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___ __..BUREAU OF VI'fAL The Bure~u of Vital Statistics. in."}bL.§tate- of Missouri 

.......... STATISTICS:.. _ , may sepaJ.tate the health and medica .• seoti()n or the 
. . Standard iOertifioate or Live Birth from .the upper por-

tiGn or the certificate, arid the health and medical section may, after 
analysis and preservation on IBM-cards~ b~·aestroyed. 

December 24J 1959 

Honorable H. Mi ltard\dcke, M.~. 
Deputy Dil:'e~tor ._ 
Division ot ltell.lWl 
221. West . Htlh -~t~.et 
Jetfer$On City, . M1$«Jour:1 
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Your re-oent nquest tor an ottiei-.1 opinion reads:: 

tti'Ja.y we nave •n op1n1on ~oneerruns thf& legal 
rtpt o:t -;he· Burea,~ ot Vital Statiaties, ·· 
Ml4·St>'lltt1 D1vta1on ot .Health, to ~Jeparate tne 
h~4,:tt4·a.n~m•41c•l ~•~•ion .ttl the •tanda~d.­
~~~r;-ttflca~• or 14 ve :EJ1~tb tror. the - - -.. -_ · -
tton ·Of' ·~kt ()ert~e:tcat« •• ~~t ~he: .u •• --r; :r..&o· .. •u. 
~d ·meclita~- seeti!Qn, atter &uuJ,lyaie, 
d~a' · ] whtle at _the $·wne· t~• .. ·_ th4! 
$:\;91) ' ~4 mak. it lBal).-~17 iibat, •h• 
ant'at_th$ birth oQ~Qltt:e tne_ntJalth 
~CJ1C411 JJ&etion • !bert atte ttt lea~t· ... J li.L'-IllJO 

e&$8nt-1al medical qu~•t1c>ns tlla.t will remain 
on the permat111nt portion.to be kept~ 

'"!he M1&,oul:*1 Dj.11'J.aion. ot Healtn.. bec:~u$.e of 
an increase~ in.enat in the medica·ll aapeots 
oone•pning the presn•ncr and del1 veey or a 
child.~ ha$ t'aund itnecessary to increase the 
si~e. of' the b1rtn ~ool'd so that _ a.dditi<mal 
neaitn inforl'!la.tion oan b$ ·eollE~etctd. · Because 
this 1noreaae would necessitate additional 
stol'qe space, :t,t is felt that af'te:r the in­
formation has b~en analy~e~, the original 
health and medical section is or no value to 
the Division and therefo~e should be des.'h:r9i~d 
ao. tna.t etor13.ge ~pa.eQ could be aaved. Wht~• 
the second half will be destrc,-:$4, it will be 
permanently kept on l.B .• M. cards but will not 
be identified as to what birt-h it represents. 
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-u~ "• pa.et the .~eal..~ll··ana mett:!.cal seetion Qf 
ttie 11v1a1on. •as oon•tdeft4 oontidettti.al. . Xt 
is plft#ied W.s W11~ .lltl11l be cont~-1iia).· ~ct 
irs. b&ln& ·•oll•.Sted' tor . ••-~•t:teal pu,rp•••~, . 

. , :•.·.·:·; 'i ,! • . - . 

;rJf;t;!.:!•:;•J;;tt.;=•;o:r-:e f$~="':~4 
~'"" ··$mJ littAot ot -~.1)~-.. ••.a ce~1u.t~ 
#.oat••.mtve. ~ $tlbr0t•\i•:« to11 'tour ~nt()=aiiton 
be~ucf •· ;ropo.ed . s~a%'4 .sen1:ttoate t"tt~. 
the •. t$-te or •••oul.'i woU:l4 elosel3f "'aeb;J.e 
th• enol~SUM$. · · · · · · · · · · · 

''We ~· el'lalo$1ni. ~• oo;.y of .·the Jfiaaouri Stand­
Ud C.»t.ttieate as nP"W. betn~· use4. \fe b$11eve 
the preoect•nt. tor this. :,'be:tb.l. dont:t~ is . ~wn bY 
the·· ene~1o$ecJ•·tw0· ••:rit111olt•• u4· .·tb.• fact. t~t 
app~~t·e1t st~e•n .~b•r a;tatee bet.~ &J.. 0$1'• 
titie-a#.$ ·or the ' aaaat ttpe :~ n .··' . ., ' 

]· ' . ' . - ' . ,. . 

Section 1!:)!.06'0, iSio 194&; f!equiFes the »!vision of Hea.ltl't to. 
obtain and . "pr~ae~ve" in.toma tion. i,-esa.rd1ng b.1~hs . $114 .. deaths. .lt 
would clearly appear from this «J$(i1iion that .the methods, torma and · 
nuanner ot obtaining ·and · p~aervtt"ts this in.tormation is lett vef!U 
largely to the discretibn ot tn~·, 41 vision. . · · . 

' . • . ' _-,' . ' I . ' 
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NUlnber&d 'patJlSraph S of sect~ on 193 • 0)0 ad(b:f to th1Q 1mpres•1on" 
'fhis paragrapll H~ds : · · · 

'~he ·tU. vision shall t 

(i) Make ·and' rnay amen~ .. att~J:' not1ee and 
bearing, neees&ary tte6Ul~t1ons,; &1ve . 
;tnstructions and pxteseribe ·t:orms. toit eol- ·. 
lectins, transorib±i'lth compi:t:tnet an.d .pxte~ 
s~u .. ving vital sta:flistios. n . . . 
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ln view ot \be· •bove, we believe. that, as we stated, the 
nteth<>d by whiett. the 1ntorru.t1on ~dll be obtained and p"serve<i 1s 
largely lett tQ. the d:l.seretion ot .th• d1vis1.on. lt app~a.rs to us 
that you are sim~1V asking. wheth•~· you . ~~n cha.rlge t;he present , 
tom and ~r.~anner or Pl"•serv1ng oertatrt in.fp~atio~+ $1nce ,you stat• 
that "lithile 1lhe se4ond halt Will· be aesti'"QJ't:Jd, it ltj,.ll be peman-
ently kept on · nu« oard:s • * *. 11 

. $1.noe all or th.& information which 
1s now Pl't&et-'Ved will.cont1nlte tobe.p~&se~:ved but.~Jimply in a. 
c!itterent manne~, an• •mce~ :tl'Qm .the st.at:utes q.uQt•d above, it 
o~:ems ~lear·tnat w:tje discretion iJ$. oonte~:red. \WOn the. division as 
to the marmet' o.t obtaining and. ptt.a•mna the. information in qu$s­
t1on;J tnat rtt aould be within the 41Jcret1on ot the division to 
cha.nse the ~e·r of preserving the 1:ntomation in the manner set 
forth in your ab()ve. opinion request. 

§ONOeJSlO! 
It it:l th,e opin:Lon of tllis department that tne &Q.reau of Vital 

stat1st1os in the sta.te of Missouri may- sf'iparatE.t the health and 
medical aeoticm of the standard. Cert1f1aa.te ot Live Birth from the 
upper port/ion ot the c-ertificate, and that the heii.lth and medical 
seetion may, a.ft,er analysis ana preservation on IBM cards, b.e des-
troyed. · 

The to~egoing opinion,. whion'l hereby approve, was prepared 
by my a$s1stant, Hugh P. Willi<;tmson. 

Yours very truly, 

JO:Wf M. DAJ;,1'0N, 
Attorney General 


