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fusu~t ... to sectio~ 21l.o6 _ (2.} ~o I959, · .. ' JUI!f.:~ILE· couwl' : 
JUVENIIES: a magist~ate ·or police judge must forth-

. MAGISTRATE COURI': 
POLICE COURT: 

with transfer -the case or refer -the matter 
of an individual ' be tween 11-and '21 years 
or age . chavged with. t .he . 'violation of . a: 
s.ta te law .'or . a .. . ~uriicipal ordinance coirimi tted 
by said"indlVidual 'after he ·at~ained 17 . 
years 'of· ·age·, to the juve'iiil e courti- i -f -
the juvenile c.ourt ·had ·obt-ained. :exclusive 
original jurisdicti6n of said individu~l 
under Section 211.031 RSMo 1959; prior- ·to 
his seventeenth birthday, and had placed 
said indivi·dual -on probation. 

November 7, 1961 

HOnorable .tim J. Levv1e 
-~BCH~Ut~ . t.tto~ . 
AudJ.'&in ao.un.v ~ ~­
llleX1co .• ru·•"-'tr.t 

:Dear- Mr. levv:la.t 

This ~· Ul reply. to JOur oP1rtion request ot September a6, 
1961, lfberein J'CIU etate • . 

,.i · w18h ~t JQ.U would ml-eue let m.e 
bave ,-oqr oPlili.Oa on ~ to.l~ . 
question. l.-1J1l~D1Aa . *bat 1n pl'Oo_et4in8• 
in 'tbe juv,nil~ ~ .Qt a .~~1. ot th$ 
third cl•aa a -cbll4 Yncitl! ... vet•en . yeare 
ot. . .age: ~· been. t:o~1'"iiill.'W ~'t ··ha.\'ing · 
cc-.1 t1ied an often" -aa.tnet · "tma. law 
an4 haa been ret~d. •~ 001:11111 tte<l._ . 
under· a.uperv1s1~,-. \O t.htt .. ou•to<Jr O·t 
hi~ paren1;&J.,. $nd . . Q:tat wQ,t1e he -.sunder 
auob aupel'd•ton .-.14 oh1l;4', ~tt beCJOUle · 
aev•nteen ~eai'IJ . ot a$e~ .. anct tba.• be 1s 
alleged to. nave COimU'ted -.not~t ottenae; 
naJDely.. a -tratt1e vtol~AfU,ont· whlle f)t 
that age and ~· been &1"8.•~•« . an4 brough• 
before the · ina$1st"-t. c~rt .. tf .. ~4 . 
oount7, Ill&¥ a1,1~h . la,ter ot·tea8-'· be pl'Qa~ 
outed in. the ma.g1strate .eo.~ ··:o~ DlU8t 
~t oourtt· un4et' t~e p"'v1a1.Qirl!l ot 
aeot1on 21-' .o61, ~ran.re~ ~t oa..se to 
the Juveni.le co.~_, ... 

Section 211.061(2} JJSMo l9591 c11reo·ta a magistrate or . 
poliae judge . to tranaf'er or reter an 1nd1 vtd.ttaJ.l s case t<J 
the juvenile CGurt in two instances. Sa1d seotion reads 
as t.ollowa ·• 



"Xt aD.J person 1• taken l»e£ere a MSistra~e 
or. police Judge ot anotb.er cour1;. and 1 t 1a 
then, or at 8:tl7 t;,_. thereetter1 ,..aeerta.ined tllat 
be trae unde~ the age et seventeen years at the 
time be is a11es.a ,. 'nave cotmll11;ted the otf'ense, 
or. that b•_ 1_ a a_u_b b_.1. •et. to the ... _·.· lun_.· . .. a&ot1_· •. n ot 
~e juvenile_ cc>_ ~ ••. prov14e4 __ 'b1 aec.\1on __ a tu.ou to 211._ 431_~ tt_ ~--_• i;ke c1uw_ ot ~he 
.-atra.te or Juclae forthwith tc> bra.nater 
• · Oaae or t-efer the ma~ter tO tf,he · Juvenile 
~. and 41re(lt the. det,.i verv ., aueb person, 
tieether With w-~~1- 001\ .. i'nin$ him and 
the peNOMJ.. prop-~f. toun_· d. 11) n_1_s pos.aeas1on, 
• the JuvenUe o.tt1C«Jr or person acting as 
aucm • Th~ Juv.ntle oourt; shall proceed as 
1n other ··~$ 1nat11iv.te4 uruter aeet1ons 211.011 • ·._ 2i1· · 4•:t " r · · · ·· 
..,. '+ • ·~· .. 

' 
Since the 1nd1v14~ 1il quea\ion has MJDmitted the 

tra.tt1c C'tfense, tor "lt1ch he was oh&rged " nw.s1strate 
OOUJ:'t• atter he beeatne sevel'lteen rears ot. Ue• his cause 
coultl be tranaterred or rEttel"'.red to Juvenile couvt by the 
magtstrat.a <mly 1t be was $U,bJeot to th.e jurisdiction or 
the j~ven1le OGurt ·_as provJ.de-4 by Sections 211. Oll to 
211.431, RaMo 1959. 

ll'rQm. the tacts as ou-l1ned in your letter, the Juvenile 
co\l.l't obtained exclusive 4Ur1s<!ictton ove;r the 1nd1 vidual 
While- he was under aeYente&n 7eara ot age by finding him 
guilty of baving oomm1t.ted an offense against the law or 
Miss_ ou:n. . ~· exolust;ve 3_ur1ad1et.1on is aet forth 1n 
seet1on 211.031 (l) (d);· Wbich states: 

~ -
11EXcept as. otherwise prq,v1ded.': herein, 
the Juvenile cou.rj Shall have exclusive 
original jur1sdi"Ot1on in procee(l1ngs: 

tt (1) In110lvtitg any child whO may be 
\lf1 thin the coun'b)" WhO is alleged to 
be 1n need ot care and i;reatment be• 
causet • • • • • 

"(d) The child 1s alleged to have vio• 
lated a state law or a mun1c11;)a1 ordi• 
na.nce; • • • • • " 

In addition theretQ; tcy' statute_. the juvenile court 
not only acquires jurisdiotion ot the c~ld under the 
provisions ot Sections 211.011 to 211.431, RSMo 19596 but 
also may retain said Jur1sdiot1on over the individual until 
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ot o.a.,e to dismiss the rete:cred matter. in Juvenile court 
IUtd allOW \he intU vidual to be p.ri)secuted under the· general 
lawa ot the atat•. . . . 

.sa•u 
Xi; .\&1 tht_.~~rd.on ot this •tttoe _that. pursuant to 

ltlotion 211.061.\&h RSRO 1959~ a mast~l"atl!t or ptl1ce 3udse 
muat torthw1 th tvantter the· case, Q-1' tteter the· matter o£ an 
111.d1v1dua1 bt-tw$.,. lT andll ;tar~J o£ age charged lifith the 
dolat1on ot.a etate lAW or a ll1Uil1eipal ordinance cttmm!tte4 
b¥ said ind1vidua.l attet- be a.tt&:lne4 seventeen 7ears or age, 
to the Juvenile ee:.UJ1;, it the 3uVlU111e court had obtained 
ex. oluaiv·e· trlad.na·.· ._. .·~ .. •· .· J •u unsd1 .. c· t.ion_ o. t aa1.4 1nd1v.1dua1 under -.ctton 211.0311 lUJMo 1959. pt;¢t;~~ to l.Us seventeenth. birth• 
da,-.. .mt had p1&tetd said litdid.due.l on probation. 

'l'he torep1ng opinion~. whieh X. hereQ" approve, was 
prepared b1 ~ aea1atant George w. J.J,raper. 11. 

GWD:lc 

Vet7 truly YOUrs, 

!HOE! f. · llGIII'Ott 
Attorney General. 


