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STATE BOARD OF NURSING 9 Students regularly enrolled in accredited'
NURSING: ) - 'schools of professional nursing may be em-
- ¢  ployed to perform professional nursing
duties during vacation perilods, days off,
holidays and weekends.

March'4, 1959

'M&sa jjthevine P, Geuss, ﬂ.u.
Executive Beoretar
- State Board of Nursing
. State Capitol Bullding
Jeffeprgon City, Missouri

Dear Niss Geuss:

Reference is made te your request for an affieial,apanien,
which vequest reaﬁa a8 rbllaw33 '

"he Missouri Board of Nnrsing wishes an inter-
pretation of the Nurse Practice Ret, ehn@bar

335 - Sections 335.010 to 335.170 R.8. Mo. 1949
Repealed L 1953 $,B. 165 (Cumulative Bupplement

'9:5); 88 1t relates to the employment of stus

dents in Schools of Professional sins.prier |
4o completion of their program and licensure.

“Stuwdent nurses in Schools of Nursing wish to
work in Hoapitals giving nursing care to pa-
tients, during vacation, days off, holidays
and weekwends, and would be paid by the Hoge
pitels on an hourly hasis, This request for
employment has been prompted by shortage in
gecuring sufficient licensed professional
nurses and the need for some students to se~
cure additional funds while in the School."

We understand from eenvaraatiens with yau that the queation
which you wish gnswered is whether “student” nuvses regularly en-
rolled in aceredited schools of nursing can be employed to peprw
form g rofessional nursing duties during vac&tian periods, days
off, holidays and weekends.

gection 335,010, RE8Mo Cum. Supp. 1957, defines the practice
of profesalional nursing as follows:

"2, A person practices prafeasional nursing
who fop compensation or personsl profit per-
forms, under the supervision and divection



werine P. Gouss, R.N.

af o prmtﬁ;iamr autharim %0 8ign birth
and death eertificates, any professional aer-
vices requiring the applicstion of prineiples
af the hiaiagi ~ ghwiml or soeial sciences
X . v‘,;ﬁkiiiﬂ the care of the siek, in
smw ntion of dldease 0r in the conserve-
v'ﬁﬁﬁ ﬁf hﬁ&imt v

_aeatim 335«9393'3 j,.:"mmw ma practioe af registered pro-
irsing without a license in the following language:

It ia (ful for any persen to m‘ae&iae
'u.ar t@ effe# to _;ietﬁaa registered pr -
slonal nursing op 1 2ed practica T

1'*3:ﬁnsaﬁwaﬁw;“””: ion ap e
‘-\gvaflt, or to Use any t&tla, ﬂign abhrevi&-
ion, cards, or device Yo indicate that such
person 18 prasticing registered professionsl
nursing or licensed practical nurasing uniess

he has been duly uaqmeé under this ehapmr. :

' 6&&&1&& exeeptﬂ.am t0 tﬁe ] ;mhibmmn aontained in BSeetion
335.020 are ereated by aeetian 335.635; saza seetian reads in
part as follows: :

Vo prewiaian of this law shall be construed
as prohlbiting practical nursing s0 long as ,
the parties so pratciicing do not hold thems
gselves out to be licensed practical nurses;
nor a§ prohibiting the serviee rendered by
teehamians, a#ten@.m'xts, nurses aldes, ward
helpers or other auxillary workers employed
in hospitals, state or private; nor shall
it apply to any garaen nursing the sick for
hire who does in any way aasume the title
of '1ieensed practical purde,! or tobstetrical
nurae, oy use the abbreviation 'L.P,N.,Y and
'0.N." No provision of this law shall be con=
atruad as prohibiting nuraing care by friends
or members of the famlly; nor as prohibiting
the incidental care of | sick by domestie
servants or persons pwimarily employed Bz
housekeepers; nor ag prohibiting nursing as-
asistance in the case of emergency; » Shall
it be construed @s prchibiting the preciice

" Huralng by students enro. in aeeredﬁ'ea
sohools of professional nnrsigg,or in schodls
of practical nursing, nor by graduates of such
schools or courses pending the results of the

Qe



Miss Qatherine P, Geuss, R.N.

first licensing examination mcheduled the
Bosrd following susch .maauatien, & % s
(Emphaﬁis supplied, ) . -

e nate that ﬁhe prmviaians cf gt&r 335 are net to be
construed as prohibiting the pvaataae of nursing by students
enrolled in accredited mchotls of professlonal nursing. As
noted in S8action 335,010, suprs, one of the requisives to the
practice of professional nursihg ls that it shall be done for
compensation or personal profit, In view of such faet, we do
not belleve that the exemption is limited to practice as a
part of the curriculun of the sechool but is, in fact, broad
enough fo extend to the practice of professional nursing for
aamyenaation unﬁer ei#numatanaaa auah aa 3@& have dessrﬁbeﬂ.

We wish ﬁa peiat ﬁut, ‘hHowever, that uhereas wa are of the

opinion that students in asoredited scehools can undertake dutiea

which would be included within the definition of the practice of
professional nursing, such would not permit sald studenis to use
any title, sign, abbreviation, card or device to indicate that
such person is practicing registered prvfessianal nursing

] - it is tha-apiai&n ef thia office th&t students

iy enrolled in accredited mchools of professional nursing
mmw‘hg amployed to perform professional nursing duties during
vaaa#ian pﬁrieds, &ays off, holidays and weekends.

The foregoing opinien, which I hersby approve, was prepared
by my asaistant, Donal P. Guffey.

Very truly yours,

John M, Dalton
Attorney General
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