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- COUNTIES: Section 137.177, R.S •. Mo, Amm 1957, adopted 

by a class three county ceases to be in 
force and effect when the county becomes a 
class two county. 

March 7, 1961 

Honorable William :a. M11felt 
t~eecu'iD& ••to-mer 
Jett•.,.cou,ntr· 
ll1llsb0ro., llaSWX'l 

tear *• Mtlfelt • 

. l\11 your letter or hbwa:my 7. 1961, you requea1; an optn1on 
f'.rom this office on a question you ~Jt1bm1t a& tollowst 

"CQtUltV CourV na&. a~b~tte4 ~ question ifo 
tb1s oft${le pex-ta1ntng ·to . Jett•Hon Co~t7 
which as ·ot ~anuarr _1, _1961_. obtained. t~ 1•-.1 
etatlatli _ ot a second claa• O$Un.tw, which questt()Jl 
ia a• t"ollowuu · 

'teen tetftl!Son county _ atlU Nt~ld.re people to 
obtain 1)u1ld1ns permit& a.a _ • second clae.s _ county 
since ~tJ,ef no longer tall lt't1ih1n the prov1td.ons 
ot $eotion 137.177 Oct' the ttevised. Statutes or 
Mis&()Uri. as amended by ·the aess1on U.s or 1957 
and atn~e ~he1. have not adopted or pQt into ef­
fect by pro-vit:d.ane of· se.ctlon 64.5-10 of the Re­
vised Statutes o£ Mi$eou~ a.e ad\ellded by t~ 
sess-ton 1s.ws of _1951 pe.~a.intns to plann11!f and 
zoning of aeeond and tl:d!'4 cl.ass counties? 

seotion 137.171, a.. s.Mo., Amm 1957 ~· LaW1!1 or Missouri, 19~, 
H. B. 300, provides 1n part as follows: 

n a. (1) The oounil:r court 1n counties of class 
three adJoining a county &t the fil"&t cla&s may 
upon petition of at least fifteen p~r cent of' the 
or the voters voting in the last general election, 
by order duly made of' reoQrd, require that before 
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Honorable W11ltam B~ Milteit 

&.nf per~~Qn Q,Jll . erect Q~ ~o~truct anr l>Utlciill.ns .. 
tbe eo•t ~t tdl14h_ex~t4s ~~ ~d 4ollara, 
upon atl1 land$ lJ'trl$- $l.d e!tw..te Qutside ~ 
oo~~te llld.ta of ~ inooft<l~ated . o1t7 1n 
IU<lh___ _- · countt.et_ ht ___ tha1 __ -•. l.ts.rat rue an AtpPlloation 
tor .a bu11<U.nc pel'm.lt tlftth _ tM county olet'k ot 
aueb ooun.tt ,_ ·wbich · a$14 .-e.pp1:toa.t1on _ Sbal1 de• 
~Jortbe b7· rllttee an<l. bounds tbe. lands upon wb.S.Och 
the e);'8ct1on or _ Co.nstnlet:Lon Qt a butld:tlll or 
bui,l~a propcoJed Em4 • ~~al deactt1pt4,on ot 
the_ bUild&ns ov · ~ua.l.dlnSJ to ~- const~ttad or 
erected tber-eon. 

"3• Upon noe.f.pt ot auoh app~ioatton the CGl1lltf 

cl_·e%'k __ ot au<lh. count¥_-llba_ .. -.· __ ll···. __ lllnli··· ·-·-._· d1ate.ly _Pl'_. -epee a building P•~ t 1n -the O'LUIWmat'J form and shall 
testte · _thQ •• to . the _tppl,loant ~pon ~nt_ b7 

- tb$ &ppl:I.0$11.t ot tne btd.l44.ns perat1t tee ot one 
dAll&P. 

u4. Wbe coun$.V clerk of tuoh <>ounties Shall 
keep a true and accurate NCO~ or the bu1ldt;.ng 
~-ts eo 'A~w•ct $nd oball• on the flr8t da.f ot 
d~ w tbt t1ret (iaf ot July ot eaon J'daal;'.; 
4el~V'$l" _to tl'i4- eo:u.ntJ atJacuulO~ a list ot all 
'blltldUl& peNt.ts isaued. toll' th• prev1ous su:.-. 
month perlo4. 

··~;-. Anv pera.on Who shall ooruJ.wuot or ereqt., 
ol' attempt w. oona~Qt or eNet aw bu.ilcliU 
in tNch countw tritbout ~at aecuring a b\ltl(U.ng 
pe~~ $8 p~~d-~ 1n tbia aeotton ah$11 be guilty 
of a m18demeanor. 

Xt 1$ apparent from x-ea<U.ng the :above eection t];).at its pur· 
po•e 1• to Ud the oou.nty useasar in making an asse&ament of new 
construction in the- ooun~ for t" purpo$es and it should not be 
olaased as a planning or ~nin$ 1aw. 

Apparently wben the prov1a~ons ot hct1on 1~ .111 supra, 
were actopted ·by the eount¥ C.{)~tJ Jettel'fJQn County was a class 
three ooun~. S1noe ~()U state Je.ftfl'rson County obtained tbe 
status ot a second elate oount7 a:s ot January 1, 1961., the 
question arises whetller tlle p~ovie:Lons or Section 137.177, supra, 
apply and can be enfo~eed 1n the future in said county. 

!t 1s o~ view tbat Jefferson County cannot 1n the tutt.We 
require an appl1cat1on tor a bUilding :Perm! t to be filed w:t th 
the county clerk under section 137.177, su.pra. Since Jefferson 
Countw is no longer a third c1a.ss oounty- it follows that Section 
137.177, supra, no 1onge~ applies. 



Honomble William B. M1lteli; 

.· ~- prov:lsiou o£ Sec.tiC.n 6:4.510,. V.A.M .. 3. 1 Pocket Puts, 
~ws :O·! Mis$Qu;r1, 19·51, p .• 4o4, -.s arrt.tnde4,, tA-ws 19P1.t P• 391, 
Which pX'OV!de tor pl~ and zo~ ~a Qlass two and 't#hr&e 
countie$ 1$l not 1n ett•o1; ~ · J$tf'erson CoUI)ty beeauee •• rou 
state, ~t has not b$811 ad&pted ~F the oo•t~,.,, .... 

•. CQ\UliJ' Qoun ttae no authori~V \o requ$;Pe bu1l4ing J$rmlts 
exc•pt that expreseli' ~ted un.'der tn.. above filtatut<>~ pt()vi.&tons jl ,i ... tl. 

· Xf) ta the opWt.m. or •bi• otttoe that the prov1&1on& or 
sectiem 137 ~ 111; . supra.. wtd.oh were a4op~e4 by a clasa tbl'ee C()unty 
cease t-o 'be val,14 tt.n.d · 1J'l to~oe or etreet to.~ bulldtnS p$l'1111t a iln 
the tutu" when 'hcl coatr became a elate two county. 

lb.• .f()r8go!ng op$nltnl.- whlch llle.t.tebv e.ppl"'ve, was prepared 
bJ mv 3Saiatant, Mr .. bdJ' Ma:msar. 

YOW1:8 Vft%?/ trul:l'; 

I, 


