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May 25, 1960 

Honorable Robe rt P . C. Wilson, III 
Prosecuting .t~ttorney 
Platte County 
Platte City, Missouri 

Dear Iir . Wilson: 

This is in response to your request of ~ y 5, 1960, f or an 
opinion, which request reads as f ollows: 

"I reqaest the opinion of your O.Lfice in 
regar d to interpretation of JOction 1 . 1 . , 
House Bill No . 127, as enacted by tho 70th 
General asse~bly. ~action 1 . 1 . of that 
reads as f ollows 

"Section 1 . 1 . ' Upon the f iling of 
a pet it ion sig ned by f L teen per cent or 
tore of the qualified voters of any county 
and presented to the county court at any 
regular or special session thereof more 
than thirty days before any general 
election to be held in the county, the 
county court ahall order the question , 
as to whether or not there Should be 
adopted the law requiring a reg istration 
of the qualified voters of the county , 
submitted to the qualif ied voters, to be 
voted upon at the next election .• 

"Under the above ct, a Petition was f iled 
in the County Court of Platte County, tlissouri 
on January 21, 1960, the Petition bearing 
the signatures of ~ore than f i fteen per cent 
of the qualified voters of the county . The 
question which I raise is whether the propo­
sition should be sub~tted at the forthcoming 
Primary election, or whether it Should be 
submitted at the f orthcoming General Llection. " 



Honorable Robert P. c. Wilson, III 

House Edll No. 127, 70th General Assembly, which became 
effective August 29, 1959, may be found in Sections 114. 010 to 
114. 240, inclusive, VAMS. That portion ot House Bill No . 127, 
which you set out in your request, has been designated Section 
114. 010(1) and the answer to your inquiry depends upon the con­
struction placed upon the use of the words "general election" 
and "next election" as found in said section. 

Section 1.020, RSMO CUm. SUpp., 1957, reads, in part, as 
follows: 

11 As used in the statutory laws of' this state, 
unless otherwise specially provided or unless 
plainly repugnant to the intent of the legis­
lature or to the context thereof: " 

" (3) 'General election' means the election 
required to be held on the Tuesday succeeding 
the first tt>nday ot November, biennially; 11 

In view of the definition contained in Section 1 . 020, supra, 
it can only be concluded that the words "general election, rt as 
used in Section 114. 010(1), supra, refer to the election held 
every two years on the first Tuesday after the first Nonday in 
November. 

We have noted that the statute does not specify that the 
proposition shall be submitted at the next feneral election but, 
instead, it only requires that it be submit ed at the next elec­
tion. However, we believe that as the general election has been 
used as a basis tor det ermining the cut- ott date tor presenting 
the petition to the county court, it becomes necessary to read 
the word "general" into the last part of' paragraph 1 between the 
words nnext11 and "election. " The general rule of statutory con­
struction is that in the absence or express restriction, it may 
be assumed that a te~ is used throughout a statute in the same 
sense in which it is first defined. 50 Am. Jur. 255. 

In view or the foregoing, it is our opinion that a proposition 
ot county registration of voters under Chapter 114, VAMS, is to 
be submitted to the voters for a vote on such proposition at 
the next general election held more than thirty days atter the 
petition is presented to the county court Which, under the set 
ot facta outlined in your request, would be the general election 
to be held in November, 1960. To bold that the Legislature 
actually meant tor the propoaition to be submitted at the next 
election, in t~e, held following the submission of the petition 
instead ot at the next general election could conceivably lead 
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Honorable Robert P . C. \'Tilson, III 

t o problems of jor proportions . For example , i t would be pos ­
sible f or a petl~:. ion to be sub .. rlttt;; G. t o the county court one day 
before the primary election, which would be tore than thirty days 
before the general election, and i f i t were held that the words 
"next elect ion" , oans the next elect ion in t Lne , the court woul d 
be required t o subnit the proposition at the election hold the 
day f ollowing presentation of the pet ition . 

COUCLUSION 

Therefore , it is the opinion of this department thAt a prop• 
osition f or the adopt ion of county registration of voters under 
Chapter 114, ~ 1f 1 i s to be submitted to the voters f or a ll'ote on 
s uch proposition at the ooxt general election occurring more than 
thirty days after tho petition is presented to t he coanty court . 

The f oregoing opinion, which I hereby approve , was prepared 
by my assistant , Calvin K. Hamilton . 

Yours very truly, 

John n. Dalton 
Attorney Goner 1 


