
TAXAT=ON: 
COUNTY ASSESSORS: 
STATE TAX COMMISSION: 

The assessment blanks for use in Jackson 
County , Missour i, must contain a class ifica­
tion of all tangible personal pr opert y as 
specified in Section 137 .120, RSMo 1949, 
including such i t ems as far m machiner y, 
livestock and other domesticated animals 
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and that the St ate Tax Commiss ion has no 
author ity to dele te said items from the 
assessment blank. 

May 28, 1958 

Mr . Richard H. Itoenigsdo.rf 
Assistant County Counselor 
Jackson County 
Suite 202 Courthouse 
Iransas C1 ty, Missouri 

Dear f-ir. Koe.nigsdorf : 

Reference 1a made to your requeat for an official opinion 
of th~s otfice, which request reads as follows: 

"Por some several years the asseaaor of this 
county has been criticized and, 1n some in­
stances, ridiculed by residents ot the county 
and t he local press because o~ t he form used 
here for f i ling property 11ats for the pur­
poseot assessment for taxation, because of 
the many items thereon that have little or 
no practical application to this county. or 
course, the assessor has no control over this 
matter and does not prescribe the form, and 
in the opinion of this office can ~e no 
changes by reason or the statutory provisions 
i n the Revised Statutes ot M1aaour1, 1949, 
seet1one 137.115, 137.120, 137.335 and 137.360. 

"I am enclosi ng a copy of the return which 
1a used here, although I am SUN you are 
familiar with same, and you will note it 
sets out in detail a listing or livestock 
and farm machinery, including ·such unusual 
items aa •asses, j ennets, domesticated rab ... 
bi ta and other animals , chi~kena ~ guineas , 
etc . • It is my humble opinion that, it most 
of the residents of this county met a jennet 
go1n& down the street t hey would fail to 
recognize same, and we might even have a 
l i ttle problem as to stallions, mares and 
gelding-a. 



Mr. Richard H. Koen1gadorf 

"The aerioua upect of th1a :J.nappX'<>pr:tate 
form ia that 1 t might have a tendency to 
encourage some disrespect tor the tax lawa 
ot this atate and consequently reault in 
failure to regard them aa seriously aa they 
should. · 

n'l'he que a tiorua to you are , fir• t if the 
opinion ot this otf:S.oe ia oorreot that the 
a.eaeasor or Jackson County I M1aaour1 , has 
no authority to change the form presently 
used; secondly, it eo would 1t be appropri­
ate to request of the State Tax COIIIID.iaaion 
a change ot thia form 10 that 1 t will be 
more in line with the x-eqU1~JMnts or thia 
coWlty, or if suCh requ.at would be improper 
becau.e ot the etatuto17 requ1r..nenta and 
duties controlling the State Tax Commission 
in the pl'eparation or torrna." 

Section 138. 38o, RIMo 1949 , relat1ns generally to the powers 
and duties of the State Tax Comm1aa1on, provides that 1 t ehall be 
the duty or aa1d Commission to prescribe the forma uaed 1n the as­
sessment and collect~on or the general property tax, 1n the follow­
ing language: 

"It shall be the duty or the state tax coaa­
~aaion, and the comm1aa1onera shall have 
authority to perform all duties enumerated 
in this aeotion and auoh other duties as 
may be provided by law: 

• • • • • 
" (5) To prescribe the torm o£ all blanks 
and booka that are uaed 1n the aaaeaament 
an4 collection ot the general property tax, 
except u otherwiae provided by l aw. u 

Seotion 137.110, lSMo 1949, provides as followe: 

"The etate tax comm1aa1on ahall 4ea1gn 
the neceaaar,y assessment blanka and they, 
together with the aaeeeament booka , shall 
be turniaMd by the oo\Jllty clerk at the 
expenae ot the county, and ehall be turned 



Mr. Richard H. ltoen1gadorf 

over to the aaaeaaor at least sixty days 
prior to January fi.rat of each year." 

Relating speoitically to tbe duty ot the State Tax Commiaa1on 
to design tbe neoeaaary aaaeaament blanka for use in counties ot 
the ~irst claaa, Section 137.335, RSMo 1949, provides u tollowa: 

"'.ftla atate tax commission shall design the 
ne()eaaary aaeeaament blanka, which bl-.nks 
shall contain a claaaitication ot all tan-
gible personal property and the designed 
blanka ahall be turnialwd to the county 
aa .. aaor sixty days before January tirat 
ot each year. After receiving the torm 
ot the aaaeaam.nt blanka, the asaeseor or 
hia deputies shall, between the tirat day 
of J~ and the fifteenth day of May 
of each year, unless the tiM be extended 
fol' good oauae ahown by order ot the county 
court tor a period expiring not later than 
May th1rty•firat, prooeed to make and com-
plete a list of all real and tangible pel'aonal 
property in the county and uaeas the lame at 
:tts true value in money." 

You will note that the asaeaSJ~ent blank is required to oontain 
a claaaiticat1on ot all tangible peraonal property. 

Section 137.115, RSMo 1949, provides that the aaaeaaor shall, 
upon receipt or the neceaaary fortDB, proceed to make e 11at ot &11 
tangible peraonal property 1n his county and asaess the aame at 
its true value in money. Paragr-.ph 2 of the same section provides 
that the peraon (property owner) 11at1ng the property ahall enter 
a true and correct atatement ot such property in a printed blank 
prepared tor that purpose, which atateaent shall be aigned and 
either attirmed or aworn to. See alao Section 13'l . 34o, RaMo 1949, 
relating apec1f1cally to the making ot liats in counties ot the 
firat clue. 

Section 137.120, RaMo 1949, relating to the contents of the 
aaaes.ment liat, provides aa tollowa : 

"Such lists shall contain: 

(1) A l!et of all the real estate and 
its value; 
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(2) A list of a.ll the 11veatockJ show• 
ing the number of colts, yearl1rags, tuo year 
olds and all other horsea, ~es ~ geldings 
and their value,; the number o-r colt$, ~ar. 
l1nga , two year olds and all other asses and 
Jennata and their value ; the number of col te, 
year-lings, tl'to year oldt and all other mule• 
aru1 their value; the nwnber 0f calves, year­
ling& and all other neat cattle and their 
value ; the number of piga and all other hoga 
and their value; the nwnber of lambs and all 
other sheep and their value; the number ot 
kide and all other ~oata an4 the!~ value; th• 
number of domeetieated ~abb~ta, d~stioated 
animals of all kinds and all otber liveatook 
and their value i the number or poultry includ­
ing chickens, guinee.s, ducks and geeae and 
their value, the number ot turkeys end thti:rt 
value, the number of bee colonies and their 
value; 

(3) An aggresate statement or all trac• 
to~, combines , threabing machine~, drilling 
machine a~ power balers and all other farm 
machiner¥ and implements and their value; 

(.4) A statement of hol.Uiehold property, 
1nclu41ng the number or piano~ and other 
musical instruments, radioa , clocks , l'ratches, 
chair..s and appendages, sewing ®chinon, waah­
ins mach1nos, r.efrigeratora., gold ana 3ilver 
pla~s, JGvTelry, houGehold ~d kitchen fUrni­
ture and the value thereof; 

(5) All 'trt4Cl<a , motorcycles, llirplanes 
and all other motor vehicles and their value; 

(6) All steamboats, lteolboats, whar:f 
boats and all other vessele; all toll br1dg•s, 
all printing pre;;;ses, type and machinery there• 
with connected, and all portable mills or 
every description, and all paintings and stat• 
uary, and everu other tpefJ:'.es of tau~iblt$ per­
sonal property not eltempt by law from taxation." 

We have examined the aDseeament blanks used in Jack8on County 
and £~d the same to be in substantial oompl~ance with the various 
designatio~ or personal property oontain•d i .n Seotion 137.120, 
supra. 



Mr. IU.cbard H. Xoenigadol'f 

Ve, ot 4ourae, recognize the tact that a detailed 11at ot 
term machinery and livestock, including auoh iteme as atall1ona, 
marea, geldingl, jenneta, domeat1cated rabb1ta and other animals , 
oh:lckena, SQineaa, etc. , have , in moat inatancea, no application 
to the 1nhab1 tanta ot certain \.11"~ areaa 1n Jackaon County, 
Jl1aaour1. 

It 1a 0111' undentanding that the State '1'ax Comm1ea1on 1a 
in tull agreeMnt nth the need tor • change 1n e.a•••••nt torma. 
However, said Co.aiaa1on 1a or the opinion tbat in prescribing 
the aaaea ... nt b1anka they are bound by the requir.-nta tor the 
11at~ or -aid tangible personal propertr aa aet torth in Sec­
tion 137.120, aupra. V1th thia conclua1on, thia office iJ. in 
complete asree-nt. ~ requirement that certain 1tema of per­
aonal prop•rty be a~c11'1c&ll)' listed on ~ uaeJament l1at ia 
a matter within tM wtadolll of tbe General Atauibl.y, an4 until 
tn4t requ1.-.nta ot Section 137 .120 are changed or eliDWlated we 
are ot the opinion t~t the ltate 'l'ax Comaaieaion baa no alterna­
tive but ia required to adm1niater the law u written. 

In answer to your i D4Uiey, we w1Jh to adviae that n are in 
OQliPlete agre_.nt w1 th your opinion that the .. •••aor ot Jatkaon 
County, Miaaouri, baa no authority to ohange the aeaeaaaent 
blanks now uaed, tor the ~on tb&t it 1J tnt 4uty or the State 
'!'ax Conm1sa1on to 4ea1gn the torrM tor the UHs ... nt ot the 
general property tax. Sect1ona 138.380,. 137 .110 and 137.335, 
noted supra. 

Jurther, we are ot the op1n1Qll that 1 t would be a taeleaa 
gesture to request the State Tax OOBI!aaion to change the torma 
presently uaed tor the liating ot tangible personal propertr, 
1n view ot the tact that the mattera which you auggeat should 
be eliJUnatecS troa the torm are required by law to be on a&id 
tor.m an4 the COmmission wo~d be obligated to follow such re• 
quirementa. 

99J!CLUSlOH 

It ia the opinion ot th11 oftioe that the aaaeaament blanks 
tor uae 1n Jaokaon County, M1aaouri, muat contain a olaaa11"1ca­
t1on ot all ~ble personal pro~rt7 aa apec1tied in Section 
137 .120, JUilllo 19-49, 1noluc11ng euch itema aa t~ machinery .. 
11veatook and other 40JDeat1cated UliJiala Uld that twa 8Qte Tax 
Commiaaion haa no authority to del•~ •aid 1~8 tram the .aaeaa­
ment blank. 
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1be foregoing opinion, which I h•reby approve, waa pre­
pared by my aaaietant, Donal D. Guttey. 

Youre veey truly, 

John Jill. Dalton 
Attorney General 


