Section 7 ot the bill con­
tains a reference to the acquisition and conveyance ot 
real estate by providinc tor a final report and diaaolu­
tion ot the co.-daaion when the co-.iaaion •haa acquired 
and conveyed to the United Statea all landa and iaprove­
aenta deaicnated by the secretary ot the interior or 
the national Plrk aerTiee tor 1nclua1on 1n the Wilaon•e 
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creek battlefield national park.• 

It is our opinion that title to the real estate ac­
quired by your co.-iaaion should be taken i n the name ot 
the State ot Missouri, rather than in the naae of your 
co.-ission . In order to identity the real estate as real 
estate acquired by your commission and subject to control 
and conveyance by it, it ie our reco ... ndation that the 

· deeda •how the real estate to be convered to •state ot 
Missouri, tor the use and benefit of W lson•a Creek Battle­
field National Park Commission.• This is in accordance 
with a practice which baa been co.-only followed in the 
acquisition ot real estate by state agencies. 

It ia our opinion, turther, that the above quoted 
statutory proTiaion clearly authorizes your commission to 
convey to the United States of America, or agencies thereof, 
the real estate which it acquires. It is our recommendation 
that the deede show the real estate to be conveyed by 
•Wilson•• Creek Battlefield National Park Commission, act­
ing tor and on behalt of the State ot Misaouri. • 

With respect to who siena and acknovled&es such deeds 
on behalt ot your commission, it ia our opinion that, under 
authorisation by appropriate resolutions ot your commission, 
this aay be done by the chairaan or the chairaan and secre­
tary of your co-.dsaion, or that the deeda may be aisned 
and acknowledged on behalf of the· co.miasion by all .. •bera 
ot the co.-iaaion . While we do not consider it essential , 
it baa been a rather common practice in comparable situa­
tion• tor deeda to be aicned and acknowled&ed b! all ... bera 
ot boards or co.-iaaiona conveyin& state o.ned and, and 
thia perbapa baa the advantace ot reducinl the chance that 
the authority ot the persona executing the deeda aay be 
queationed at so .. future time. 
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Very truly yours , 

THOlQS F. BAGLBTON 
Attorney General 


