FLORIDA RESIDENT: Florlda resident employed ln State of Missouri
MOTCR VEHICLES: must register and license his motor vehicle
REGISTRATION: in Missouri in order to operate sald motor
HIGHWAYS: vehicle on the highways of this state, whille

so employed.

February 17, 1961

FILED

Honorable Charles P, Moll
Prosecuting Attorney
Franklin County

Union, Mlissouri

Dear Mr, Moll:

This is in reply to your inquiry of January 27, 1901,
regarding the status of a nonresident of Missourl charged
with the violatlion of operating a motor vehicle on the
highways of Missouri without Missouri State Auto Tags.

A summary of your information ilndicates this individ-
ual is a cltizen of the State of Florida, domiclled thereln,
who is employed a maximum of elght months in Florida. There=~
after, for the remalnder of the year he resides here in
Missourl with his parenis in an employed status; that at
the time of his arrest his car carried duly effective license
plates in the State of Florida,

The Missouri statute controlling this situation is
Section 301.271, VAMS, whlich provides:

"1, Unless otherwise provided by duly
executed agreements entered into pur-
suant to sections 301,271 to 301.279,

a nonresident owner, owning any motor
vehlele which has been duly regisftered
for the current year in the state,
District of Columbia, territory or
possession of the United States, foreign
country or other place of which the owner
1s a resident, and which at all times
when operated in this state has displayed
upon it the number plate issued for the
vehlcie in the place of residence of suech
owner, may operate or permit the operation
of such vehicle within this state without
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registering such vehicle or paylng any
such reglstration fee to this state; but
the provisions of this subsectlion shall
be operative to allow such owner to
operate or permit the operation of such
vehicle owned by a nonresident of this
state only to the extent that under the
laws of the state, District of Columbia,
territory or possession of the United
States, foreign country or other place
of residence of the nonresident owner,
substantially equivalent exemptions are
granted to residents of Missouri for the
operation of vehicles duly registered in
Missourl,

"2, Unless otherwlse provided by duly
executed agreements entered into pursuant
to sections 301,271 te 301,279, trailers
registered in any Jurisdiction may be
operated in combination with any motor
vehicle properly registered in accordance
with sections 301.271 to 301.,279."

This statute allows nonreslidents of Missouri to operate their
vehlicles in this state without registering sald vehicle or
paying any such registration fee to the state, only to the
extent that substantlially equal exemptions are granted to
Missourli residents for the operation of Missouri registered
vehicles in said other state. Therefore, the immunity granted
to the Florida resident in this situation 1is dependent upon
the extent of exemption granted to a Missouri resident in
Florida under the same circumstances,

Section 320,37 of the Florida Statutes, 1955, provides:

"The provisions of this chapter relative
to reglstration and display of license
number plates shall not apply to a motor
vehicle owned by a nonresident of this
state, other than a forelgn corporation
doing business in this state; provided,
that the owner thereof shall have com=~
plied with the provisions of the law of
the foreign country, state, territory
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or federal district of his residence,
relative to motor vehicles and the
operation thereof, and shall consplc~
uously display his registration number
as required thereby; but such exemption
shall not apply to motor vehicles op~
erated for hire."

Section 320,38 of the Florida Statﬁtes, 1959, further
provides:

"The provisions of the law authorizing

the operation of motor vehicles over

the highways of the state by nonresidents
of this state, when such vehicles shall be
duly registered or licensed under the laws
of some other state or foreign country,
shall not apply to any nonresident who
shall cept employment or engage in any
trade, profession or occupation in the
state, or shall enter his children to

be educated in the public schools of the
state, such nonresident shall be required
to register his wmotor vehicles in this
state, if such motor vehicles are proposed
to be operated on the highways of the state,"

(Underlining supplied.)

Pursuant to Section 320,38 of the 1959 Florida Statutes,
a Missouri resident who accepted employment in the State of
Florida would not be exempt under the registering and licens-
ing laws of Florida so as to enable him to operate his motor
vehicle on the highways of Florida without registering and
licensing his motor vehicle in Florida while so employed,
If employed in Florida, he would be required to obtain Florida
State Auto plates in order to drive on the highways of said
state,

Since Section 301,271, VAMS, allows nonresidents of
Missourl operating their motor vehicles in this state the
same ilmmunities and exemptions allowed to Missouri residents
for the operation of Missourl registered and licensed vehicles
in said other state, a Florida resident who is employed in
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Missourli must register and license his motor vehicle in
Missouri in order to lawfully operate said motor vehicle
on the highways of this State, during sald employment.

CONCLUSION

A Florida resident employed in the State of Missouri
must register and license his motor venicle in Missouri in
order to operate said motor venhicle on the nighways of this
state, while so employed.

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, was
prepared by my Assistant, G. W, Draper, II,

Very truly yours,
THOMAS ¥. EAGLETON

Attorncy.nanoral
OWD :vm



