
COUNTY HEAT TH C.:.l:NTERS : Board of health center trustees managing 
county health center ~overned by Se~s . 
205 .15( RSMo 1S59 13 vested Hith authority COvHT IES : 
to exnend monies <l~ri'Fed from its a,tthor.:. ~ed 
tax levy for the purpose of ere:tin.; a health 
center buildin6 on prcmise5 leased from the 
Federal Gover nment . 

May 24 , 1961 

Honorable Robert Bonney 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Wayne County 
Greenville, ~11ssour1 

Dear Mr . Bonney : 

Tnls opinion 1B rendered 1n reply to your inquiry reading, 
in part) as follo\fS : 

''The wayne County Health Un1 t and The Wayne 
County Court nave requested that I t1I'1te your 
office and requeGt an official opinion on 
whether the county health unit can properly 
uoe county moneys to erect a health center 
building on leased land from the Federal 
aovernment :for a fifty-year tel'I:l . * * . .. 

In a telephone conversation with you the 11 County Heal tll 
Un1t11 referred to in the above 1nqu1ry has been demonstrated 
to be a county health center organized under and subject to 
the provision~ of Sect1ona 2 5.010 to 205 . 150, RSMo 1959 . 

Article IV, Section 37) M1ooour1 ' s Conot1tut1on or 1,45 
provldes: 

nThc health and general welfare of' the people 
are matters of primary public concern) and to 
secure them the sencral assembly ohall eotab11sh 
a department of public health and t·lc lfarc , and 
may grant power \'11th respec t thereto to counties, 
cities or other political subdiv1siono of the 
3tate. " 

A power vested ~ the board or health center trustees , 
and particularly germane t o the authority to l e aoe grounds 
f or the county health center, is found in the .fol...owing 
language from Section 2J5 .v42, RSMo 1959 : 



Honorable Robert Bonney 

11 * * * They shall have the exclusive 
control of the eA~enditUl~os of all moneys 
collected to the credit of the county health 
center fund~ and of t he purchase of site 
or sites~ the purchase or con$truction of 
any county health center buildings, and of 
the supervision, care and custody of the 
ground_!!., rooms or buildings purcha.:Jcd, 
constructed, leaacd or aet apart for that 
purpoae . * * •" (Underscoring supplied) 

In the foregoing quoted language from Section 205. 042, RSMo 
1959, t'le find authority cxprosoly given to the board of health 
center truGteco to lease ground for the purposes of the health 
center and to construct buildings thereon. When you referred 
to "county moneys" in the question posed 1n the forepart of 
tlll.s opinion we assume you uel"'C making reference to the monica 
derived from the tax levy duly made by the county court for 
the sole use and benefit of the county health center and 
uertified by the board or health center trustees under authority 
found in Section 205.045, RSMo 1~5~. 

CONCLT[SION 

It is the opinion of this office that the board of health 
center trusteeo managing the county health ~enter governed by 
Sections 2 .5 . 01t to 2~ 5 . 150, RSMo 1959, is vested with authority 
to expend monies derived from 1ts authorized tax levy for the 
purpose of erecting a health center buil ding on premises leased 
from the Federal Government. 

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby approve, \'las prepared 
by my assistant, Julian L. O' Malley. 

Very truly your~, 

THOMAS F . EAGLETON - ­
Attorney General 


