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——BUREAU OF”VITAL The Bureiu of Vital Statistics in, %hg_ﬁtate of Missouri
at

STATISTICS:. . + may sepa e the health and medical section of the

' Standard Certificate of Live Birth from the upper por-
tion of the certificate, and the health and medical sectlion may, after
analysis and preservation on IBM -cards; be destroyed.

December 24, 1959

FILED

Honorsble H. M. mrmme, M.D. l
Deputy Director : '

Division of Health

221 West High Btreet

Jefferson eity, Hisseuri

Dear Br. H&r&wiekea o . _ ,
Your recent vequest far'an affiaial epinion raada.

“May we have an opinion eoneerning the legal
right of the Bureau of Vital Statisties,
Missouri Division of Health, to separate the
health and medicel seotion of the Standard:
Certificate of Live Birth from the upper per-
tion of ‘the certificate se that the- ealth

medi ﬁﬁeeien, after analynis, ean T

maéiaai‘éeétién. There are at least thraa
‘esgential medieal questions that will remain
on the permanent portian to be kept

"The Misaeuri Bivisian of Health, beeause of
an increased inberest in the medicdl aspects
eoncerning the pregnancy and delivery of a
child, has found it necessary to increase the
size of the birth reeard so that additional
health information can be collected. Because
- this increase would necessitate additional ‘
storage space, it is felt that after the in-
formation has been analyzed, the original
health and medical sestion 1s of no value to
the Division and therefore should be destroyed
so that storage space could be saved. While
the second half will be destroyed, it will be
permanently kept on I1.B.M. eards but will not
be identified as to what birth it represents.




“In the past the haalth and medieal section of
the Division was consideved confidentisl, It
~ is planned this will still be confidential and
: ;_1& being aellaatad far a#&ﬁistieal purposes .

L ”“Ennleaed please find dopies of the Standard
T Gerbificates of Live. Birth for the state of
Lo Kenpas and Distriot of Qolumbia, ‘These ocertif-
. leabes have been submitted for your information
‘besause the proposed Standard Certificate for.
the state of’ﬂissauri w@nld aieaeiy reaambln
the eﬁﬁlaauﬂas. o _ .

"We are enclosing a copy of the Hiaaouri ‘Stand-

erd Caertificate as now being used. We believe 7
the praceaanﬁ for this belng done is shown by ,

the enolosed two certificatea and the fact that
approximately sixteen a%har ataﬁes have a. cer-

ﬁifiaaka at tha same %ype.

8 whether you’ have the authcrity o separate the
41 section of the Standard Certificate of ILive Birth
from the upper portion of the certificate so that the health and
medical section, -after analysis, ¢an be destroyed., This you wish
%o do, - you inferm us, in tha in"J est of oenaervins storage spaoe.

Section 192.960, RsMo 19&9, requires the Division of Health %o
obtain and "preseérve” information regarding births and deaths. It
would clearly appear from this sedtion that the methods, forms and -
manner of obtaining and preéserving this 1nformation is left very
largely to tha diseretien of bhe division, _

 Your 1nqn1”””
health and medi

Humberea,paragraph 3 af seeﬁion 193 93@ aﬁds be this 1mpreasion~
This paragraph raada' -

nwhe éivisian shall:_;j?g:_,‘

(3) Make and may amend, after notice and
- hearing, necessary regulatiens, give
instructions and prescribe forms for col-
~lecting, transeribing, compiling and pre-
serving vital astatisties." “

-2n




Honorable H. M. Hardwicke, M}B.

In view of the above, we believe that, as we stated, the
method by which the information will be obtained and preserved is
lar%aly left to the discretion of the division, It appears to us
that you are simply asking whether you gsn change the present
form and manner of preserving certain information since you state
that "while the second half will be destroyed, it will be perman-
ently kept on IBM cards * * *# ' Singe all of the information which
1s now preserved will. centinue to.be preserved but simply in a :
different mannep, snd since, from the statutes quoted above, it
seems ¢lear that wide dismcretion is conferred upon the division as
teo the manner of obtaining and preserving the information in ques-
tion, that 1t would be within the disocretion of the division to
change the manner of preserving the 1nfermatien in the manner set
forth in your above opinion request.

CONCLA ;sm

: It is the apinion of this deparﬁment that the Bureau of Vital
Statistics 1n the State of Missourl way separate the hesalth and

medical section of the Standard Certiflcate of Idive Birth from the

upper portien of the certificate, and that the health and medical

:emtign may, afber analysis and preservation on IBM cards, be des~
rcye ,

The f@regoins epinion, whleh 1 hereby approve, was prepared
by my assistant, Hugh 2. Williamson.

Yours very truly,

JOHN M, DALTON,
Attorney General
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