
CONS:!BV.\TION COMJ.1ISSICN : Authority of agent to require a i d , or 
deputi ze , in execut i on or process . 

March 14, 1958 

Honorable David L. Colson 
Prosecuting Attorney 
St . Francois Count y 
Farmington, Missouri 

Dear Mr . Colson: 

Your recent request for l ega l opinion of this off ice has been 
r eceived a.nd auch request reads as fol lows: 

11The conservation gent assig ned to St . 
Francois County has r ised an i mportant 
question concernins the power of a con­
servation agent to deputize men to aid 
him in making an arrest . 3ec tion 252 . 080 , 
Mo. Rev . Statutes 1949 , gives the same 
power to an authorized agent to serve 
criminal process as sheriffs and ~r­
shals und also have the sa~e right as 
oheri ffa and marshals to request aid in 
the execution ot such process. This 
section taken in connection with Section 
105. 210 • Ito. Rev. Statutes 1949, seems 
t o give the conservation agent the 
authoritr t o deputize citiz ns t o aid 
him in making an arrest . 

"In particular, the ques eion arises a·s to 
whether he has the authoritr t o s~~on aid 
to help hiQ make an arrest of a person 
viol a ting the f ish and g~e laws o£ the 
State of Minsouri . " 

3ect1on 252 . 080 , RSMo 1949, is as f ollows: 

" .~.:.ve17 authorized agent or the commission shall 
hAve the same power to serve cr~nal process 
as sheriff s nnd ~rahals , only in such oaaes 
ns a re viola tions ot this l w and rules and 



Honorable David L. Colson 

regulations of the commission, and have the 
same right as ahsr1ff s and marshals to ro" 
quire aid in the execution of suoh process. 
Any such agent oay arrest, without warrant , 
any person caught by him or 1n his view 
violating or who he has good ~eason to be­
lieve is violating, or has violated this law 
or any such rules and regulations , and take 
such person f orthwith before a u£ gistrate 
or any court having jurisdiction, who shall 
proceed without delay to hear , try and dater • 
mine the matter as in other criminal oases . " 

It is our opinion that i n .:~.ccordance with the ter ms of the above 
statute every authorized commission agent of the Conserva tior1 Com.~is• 
sion, as established by the Constitution ot l•lissouri , has the same 
right as sheriffs to require aid in the execution of process . How­
ever , tnis right to require aid in the execution of process is l imited 
to circ~~stanoes, situations, or eases , in which there are violations 
of Chapter 252, RSMo 1949, Fish and Game, and viola tions of the rules 
and regulations of the Conservation Oommiesion of t{lssouri . 

When it 1s determined that there 1a a vio:..ation of the f ish and 
game laws , Seot1ons 57 . 110 and 105 . 210 , RSMo 1949, would also be 
applicable in determining additional qualifications and limitations 
to the right of the conservation agent to require aid 1n the execution 
of process . 

CONCLUSION 

It is our opinion that a Conservation Co~~ission Qgent has the 
same right as sheriffs and marshals to require aid in the execution 
of process when there are violations of the f ish and game statutes, 
and the rules and regulat ions of the Conservation Commission of 
1-tissouri . 
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Yours very truly ~ 

John 4. Dalton 
Attorney General 


