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TRAINI.NG SCHOOLS: 
STATE_ TRAINING_ SCHOOLS: 
JUVENILE c CuRTS i -

Children committed to a State Training School 
for mentally retarded children. by the 
juvenile court shall be accepted by 
said school subject to availability of 
suitable accommodatiGn at the school. 

January 16, 1961 

llonore,ble Add.:h~c:tn M. :Puval:. M. P. 
:D~:reotor 1 Div1:d4n. o£ Mental Diseases 
1702 West D~nl!lin Street 
Jet!'erson Gity, Missouri 

Dear Dr. Duval t 

------'l 
F\ l..JED 

~5 

ln your ltl~ter of Bove~•t 2~, 19601 you submit the following 
questiont 

'
1Senat•' Bti:l. #lS, e:llaete<t by the 69th General 
Asa•~_1l.t un_4•J> s_ •_ e_tl•n ,211_.220_, ol_••_x-J.r state_ s 
t~t. ttl•. ol'd~tt •t eomrnJ.ii:m&~t; _shall.· b4ll b1.,.d1ng. 
up•J'l •~•· laotJpfJ;a.l <W J.Jaa1'i~'tit1on to wh1.,h the 
eh~U· is o~tt1*d•' 

uStHla.Je lU.ll 193, ena;ct•d }))' the 7\\Jth fltneral 
Ast~Eimbl'j, ue4er S~·~·~OD aQS!.6lO, S$$.8 1~ . 
el~~':LJ _inrlic»J.t:•-_ttut,'b ii~t- ptv~aioa .~t. Menta.l · Di·••a•••, au-J•e\. '•· -t;ae __ ••a~:l$:bJ.lit1 oj!, _ s~1t,• 
able. ••o~o4l).t1Q:~a •. ,-flhall.t.Q••tv• ~- _.w.ent•lly .. 
~·~_-1•_ ~·--.• ~•· . __ ,, __ .•_ •_•1J•_:.·.O __ •--·_·, )l•_·· * __ .w_ -~_•_:·a1on l11. •tP~led t-e'1! · .. 
un4~r-· le:o:t:1•n 21) .-,IQl~ -~~ ., • · .. -.__ . . . -. 

"lM•$ll~~ as .~ena:t• llll. #9lwa• t~t•i! aub.-. 
aeci~I:J..t. to, $enali~ f,~l.t fl..a, 11; •••1cl.•ppear 
tc'. ~-:~!l,a't S•£'lat•· ,:.,11: ~93: wou:\.41 ._ iMi'Jf;or•, 
t~J._J_t . .,_' '-.·· ~.tut_ ··~·a_ ~-·_ ~f ov_•_-__ -.·_l'.·_.· .. s •• _ ·_. -~-·•_ ; 1.\111. *_~s_ .... ___ w_ it_ ~ """ . 
p,~~t t.• l:he admi$,a1on .~f .. sueh pat:l~tt,te ~e!ng 
dep:e•4~~t~ _ . .,~- ·~~--111J;$1'-).t;l.J;ty .ot ~a\U.t:ab);e 
a.a<t .. tl4t1ons !l rn _. - ... · . 

3&~t1c>n. ,?1).2Dl, _VJ\J)JS, 'f?()lwt pe.-~ts, Law$ ot MS.siBOU1"'1, l<J$1. 
page 642, suttseQ:t~~n 1 pr:~vJ.<t•·•t - · -. 

u~•= a •blld -comiq \l.04t,J2:' tne jvtadiotion 
of tht 3uven.~l• O:ttVt 1a ·r:wud to 'f.t& .teebl.e• 
.t-nin4•4, JJp1~eptio, tnenta~lJ 4•te·o'l$lve or 

'1.', 



Honorable Addison M. Duval, M. D. 

o. therwi.se rn.enta.lly .d. :l.sordered, the juvenile 
court •r commit the child to the MfssotLri 
~tate School, the St • Louis training school 
or otb.er sttate hospital or insti~ution 
und•r a~eh eondltion, as the court may . 
prescr$be and the order or eomm.1tment shall 
be binding upon the hospital or institution 
to wh~ch the oh114 is oom.mitted. '~ 

·Section 20.2 • .)9$1 VA:MS, J)cck•t: parts, taws Missouri, 19.59, 
Sella.te Bill, 9.3,. 's.ect ion 202 .o:tO provides as :follcws: 

"The division o:f ~ental disee.ses 1 subject 
to. the· availa.b~lity of suitable aocomrn.odations, 
sha,ll. ~e()e~ve fo~ -.,4!!agn()s1s 1 ca .. re, tJ.'&ifling. and 

. trea.ttu$ftt in. a state sohool ·anti hos,pi,.al any 
m.ent""llf <~•ficient . pera()J1 whose admission is 

· a.pplled tor ~nder a•y. o:f' the following procedures a . 

(1) l.rust!tut1ona.l!~a.t ion on m•(lioal 
ee~tifioaiiQn. · 

('~) ~natltutionall:zation on appl.1caticn 
ot ·a. co~t of reoordJ or 

()} Institutic.nalization on e~urt order 
as provided 1n section 2ll.Z01, ltSMo. '1 

It is a cardinal. rule of construction of etatutetS that where 
there are two aQt s on ~ctle subjeet the rule is to give etfec'b to 
both acts U" po$e1'b].e~ ),~t U !h~ttJ are repugnant ln any of their 
p~·visi()f)S J ~lie lat~st ••t: ~a ~in\., of _p.ss.S~ (UUlbrol$ ~ State ex 
rel. Taylor v. J\;l!lt~11lat\, ;l,Q$~&.nch~ 'Q:o~, 200 &W2d 1• jJ$ Mo. l0$3. 

': .-; -:':~:- ,-~~ .. 

It seelu ol,'$ar under thf!t sta'tll!.t&s as now :written that eb:ildren 
committed to a _i.-ate sdb<tol . for J1l$nta1ly · d•fic!en1f ptuJ •. ons ~nder the 
provisions ot eitetion 2ll4!aol, VAP, Q;upra, are ~o be ae()ept·•d ,~gsubjeot 
to the ava1).a\l1l.ttr c;t:£ su.ttable aoet>.tnmo!atlcn& in the sQhool a.s 
provided J.n Section .202.$95; sug~a.. ... ' <· 

Q OMOLUSlOI 

. lt 18 o_. ~p1lt1~n that ohildren cornmi.t~$d ~o a at~te. sohpol 
tor meatt.ll.J 4ette.tent< pe~sons by a jUTEUtile 4ourt under Section 
211.201, supra. shall. be aculepted by the S()hool subject 1u, the 



lronora.ble Addison M. Duval, M. D • 

.. 
availability of suitable accommodations in the school as provided 
in Seotion 202.595, supra. 

';ehe foregoing opinion, which l hereby approve 1 was prepa~ed by 
m::r assistant • A. M. Mansur. 

Yours very truly, 

Thomas F, Eagleton 
Attorney Genel'al 


