JUVENILE CODE: ' (1) Copies of reports un recovered ve-
PEACE OFFICERS' RECORDS: hicles may be furnished to the National

Automoblle Theft Bureau or other ageéncies
concerned with ownership of the vehicle
' or with prosecution of offenses so long
as the name of the child 1s omitted from such reports; (2) coples
of aceldent reports may be furnished to insurance companies_and
attorneys who are interested in civil actions so long as there is
an omission from such reports of the oharge of an offense; (3)
likewise, and under the same conditions, copies of acecident re-
ports may be furnished to the Missouri State Highway Department;
(4) information concerning juveniles may be furnished .to other
law enforcement agencles and the proper authorities may be notified
when juveniles are taken into ecustody for violation of laws in other
states or federal Jurisdictions so long as such information is fur-
nished with an understanding that it is not to be publiec information.

January 16, 1958 u '  ¢ ,
a | ;%Zt4>144f4“¢) C‘g§§£4
" ml

.. P Honorable Hugh H. Waggoner : |
Superintendent |
Missourl State Highway Patrol

Jefferson Gity, Missouri

HICHWAY PATROL:

Dear Colonel Waggonar:

This will acknowledge receipt of your opinion request of
August 30, 1957 in which you have raised several questions as
to whether or not certain records are prohibited from inspec-
tion and disolosure in view of the new juvenile code, Senate
Bill No, 15, 69th @General Assembly. The egsential part of
the opinlon request reads as follows: . a

"In view of the provisions in Section
211.310, subpersgraph 2 of Senste Bill
Number 15, it is hereby requested that 3
this department be furnished with an | |
answer to the followlng gquestions: | 1

"{1) May coples of the report on re~-
covered vehleles be furnished to the
Hational Automobile Theft Bureau, Federal
Bureau of Investigation or other agencies
concerned with ownership of the vehicle
or with prosecution of offenses?

"{2) May copies of accident reports bear-
ing the names of juveniles who have been : |
charged with an offense be furnished to 1



Honorable M

Hereinaf&er, réferences to sections in Senate Bill No. 15,
69th Qeneral Asgembly, will be made to the section numbers only.

The questions have arisen because of the prohibition against
inspection and disclosure of peace officers' records of children
contained in subsection 2 of $eetion 211.310,
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““qnantly reteived from police sheriffs
wha are-aenduﬁﬁﬁf‘ investigations of the activie
ties of juveniles who have been taken into cuse
tody, #ince this department does maintain &
statewl: d the identification burean files
have become more or less & clearing house for
this type of infomusation,

"{5) 1In thofé ceses where Juveniles are taken
into custody and it is determined they have
violated laws in othér states op federsl Jurise-
diations, may the proper authorities in those
guriadictionﬂ be notiflied by this department,
oy is such notification the résponsibility of
the Juvenijj Judge?

tion reads as follows:

"Pesce officers' records, if any are kept,
of children, shall be kept separste from
the records of persons ovér seventeen years
of sge and shall not be opén to ingpéction
or their contents disclosed, exceépt by or-
der of the court. . This subsection does not
apply to children who are transfarred to
courts of general juriasdiction as provided
by section 211.070 of this =act.'

The said subsSec+




#onorable Hugh H. Waggomer

Rasearch of thea aubéaat of privileged records and related
subjects has been of little, if any, help in resclving the gues.
tions reised in the opinion vequést, In other words, the specific
juestions under consideration do not appear to have been hereto~
vre discussed or resolved by the courts. The particular sub«
section guoted above is not ambiguous in creating a prohibition
against Inspection and disclosure of certain records but the in-
tention of the General Assembly is.not clesr as to when the records
of pesde’ officers come within the acope of tha prohibition con-
tained in sush subsection.

The yaliey of the Auvanila code, in general, 18 ﬁaApraeweﬂ
with & view toward the ohild's reformation while the polle
manifaaﬁed throyghout the code with respect to the privilagn

gainst inspestion and disslosuré of pesice officers' records
£ ohildren is to prevent such facts from being publiecized so
that any stigma which might result from having been involved
roceadings under the aet will not attach to the child,
do not balieve, on the other hand, that the intentlon was
to maknvpvivilegﬁd.mattawa found in police officers' records

.,,_‘;‘ngﬂta ersana under seventeen years of age when
x matters pertein to proceedings or possible pro-

ydings under the aetb Heither, from the policy menifested
in the cods, does it appesr that the apprehension of eriminal
offenders was to be interfered with, This might be a prastical
result Af peace officers' redords of persons under seventeer
years of age, under any circumstances, were to be privileged
from inspection and digsclesure, There would be many other
graetiaal inconsistencies with the intention of the leglia-
sture if Section 211.310 | a) were given a strict literal
interpretation.

- With this backsreunﬂ, we turn now to the specifie questions
in the opinion request.

Tna first question i8:

"{1} May copies of the report on recovered
vghicles be furnished to the National Auto-
moblle Theft Bureau, Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation or other agencies concerned with
ownershlp of the vehicle or with prosecution
of affenses?

We believe that sueh copies may be furnished the National
Automobile Theft Bureau and other unofficial agencies actually
concerned so long as the name of the child is omitted from the
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Honorable Hugh H, Waeggoner

coples of reports on recoversd vehicles may be furnished to

the Natlonel Automobile Theft Bureau or other agencles oon-
¢erned with ownership of the vehlole or with prosecution of
Q£f$nﬁe$ %o long as the name of the child 18 onitted from

puch reporte; 2) copies of &eoldent reportsmay be furnished
to insupange companies and attorneys who are intersated in ‘
oivil astions so long as there is an omission from such reports
of the charge of an offense; (3) likewisd, and under the same
condition as stated in conalusion No. 2 coples of sccident re-
ports be furnished to the Missourl State Highway Departe
man&;_?ag information concerring Juveniles may be fuwrnished
e other lew enforosment sgenecies, and the proper authorities
wey be notified when juveniles arve teken into ocustody for
violation of laws in other states or federal Jurisdictions

80 long as such information is furnished with an understanding
that it 18 not to be gublia inrormation.

The foregoing opinion, which I hereby Spprove, Was pra«
pared by wy assistant, Hercld L, Hemry.

Very truly yours,

Johm M. Dalyon
Attorney General
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