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ABSTRACTOR'S BOOKS 
SUBJECT '1'0 ~SSESSMENT 
AND -TAXATION: . 

An.abstractor 1 s books and/or 
~ecords are tangible personal 
property and are subject to assess­
ment and taxation. 

July 15, 1959 

Honorable Jq. \fld.t• 
'""eutit\&Attom., 
Phelps County 
Rolla, 141e~GUn 

.... &1Jt: 

Your "ceat ritueat to~ ·Wt eft'telal epi,llin rett4e: 

ttf1le ·~-· .,, Oo~_. <··_If' .~_.·_.-_ •. 4_. ~-··· .aea_ "1' _11&8_ ••. ·_ - rer,.ueated 
tor a Wrl'~•n op1f4 .. n u hll.ewe. . 

nl• tn .-.:1. t••to,;' • ··**• un4er .the- l-aw:. -. ·_. . ..... . •. ~ ,......_ ...• .. ... ~.""1'· ..... _.··.·. ···.'.a"iii!o*""'.·' ......... P· -.· Lfta ...... ,._. ..._ ........ ~~--~~ .·. ·~·to~.:'i\11 r-~'"'~- •·J!W-r:•"''v.,. ~ i•• )·fNb.jeot t• . QMf_.t .t.mt· ,_.t1oa a• 
ot.,.fl.t- .t6tlg1bt;e -:lt114lf p~p«~f?. ·.aeae 
re_. · ac.trcl• ·ate' .!.tUN. .· '""-le · ..... .-. ~- . . ... . ·, ·_ .,.. · -.4 ............... ··· .v, ... .- ... · ... _ .. · __ ,...., .... •~ ••Ve •• _. OvDD.a.'IIM;'., 
ilble ~t. v.J;u:& •. __ ,X .Ul« *fp.l"efll.te J'OUt' 
wMttta tp:tnloa on -~bit quests.on.,• 

,, . . 

BY the te.N ''•b•traotor•a reoor41., 70u no doubt mean what 
1 s moxoe cenerat]Jr oa11et1 the n.ma:l;Hctor• a boOke." 

It is . the f)pintcm of. thi• tlepartment that &Juoh bc>f'1k:s are 
tansible p$X'tJOn$l property. an« eo .P-8 subJeet . to assesement • 
taxat1c>n aa 1s oth•r t~1bl• perao•l•propex-ty. What :ts o.l.led 
the nabstr«tot 1NG1nt$8ft is a lieeoant•ed, h1&hJ.:v neeeaaary# and 
lucrative bt.uune·ss _l)pera.tion~ An4 Without the !treoords't or 
ttbooks'f to whl~ you ret•x-1 it ~uld be V'1rtt1$.11J impossible tor 
an abt.lt~etor t~ ca~ct hj,IJ ~tt-nees. J'Ul'tMt'lQ.Ore,· as you atate, 
an abstraotor' a bo:Oks have a veP( eonSidezta.ble monetary value for 
wh1cb there is usually a rea4¥ l&&i'ket. 

Section 131.120, ll$Mo 1949,· Pte torih what an tus•essor• s 
prop•rty 11.st sb,$.11 ednta1n. There is no mention tne~in ot 
books or e.ny k::1l'),d. Hi»l&ver1 we· :note numbered Pal'a.graph six or 
sa14 flection which, atter e~•J?ating a number ot 1 tems whiCh 
shoUld be on ~~~.atbell:'SIJX'J;a1:.\l:!.\•t;, .. concludes by stating nln.4 
every other'· sp$¢·:l:!~ii ~~ ta.tist~l;e ·:pers&nal propert7 not exempt 
bJ law,,t~m t~~4P.~lf .. ,,··· " .· , .· ..... 

. ... l-'·. _. . 



~ a:'et§t.M~!~.:c:::=~~v~~·l~.· 
" ..... cove.·. rr. ·.·.· .. ot·.··.·.a·.····.~.• o ... ·.t ... ·.··f' .. ~ ... ···,• .• «J* .. 1J ... ·.•• ••.*at:~~.·.:.'bu.· .... :t:·1·t .. "·h···•·.·· .... .,.•:f ... ·1neat .. to the ia.-ae b.en,f .in t~t it··:~t·•• ..... -~tit;»:~: or »prol)ert,-" 
Wbich 1ncl,u4ea b.o•• · At l.Q~ :t!L,~) the .Qoul't; #t••• tn p~$ 

nIt '' ~ta be . t~t .e•tton Jw;a.4QO 
in to*'it . t~t ·. tt · tuQ' »•ret)n . . 
conce~t; ·. ar ~n,stull' l4.t.h-
h0lla,. • aoo4l!, · . . · . • · nootca, 
JU~P•~'• tal:' .evttle!l$\te .. ,c.. . . .. . . . th$ 4e­
cease41 the attietevi.t therdn p:ro~cl$4 
tor lilaf. be t1led. · 'l'ho ''\ll'th Gt the$$ 
sect~otte.. 46!-. 430, collQ.attJ . t~e • goocia~ 

~=:::1:i fell; ~==•t=rr:~u.~rt!v1-
aeet~•l'l· ... lJ6a •. 4Go,. inti)····. t. '.·e.··". ".· ·e.~el't;r' ~ 
an4 :pMV14ee th$t atte~ lu-.nt, Fhe 
court· ·· 81\•ll eolfiPel the delivery ot the 
proptrt~ detQ;tne41 .C'1t tb.• court. nee4a te 
do $Q) by .attacl1ntent .tor co-nt•mpt and 
commitment tQ Sail tl.lltil the order or 
the court 1& complied llitb.~ tt 

It would seem. to be clear that tbe ool)ks or an abstttactor 
are tangible personal property or ve~ 4etin1 te val.ti.e J that. theJ 
are not exempted b~ law from asseasment end taxation, a.n4 are 
therefore subject to such assessment and taxation. 
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. . ~. ·. lt i.e the ~1gon ·of We 4~t tb.a,t u ,ab.tft.ctott• s 
~. ,u4,1o::p r.eol*de. are.· ~bt~ •. penol11.1 P~7· :end are. 
eubleot to aatea~t ~- t-.,~•11*. , , · · . · · . · · : , .· . . · -.. r,..-..-~ ~i~~n,. ·~c," t: iterebr appt.'Qve,. waa prepued 
b7 111 foul at.-~$ hsb. t, Willi_.# •. · .. · ·. . . . 
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;'· ·, .. :,·.··__ :_: - ·:·'[ : : 

to~ "~•17 .. tJ:'Ul;y, .. 
. ' . ' 
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lo~ •· ·~ton. 
:Attol'fl•t. teitetia-1. 


