
Opinion Request No . 113 answered 
by letter (O'Malley) 

March 19, 1962 

Honorable W. D. Hibler, Jr., 
Member, Missouri House of 

Reprebentatives, 
Brunswick. Missouri 

Dear Mr. Hibler: 

This letter of advice is issued in lieu of a formal opinion 
in answer to your inquiry of February 3, 1962 in ~elation to the 
legal sufficiency or the published financial statement of the 
City of Salisbury, Missouri covering the period from J uly 1 , 1961 
to January 1, 1962. 

From time to t ime , the Attorney General ' s office has been 
asked to consider financial statements of fourth class cities 
under Section 79.160, RSMo 1959, with a view to determining whether 
such statements are sufficiently "full and detailedn . 

There are no appellate court decisions in M1s.sour1 construing 
the aforementioned statutes and the ',fords n full and detailed" . 
However, Circuit J udge Phil H. Cook of the Fifteenth J udicial Cir­
cuit of ~tlssouri , did hear a case on the question and handed down 
a written decision on April 14. 1958 . 

I am enclosing (1) a copy of Judge Cool<' s decision, (2) a copy 
of the f i nancial stat.ement of the City of Hamilton, Missouri , giving 
rise to the litigation, as publ ished in the Advocate-Hamiltonian 
under date of February 2, 1956, and (3) a copy of such City ' s finan­
cial statement published in the Advoc.ate-tia.mil tonian under date of 
January 18, 1962, such latter statement effecting compliance with 
Judge Cook' s decision of April 14, 1958. 

Until such time as either the Iegislature or our appellate 
courts spell out what is meant by 11 ful l and detai led't we would 
suggest that J'udge Cook • s opinion be considered as a guide for the 
preparation of future financial statements . 

JU) I IVIjM\t.[ 

Enc.s 

Yours very truly, 

THOMAS F. EAGLETON 
Attorney General 


