
MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION: Trucks driven on t he highways from job 
to job, or to garages for repair must 
be registered. 

TRUCKS EQUIPPED WITH 
WINCHES MUST BE LICENSED: 

F l LEg May 15, 1958 

0 
Honorable Garner L. Moody 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Wright County 
Mansfield, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Moody: 

This is in answer to your letter or April 28, 1958, in which 
you request an opinion from this office as follows: 

"I would like an opinion from yout" office 
as to whether or not trucl<:s whose beds have 
been equipped with winches and u~ed exclus.i vely 
for loading and unloading lo~s need to be 
registered or licensed. These ve.11c1es are 
used in the woods or at the mills bu'b driven 
on the highways from job to job, or driven to 
garages for repair. 

nMy question concerns only rubber wheeled 
vehicles of standard width and length." 

We direct your attention to Section 301.010, RSMo Cum. Sup~., 
paragraph (15), which defines "Motor veh1cle 11 as: 

"any sel:f-propelled vehicle not operated 
exclus ively on tracks, except farm tractors;" 

and to paragraph (28) of this section which defines "Vehicle " ae: 

"any mechanical device on wheels, designed 
primarily for use o.1 highways, except those 
propelled or drawn by human power or those 
used exclusively on fixed rails or tracks. " 

We must also direct your attention to Section 301.020, which 
we quote, in pa~, as follows : 

• 



Honorable Gamer L. Moody 

we must call to your attention that paragraph (15) of Section 
301.010 is not in itself a complete definition; for without a more 
specific definition ot the term "Vehicle", that paragraph, in con­
junction w.1 t h Section 301.020, has little meaning. 'l"nerefore, in 
determining wluch motor vehicles 'Nill come w:t thin the provioions of 
Section 301.020, we must look to paragraph (28 ), the definition ot 
"Vehicle. " Consistent with an opinion rendered by this office or 
Karch 25, 1949, whi ch is enclosed, we see that such motor vehicle is 
to be a mechanical devi ce on "trheels, designed primarily for use on 
highways. 

We also wish to consider the intention of t he legislature in 
enacting the motor vehicle registration laws, and in ao doing we 
br~ to rour attention the case of State ex rel. D. c. McClung v. 
Becker, 288 Mo. 607 . 'l'he court in that case" at 1. c. 612, stated 
in part: 

rtThe state maintains roads and bridges at great 
expense and exacts a licenae tee for the privi­
lege or driving or operating the-se high powered 
vehicles thereon. It is clear, t herefore, that 
the registration tee is not a tax on tlle vehicle, 
but upon the privilege of operating it on t he 
highways of the state. " 

B1 the opinion of March 25, 1949, it was determined that a 
well drilling rig was not required to be registered as a motor vehi­
cle. However, 1n that opinion it was stated: 

r'The motor power used for that purpose is a lso 
used to propel the apparatus from one location 
to another. However, such use would be merely 
incidental to the primary purpose tor which it 
was designed, to wit, the drilling of wells." 



Honorable Gamer L.. Moody 

We believe that in v1ew of the purpose of the motor vehicle 
registration act that portion of the definition of a vehicle which 
atates that 1 t ia to be designed pt•imar1ly for use on highways is to 
be construed strictly, and that when a motor vehicle shall be opera• 
ted or driven upon the highways of thls state, even though 1 t has 
been converted for uses 1n addi t1on t o that ror which 1 t was primar­
ily de$1gned, the owner would be subJect to Section 301.020. We reel 
that when the motor power is not used merely incidentally to propel the 
apparatu& from one location to another it would be difficult to deter­
aine that the apparat us were designed primarily £or use anywhere but 
on the highways . 

There tore, consietent w1 th our previous op1ninns; and w1 th the 
purposes of the motor vehicle registration act; we feel that trucks, 
even though their beds have been equipped with winches and used for 
loading and ~loading loge~ need to be registered in compliance with 
the provisions of Chapter 301. 

CO!-IC.LUSION 

It is the opinion of this office that trucks whose beds have 
been equipped with 'i>llnch ea and used i'or loa CU.ng and unloading loge, 
but which are driven on the highways from job to job, or driven to 
ga~ges for repair, must be regist ered and licenaed in compliance 
with Chapter 301, RSMo, Cumula tive Supplement; 1957• 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

uohn M. Dalton 
Attorney General 


